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How To Care For Nigerian Dwarf
Goats

Introduction

If you have ever dreamed of keeping goats
but  worried  about  space  or  temperament,
the Nigerian Dwarf goat may be the perfect
animal  for  you.  These small,  friendly,  and
highly  intelligent  goats  have  become
increasingly  popular  among homesteaders,
hobby  farmers,  and  even  suburban  pet
owners. Despite their compact size, Nigerian

Dwarf goats are hardy, productive, and full
of personality. However, like any livestock,
they  require  dedicated  care  to  thrive.
Understanding how to care for Nigerian
Dwarf goats goes beyond simply providing
food and water; it involves creating a safe
environment,  meeting  their  social  and
nutritional  needs,  and  staying  proactive
about  their  health.  Whether  you  are
considering your first pair or looking to refine



your management routine, this guide covers
everything  you  need  to  know  about
Nigerian  Dwarf  goat  care .

Understanding the
Nigerian Dwarf Goat
Breed

Before diving into daily care, it is important
to  understand  what  makes  this  breed
unique.  Nigerian Dwarf  goats originated in
West Africa and were later imported to the
United States for zoo exhibits and exotic pet
collections. Over time, breeders recognized
their  potential  as dairy goats due to their
high  butterfat  milk  and  manageable  size.
Adult  Nigerian Dwarf  goats  typically  stand
between  17  and  21  inches  tall  at  the

shoulder  and  weigh  between  50  and  75
pounds.  Their  small  stature  makes  them
easier to handle than standard dairy breeds,
but  they  are  still  strong,  curious,  and
remarkably  agile.

One of the most critical aspects of how to
care  for  Nigerian  Dwarf  goats  is
remembering  that  they  are  herd  animals.
Keeping  a  single  goat  is  almost  always  a
mistake;  they  can  become  depressed,
destructive, and even stop eating. Therefore,
you should plan to keep at least two goats. A
pair of wethers (neutered males) or a small
group of  does  works  well  for  most  hobby
farms.
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Housing and Shelter
Requirements

Choosing the Right Shelter

Nigerian Dwarf goats need a dry, draft-free
shelter that protects them from rain, snow,
wind, and extreme temperatures. While they
are  surprisingly  cold-hardy  thanks  to  their
thick coats, they do not tolerate dampness
or constant drafts. A three-sided shed with a
solid roof is often sufficient in mild climates,
while  a  fully  enclosed  barn  with  windows
may be necessary in colder regions.

Each goat requires approximately 10 to 15
square feet of indoor space. The floor should
be  covered  with  clean  bedding  such  as

straw, wood shavings, or hay. Deep bedding
can help insulate the shelter during winter.
Ensure  the  shelter  has  proper  ventilation
near  the  roofline  to  prevent  ammonia
buildup  from  urine,  which  can  lead  to
respiratory issues.

Fencing and Outdoor Space

Nigerian Dwarf goats are notorious escape
artists. They are intelligent, curious, and will
test  fences  regularly.  The  best  fencing
options include woven wire or cattle panels
with small  openings. A height of four to five
feet is usually adequate, but keep in mind
that these goats can climb on structures or
jump from high spots. Electric fencing can be
a  useful  addition  if  you  have  persistent
escapees.



Outdoor space should provide at least 200
square  feet  per  goat  for  exercise  and
grazing. Rotating pastures every few weeks
helps  reduce  parasite  loads  and  keeps
forage fresh. If you do not have access to
pasture, a large dry lot with hay feeders and
enrichment items works well. Always check
for  toxic  plants  such  as  rhododendron,
azalea, yew, and bracken fern before turning
goats out.

Feeding and Nutrition

A  proper  diet  is  the  foundation  of  good
health  when  learning  how  to  care  for
Nigerian  Dwarf  goats.  These  goats  are
browsers  by  nature,  meaning  they  prefer
leaves, shrubs, and woody plants over grass.
Replicating this diet in a domestic setting is

essential for their digestive health.

Forage and Hay

High-quality grass hay should make up the
majority of your goats diet. Timothy, orchard
grass, or bermudagrass hay are all excellent
choices. Alfalfa hay is higher in protein and
calcium,  making  it  a  good  option  for
lactating does or growing kids, but it should
be fed sparingly to adult wethers or dry does
to avoid urinary calculi.

Goats need access to hay at all times. A slow
feeder or hay net can help reduce waste and
prevent hay from being trampled. In addition
to  hay,  browse  material  such  as  tree
branches,  bramble,  and  leaves  provides
enrichment  and  essential  nutrients.
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Grain and Concentrates

While hay is the mainstay of the diet, many
owners supplement with a small amount of
grain.  This  is  especially  important  for
pregnant or lactating does, growing kids, or
goats that need to gain weight. Use a goat-
specific feed that contains balanced minerals
and avoid feeds with high copper levels if
you also keep sheep. Adult wethers and non-
productive does may not need grain at all if
they maintain a healthy body condition on
forage alone.

Overfeeding  grain  can  lead  to  obesity,
rumen  acidosis,  and  other  metabolic
disorders.  As  a  general  rule,  offer  no  more
than one pound of grain per goat per day,
split into two feedings if possible.

Minerals and Supplements

Nigerian Dwarf goats require loose minerals
formulated  specifically  for  goats.  These
should  contain  calcium,  phosphorus,  salt,
and  trace  minerals  including  copper  and
selenium. Minerals should be available free-
choice  in  a  weatherproof  feeder.  In
selenium-deficient  regions,  an  injectable
selenium supplement may be recommended
by your veterinarian.

Fresh, clean water must be available at all
times. Goats can be picky about water, so
clean their  buckets daily,  especially in hot
weather.  Heated  buckets  are  a  good
investment  in  freezing  climates.



Health Care and
Veterinary Needs

Preventive  care  is  a  major  component  of
Nigerian  Dwarf  goat  care.  These  goats
are  general ly  hardy  when  managed
correctly, but they are susceptible to certain
health  issues  that  every  owner  should
recognize.

Vaccinations and Deworming

Consult  with  a  veterinarian  to  establish  a
vaccination  schedule.  CDT  (Clostridium
perfringens types C and D and tetanus) is
the most  common vaccine for  goats.  It  is
typically given annually to adults and as a
ser ies  to  k ids .  Some  reg ions  a l so

recommend  rabies  vaccination.

Parasite  control  is  an  ongoing  challenge.
Goats  are  highly  susceptible  to  internal
parasites,  especially  barber  pole  worm
(Haemonchus contortus). Routine fecal egg
counts can help determine if deworming is
needed  rather  than  treating  on  a  set
schedule, which can lead to resistance. Use
FAMACHA scoring to check for anemia in the
eyelid  mucous  membranes.  Rotating
pastures,  keeping  feeders  off  the  ground,
and  selecting  resistant  animals  are  all
effective  management  strategies.

Hoof Care

Hoof trimming is one of the most frequent
maintenance  tasks  in  how  to  care  for
Nigerian Dwarf goats. Their hooves grow
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continuously  and  must  be  trimmed  every
four  to  eight  weeks,  depending  on  the
terrain.  Goats  on  rocky  ground may wear
their hooves more naturally, while those on
soft pasture will need more frequent trims.

To trim hooves, you will need a pair of sharp
hoof  trimmers  and  a  rasp.  Carefully  trim
away excess wall  and sole material,  being
cautious not to cut into the sensitive quick. If
you  are  new  to  hoof  trimming,  ask  an
experienced goat owner or your veterinarian
to  demonstrate  the  technique.  Neglected
hooves can lead to lameness, joint pain, and
serious infections.

Signs of Illness to Watch For

Early  detection  of  i l lness  improves
outcomes.  Common  signs  of  a  sick  goat

include:

Loss of appetite or decreased rumen
activity
Lethargy or isolation from the herd
Diarrhea or signs of internal parasites
(tail biting, rough coat, pale mucous
membranes)
Respiratory symptoms such as
coughing, nasal discharge, or labored
breathing
Overgrown hooves or lameness
Bloating or a tucked-up appearance

If  you notice any of  these signs,  take the
goats temperature (normal is 101.5 to 103.5
degrees  Fahrenheit)  and  consult  a
veterinarian  experienced  with  small
ruminants.



Grooming and Coat
Care

Nigerian Dwarf goats have a thick, medium-
length  coat  that  sheds  out  in  the  spring.
During  shedding  season,  regular  brushing
helps  remove  loose  hair  and  reduces  the
amount  of  hair  ingested  during  grooming.
Brushing also promotes blood circulation and
gives  you  a  chance to  check  for  external
parasites like lice or mites.

These goats are generally clean animals and
rarely  need  bathing  unless  they  have  a
specific  skin  condition  or  have  gotten  into
something sticky. If you do need to bathe a
goat,  use  a  mild  shampoo  formulated  for
livestock and be sure to dry them thoroughly

to prevent chilling.

Nigerian  Dwarf  goats  with  horns  (either
naturally or by breed standard) may require
occasional horn care. Smooth horns are less
likely to cause injury, but rough or splintered
horn  edges  can  be  filed  down  carefully.
Always check around the base of the horn
for signs of injury or infection.

Social Needs and
Enrichment

One  of  the  most  rewarding  aspects  of
Nigerian  Dwarf  goat  care  is  observing
their complex social interactions. Goats form
strong  bonds  and  have  a  clear  hierarchy
within the herd. They communicate through
bleats,  body  language,  and  even  facial
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expressions.  If  you  keep  goats,  you  must
provide for their social needs.

As mentioned earlier,  never keep a single
goat.  A  lone  goat  will  experience  chronic
stress,  which  compromises  its  immune
system and overall well-being. Ideally, keep
at  least  two  goats  of  similar  age  and
temperament. If you have only one goat due
to circumstance, consider rehoming it to a
herd rather than isolating it.

Enrichment  is  equally  important.  Bored
goats can become destructive, chewing on
fences, shelters, or toxic plants. Provide:

Stumps, rocks, or climbing platforms
Hay nets or puzzle feeders
Tree branches for browsing
Human interaction through training or

hand-feeding treats

Many Nigerian Dwarf goats can be trained to
walk  on  a  leash,  which  is  useful  for
veterinary visits or showing. They are quick
learners  and  respond  well  to  positive
reinforcement.

Breeding and Kidding
Considerations

If  you  plan  to  breed  your  Nigerian  Dwarf
goats, you need to understand the additional
responsibilities  involved.  Does  typically
come into heat every 18 to 24 days during
the  fall  breeding  season.  Gestation  lasts
about  145  to  150  days.  Kidding  usually
occurs in late winter or early spring.



Before breeding, ensure both the doe and
buck are in good health and have received
appropriate vaccinations. Plan for kidding by
having a clean, warm, and draft-free kidding
pen  ready.  Know  the  signs  of  impending
labor:  restlessness,  vulva  swelling,  and  a
swollen  udder.  Most  does  kid  without
assistance, but it is wise to have a goat first-
a id  k i t  and  the  phone  number  o f  a
veterinarian handy.

Kids should receive colostrum within the first
few hours of life. They can be dam-raised or
bottle-fed depending on your goals.  If  you
are raising dairy goats, you may choose to
bottle-feed  to  monitor  intake  and  ensure
gentle temperament in adult goats.

Daily Routine and
Management Tips

Consistency is  key when learning how to
care for Nigerian Dwarf goats. A simple
daily routine helps you spot problems early
and keeps your goats healthy. Each day, you
should:

Provide fresh hay and water
Offer grain if needed (usually once or
twice daily)
Check for signs of illness or injury
Clean water buckets and remove
soiled bedding
Observe eating and drinking habits
Spend time interacting with your goats

Weekly tasks include:
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Deep cleaning the shelter
Hoof inspection and trimming if
needed
Checking fences for damage or weak
spots
Refilling mineral feeders

Monthly or seasonal tasks include:

Deworming based on fecal egg counts
Vaccinations and health checks
Pasture rotation or hay replenishment
Shearing or grooming during heavy
shedding

Keeping a simple logbook or


