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List Of Passengers On The
Titanic

The Definitive Guide
to the List of
Passengers on the
Titanic

Few artifacts from maritime history hold
as much morbid fascination as the official
list  of  passengers  on  the  Titanic.
Compiled in the days before the ship's ill-
fated maiden voyage from Southampton
to  New  York  in  Apr i l  1912,  these
documents are more than mere names
on paper. They represent a cross-section
of early 20th-century society — from the
wealthiest  industrialists  to impoverished
immigrants  seek ing  a  new  l i fe .
Understanding  the  Titanic  passenger
manifest  is  to  understand  a  moment
frozen  in  time,  a  tragic  snapshot  of
humanity  divided  by  class,  united  by
disaster.

In this comprehensive article, we explore
the  origins,  structure,  notable  figures,
and  lasting  significance  of  the  official
passenger  l ist  of  the  RMS  Titanic.
Whether you are a history enthusiast, a
genealogist, or simply curious about the
human stories behind the shipwreck, this
natural-flowing  guide  will  provide  you
with deep insight  into who was aboard
the  "unsinkable"  ship  on  that  fateful
night.

How the Titanic Passenger List

Was Compiled

The original manifest for the Titanic was
created  by  the  White  Star  Line  in
coordination with the ship’s purser. Each
passenger  was  recorded  with  their  full
name,  age ,  occupat ion ,  por t  o f
embarkation  (Southampton,  Cherbourg,
or  Queenstown),  ticket  number,  class,
and  destination.  Additionally,  the  list
noted whether they were a survivor or a
casualty.

Upon departure, the ship carried roughly
1,317 passengers — though this number
h a s  b e e n  d e b a t e d  d u e  t o  l a t e
cancellations  and  last-minute  bookings.
The  full  list  of  passengers  on  the
T i tan i c  i s  n o w  m a i n t a i n e d  b y
organizations  such  as  the  Encyclopedia
Titanica  and  the  United  States  Senate
inquiry  archive.  Today,  researchers  use
original  White  Star  Line  records,
newspaper  reports  of  the  era,  and
passenger  testimonials  to  reconstruct
accurate  manifests.

First Class: The
Gilded Elite

The first-class  passenger  list  reads  like  a
who’s who of the Gilded Age. These were
individuals  who  paid  between  £30  and
£870  for  a  ticket  (the  equivalent  of
thousands  of  dollars  today).  Their
accommodations  featured  private
promenades,  a  Turkish  bath,  a  squash
court, and grand dining saloons.



Notable First-Class Passengers

John Jacob Astor IV — One of the
wealthiest men in America, Astor
was traveling with his young
pregnant wife, Madeleine. He
famously asked to join his wife in a
lifeboat but was refused. His body
was recovered later.
Benjamin Guggenheim — The
mining magnate who, along with
his valet, famously dressed in
evening wear and declared, "We
are dressed in our best and are
prepared to go down like
gentlemen."
Margaret "Molly" Brown —
Known as the "Unsinkable Molly
Brown," she helped commandeer
Lifeboat No. 6 and later advocated
for survivors' rights.
Isidor and Ida Straus — Co-
owner of Macy's department store.
Ida refused to leave her husband's
side, saying, "Where you go, I go."
Both perished.
Sir Cosmo and Lady Duff-
Gordon — Scottish aristocrats who
survived, but faced controversy
over the number of seats in their
lifeboat.

Out  of  329  first-class  passengers,  about
199 survived — a survival rate of roughly
60%,  the  highest  of  any  class  due  to
priority access to lifeboats and proximity
to the boat deck.

Second Class: The
Middle-Class
Dreamers

The  second-class  manifest  included
professionals,  academics,  clergymen,
merchants,  and  skilled  artisans.  These
t rave le rs  en joyed  comfor tab le
accommodations with private bathrooms,

a library, and a dedicated dining room.
The list of passengers on the Titanic
in  second  class  reflects  a  more  modest
ambition  —  many  were  traveling  for
business,  education,  or  to  reunite  with
family in North America.

Notable Second-Class
Passengers

Michel and Edmond Navratil —
Father Michel Navratil, using the
alias "Louis M. Hoffman," kidnapped
his two sons and boarded the
Titanic. He perished, but the
"Titanic Orphans" were reunited
with their mother weeks later.
Lawrence Beesley — A British
science teacher who survived in
Lifeboat No. 13 and later wrote one
of the most important firsthand
accounts of the sinking, The Loss of
the SS Titanic.
Father Thomas Byles — A
Catholic priest who heard
confessions and led prayers during
the final moments. He refused a
seat in a lifeboat and died helping
others.

Of  277  second-class  passengers,  only
about 119 survived — a survival rate of
roughly 43%. Many second-class cabins
were  located  directly  below  the  boat
deck, but access to lifeboats was delayed
as crew prioritized first class.

Third Class: The
Immigrant Heart of
the Ship

The largest group — and the one with the
most tragic survival statistics — were the
third-class  passengers.  The  list  of
passengers on the Titanic in steerage
is  a  multicultural  record:  Irish,  English,
Swedish, Finnish, Italian, Chinese, Syrian,
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Lebanese, and many others.  They were
primarily immigrants hoping to start new
lives in the United States or Canada. Most
traveled in cramped, communal quarters
in the lower decks, far from the lifeboats.

Obstacles to Survival

Physical barricades and locked
gates (though disputed by some
historians) slowed third-class
passengers from reaching the
upper decks.
Language barriers made
emergency announcements
incomprehensible.
Lifeboat drills were not conducted
for steerage passengers.
Many were simply unaware of the
severity of the collision until it was
too late.

Out  of  approximately  710  third-class
passengers, only about 174 survived — a
survival rate of just 24%. Whole families
were lost,  such as the Skoog family  of
Sweden (six members, none survived) or
the  Goodwin  family  of  England  (eight
members, none survived).

Notable Third-Class Survivors

Millvina Dean — At just two
months old, she was the youngest
passenger aboard. She survived
with her mother and brother, but
her father perished. Millvina
became the last living Titanic
survivor when she died in 2009.
Michel Navratil Jr. — One of the
"Titanic Orphans," he later learned
his true identity and lived to be 92,
passing away in 2001.
Anna Sofia Turja — A Finnish
immigrant who survived and later
raised a family in the U.S.,
representing the resilience of
steerage survivors.

The Crew: Unsung
Heroes and Victims

The  official  passenger  list  often  excludes
crew, but  the White Star  Line manifest
did include 885 crew members who were
aboard the Titanic. The crew list includes
officers,  seamen,  engineers,  firemen,
stewards, cooks, entertainers, and even a
barber. Their survival rate was the lowest
of all  — only about 212 crew members
survived, a rate of roughly 24%.

Notable Crew

Captain Edward Smith — The
captain who went down with his
ship. His final words have been
debated, but he was last seen near
the bridge.
Thomas Andrews — The ship's
architect who diligently calculated
that the Titanic would sink in under
two hours. He was last seen in the
smoking room, throwing deck
chairs into the water for
passengers.
Harold Bride — Junior wireless
operator who remained at his post
sending distress signals until the
power failed. He was rescued, but
badly frostbitten.
Jack Phillips — Senior wireless
operator whose "CQD" and "SOS"
messages summoned the
Carpathia. Phillips perished.
Violet Jessop — A stewardess who
survived the sinking and later
served as a nurse on the Britannic
(which also sank). She became
known as "Miss Unsinkable."
Charles Lightoller — Second
officer who supervised the loading
of lifeboats and later gave crucial
testimony. He was famously sucked
under the ship but survived.



How the List of
Passengers on the
Titanic Is Used Today

More than a century after the disaster,
the list of passengers on the Titanic
remains  an  invaluable  resource  for
genealogists,  historians,  and  families
seeking to trace their ancestry. Websites
like the Encyclopedia Titanica, Ellis Island
records, and the National Archives of the
UK  offer  searchable  databases.  Many
descendants  have  discovered  their
connection  through  the  manifest,  often
leading  to  emotional  reunions  with
distant  relatives.

Additionally, the passenger list has been
memorialized permanently in the Titanic
Memorial  in  New  York  City's  Battery
Park ,  and  in  other  memor ia ls  in
Southampton,  Belfast,  and  Washington,
D.C. Each name represents a person with
a story — a dream, a fear,  a  love left
behind.

Controversies and
Discrepancies

Despite  its  thoroughness,  the  official
manifest is not perfectly accurate. Some
passengers  boarded  without  tickets  or
used aliases. Others canceled at the last
minute  (like  writer  Henry  Adams  or
shipping magnate J.P. Morgan), and some

were not recorded due to clerical errors.
The  exact  number  of  passengers  and
crew is still debated: the British Board of
Trade report listed 2,201, while the U.S.
inquiry  noted  2,223.  These  small
discrepancies remind us that the human
record  is  never  perfect  —  only  the
memory endures.

Conclusion

The list of passengers on the Titanic
is far more than a roster of the dead and
the saved. It is a testament to the dreams
of  millions  who  emigrated  across  the
Atlantic,  a  mirror  of  class  divides  that
defined an era, and a painful reminder of
hubris and heroism. From the millionaire
in  first  class  to  the  Irish  farmer  in
steerage, every name on that list carries
a story that continues to resonate over a
hundred  years  later.  By  studying  the
manifest, we do more than count the lost
— we honor  the humanity  of  everyone
who set foot on that grand ship,  never
realizing that their journey would become
legend.

Whether  you are researching your  own
family  history  or  simply  learning  about
one of history's most famous tragedies,
the  passenger  manifest  remains  an
indispensable key to understanding that
cold April night when the world stood still
and the mighty Titanic slipped beneath
the waves.


