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The Secret Garden By Frances
Hodgson Burnett Summary

The Enduring Magic of
a Classic: An In-Depth
Look at The Secret
Garden By Frances

Hodgson Burnett
Summary

Few  stor ies  have  captured  the
imaginat ion  of  readers  across
generations  quite  like  The  Secret
Garden.  For  over  a  century,  this
beloved novel  has enchanted children



and adults alike with its powerful tale of
transformation,  healing,  and the quiet
magic  of  nature.  At  its  heart,  The
Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson
Burnett summary is more than just a
recounting of events; it is a journey into
the  resilience  of  the  human  spirit.
Whether  you  are  encountering  this
story  for  the  first  time  or  returning  to
refresh  your  memory,  understanding
the layers within this narrative reveals
why  it  remains  a  treasured  piece  of
classic children’s literature. This article
provides  a  comprehensive  exploration
of  the  plot,  characters,  and  enduring
t h e m e s  t h a t  m a k e  t h i s  n o v e l
unforgettable.

The Story Behind the
Story: Frances Hodgson
Burnett's Inspiration

Before diving into the plot, it is helpful
to understand the author who created
this  world.  Frances  Hodgson  Burnett
was  a  British-American  author  who
wrote  during  the  late  19th  and  early
20th centuries. Her own life was marked
by  both  tragedy  and  success,  which
deeply influenced her  writing.  After  the
death  of  her  father ,  her  fami ly
experienced financial hardship, and she
turned  to  writing  to  support  them.
Burnett  found  immense  success  with
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novels like Little Lord Fauntleroy and A
Little  Princess,  but  it  is  The  Secret
Garden  that is often regarded as her
masterpiece.  Published  in  1911,  the
novel  reflects  Burnett's  interest  in
Christian Science, the power of positive
thinking, and her deep love of English
gardens, which she maintained at her
own homes.  Knowing this  background
enriches any The Secret Garden by
Frances Hodgson Burnett summary,
as it shows how the author's personal
philosophies are woven into the fabric
of the story.

Meet the Characters:
The Heart of the Story

A meaningful understanding of any The
Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson
Burnett summary requires getting to
know  the  three  central  figures  whose
lives intertwine in profound ways. Each
character begins the story in a state of
emotional  or  physical  isolation,  and
their journey toward connection forms
the core of the narrative.

Mary Lennox: From Spiteful to
Spirited

Mary Lennox is the protagonist of the



novel. When the story begins, she is a
deeply unlikable child. Born in India to
wealthy  British  parents  who  largely
ignored her, Mary is described as sickly,
sour-faced,  and  demanding.  She  is
cared for by Indian servants whom she
treats  with  contempt  and  indifference.
The  novel  opens  with  a  devastating
cholera outbreak that kills her parents
and everyone in the household, leaving
Mary  complete ly  a lone.  She  is
discovered by soldiers and sent to live
with  her  uncle,  Archibald  Craven,  at
Misselthwaite  Manor  in  Yorkshire,
England. Mary arrives in England as a
lonely,  spoiled,  and unhappy girl.  Her
transformation is the central arc of the
story, and watching her blossom is one

of the great joys of the novel.

Colin Craven: The Boy Who
Believed He Was Dying

Colin Craven is Mary's cousin and the
son  of  Archibald  Craven.  He  is  a
bedridden, hysterical boy who has been
told his entire life that he is frail, sickly,
and destined to die young. Like Mary,
Colin has been neglected, though in a
different  way.  His  father,  consumed  by
grief over the death of his wife, cannot
bear to look at Colin because the boy
reminds him of his loss. Colin has been
left in the care of servants and doctors
who have indulged his every whim and
reinforced  his  belief  that  he  is  an
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invalid.  He  is  tyrannical,  spoiled,  and
prone to violent tantrums. His physical
and  emotional  healing  is  one  of  the
most dramatic and rewarding elements
of the plot.

Dickon Sowerby: The Spirit of
the Moors

Dickon Sowerby is a local Yorkshire boy
who  becomes  Mary's  first  true  friend.
He  is  a  gentle,  intuitive  child  with  a
magical  ability  to  communicate  with
animals  and  understand  the  natural
world. Dickon lives with his large, loving
family in a cottage on the moor. He is
kind,  patient,  and  grounded.  He
becomes a  bridge  for  both  Mary  and

Colin,  connecting them to the healing
power of nature. Dickon represents the
wholesome,  earthy  goodness  that
contrasts  sharply  with  the  artificial  and
stifling  environments  from  which  Mary
and  Colin  come.

Other Key Figures: The Adults
Who Shape the World

Several  adult  characters  play  crucial
supporting roles. Archibald Craven is
Mary's uncle, a hunchbacked man who
has been lost in grief for ten years since
the death of his beloved wife. He travels
the  world  trying  to  escape  his  pain,
leaving Misselthwaite Manor in a state
of  neglect.  Martha  Sowerby  is  the



cheerful,  honest  maid  who introduces
Mary to the stories of the secret garden
and  her  brother  Dickon.  She  is
i n s t rumen ta l  i n  Ma ry ' s  ea r l y
transformation.  Ben  Weatherstaff  is
the gruff but kind-hearted gardener who
initially  seems hostile  but  becomes  a
loyal friend and helper. Mrs. Medlock
is  the  stern  housekeeper,  and  Dr.
Craven  is  the  well-meaning  but
misguided physician who has convinced
Colin he is unwell.

A Detailed The Secret

Garden By Frances
Hodgson Burnett
Summary: The Plot
Unfolds

With the characters established, we can
now  explore  the  full  narrative.  This
detailed  The  Secret  Garden  by
Frances Hodgson Burnett summary
follows  the  major  plot  points  from
beginning to end, highlighting the key
moments of change and discovery.

Part One: Arrival at
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Misselthwaite Manor

The story begins in India, where nine-
year-old  Mary  Lennox  is  discovered
alone in her nursery after her parents
and  all  the  household  servants  have
died  or  fled  from  a  cholera  epidemic.
She is sent to England to live with Mr.
Archibald Craven, a distant relative she
has  never  met.  Mary  travels  with  a
British  officer's  family  and  arrives  at
Misselthwaite  Manor,  a  vast,  gloomy
estate  on  the  Yorkshire  moors.  The
house is enormous and filled with nearly
one hundred rooms, most of which are
shut up and locked. Mrs. Medlock, the
housekeeper, warns Mary not to wander
and tells her that there are secrets in

the house that she must not pry into.

Mary  is  stubborn,  rude,  and  deeply
unhappy. She dislikes everything about
her  new  life:  the  cold  weather,  the
strange Yorkshire dialect spoken by the
servants, and the overwhelming silence
of  the manor.  She is  left  to  her  own
devices  and  begins  to  explore  the
grounds.  It  is  during  these  early
explorations that she hears stories from
Martha, her good-natured maid, about a
secret  garden  that  belonged  to  Mr.
Craven's late wife. It  has been locked
for ten years, and the key was buried
somewhere in the earth. Mary becomes
intensely  curious  about  this  forbidden
place.



Part Two: The Discovery of
the Garden

Mary's curiosity becomes her salvation.
One day, while exploring the gardens,
she notices a robin hopping in the snow.
The  robin,  who  seems  unusually
friendly, leads her to a patch of earth
where she discovers an old rusty key.
Later, the robin leads her to a section of
ivy-covered  wall.  When  Mary  looks
closely,  she  sees  an  almost  hidden
door. Using the key, she unlocks it and
steps inside.

What  she  finds  is  a  garden  that  has
been locked away and neglected for a
decade. It is a tangle of dead branches,

overgrown  weeds,  and  bare  rose
bushes.  But  beneath the decay,  Mary
senses life. She sees tiny green shoots
pushing  through  the  soil.  In  that
moment, she makes a solemn promise
to  herself:  she  will  bring  this  garden
back to life. She does not tell anyone
about her discovery. The secret garden
becomes her own private world, a place
where  she  can  escape  her  loneliness
and begin to heal.

Part Three: Friendship and
Growth

Mary decides she needs help to restore
the  garden.  She  confides  in  Dickon
Sowerby,  Martha's  brother,  and  he
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agrees to help her. Dickon brings tools,
seeds, and his knowledge of gardening.
He is patient and teaches Mary how to
care for the plants. As she works in the
garden with her hands in the soil, Mary
u n d e r g o e s  a  r e m a r k a b l e
transformation. She becomes healthier,
stronger, and more cheerful. Her sallow
complexion  gains  color.  Her  sour
disposition softens. She begins to laugh
and make friends.

During this time, Mary also learns more
about  the  mysterious  cries  she  has
heard echoing through the hallways of
the  manor.  She  discovers  that  they
come from Colin Craven, a sickly boy
her age who has been hidden away in a

secluded bedroom.  Colin  is  convinced
he is dying, and everyone around him
has  enabled  this  belief.  Mary,  being
direct  and  unafraid  of  his  tantrums,
marches  into  his  room and  confronts
him. She tells him about the moor and
the fresh air. She refuses to pity him.
This  boldness  is  exactly  what  Colin
needs.  Mary  begins  to  vis it  him
regularly,  and  she  tells  him  about
Dickon  and  the  secret  garden.

Part Four: The Boy Who Lived

Mary eventually shares the secret of the
garden  with  Colin,  and  he  insists  on
being  taken  there.  With  the  help  of
Dickon and a servant, Colin is wheeled



out to the garden in a chair. For the first
time in years, he breathes fresh air and
feels the sun on his face. The garden
works its magic on him just as it did on
Mary. Colin decides that he will not be
an invalid. He begins to exercise, stand,
and eventually walk. He uses a concept
he  calls  "Magic,"  a  force  of  positive
thinking and nature, to bolster his will
to live and grow strong.

The  garden  itself  bursts  into  bloom,
mirroring the children's transformation.
Roses climb the walls, flowers cover the
ground, and the entire space becomes a
vibrant,  enchanted  sanctuary.  The
children  spend  their  days  there,
working,  playing,  laughing,  and

growing.  Colin's  health  improves  so
dramat ica l ly  that  he  i s  bare ly
recognizable.  His  father,  Archibald
Craven,  who  has  been  traveling  in
Europe, has a dream where he hears his
wife's  voice  calling  him  home.  He
returns  to  Misselthwaite  Manor  and,
drawn by  a  mysterious  feeling,  walks
through  the  garden.  There  he  finds  his
son,  upright,  healthy,  and  joyful.  The
novel ends with Colin proudly declaring
that he is going to live forever, and the
family is reunited in happiness.

Major Themes and
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Symbolism in the Novel

While The Secret Garden by Frances
Hodgson  Burnett  summary  covers
the plot, the story's true depth is found
in  its  themes.  The  novel  is  rich  with
symbolism  and  offers  powerful  lessons
about  l i fe ,  growth,  and  human
connection.

The Healing Power of Nature

This is the most dominant theme of the
book.  The garden is  not just  a pretty
setting; it is a living, breathing force for
healing.  Mary  and  Colin  are  both
physically and emotionally ill when they

arrive at Misselthwaite Manor. They are
pale, weak, and unhappy. The fresh air
of the moors, the physical exertion of
gardening,  and  the  simple  beauty  of
growing  things  work  a  cure  that  no
doctor could provide. Burnett believed
strongly in the restorative power of the
natural world, and she makes that belief
the  engine  of  the  entire  plot.  The
garden  is  a  symbol  of  l i fe  itself:
neglected,  i t  d ies;  cared  for,  i t
flourishes.

The Contrast Between Neglect
and Nurture

The novel is a case study in the effects
of neglect versus nurture. Mary began



life  neglected  by  selfish  parents.  Colin
was neglected by a grief-stricken father
and  overindulged  by  fearful  servants.
Both  children  were  starved  of  love,
attention, and meaningful activity. The
garden, Dickon, and the natural world
provide  the  nurture  they  desperately
need.  When  they  are  given  purpose,
friendship,  and  care,  they  transform.
This theme extends to the garden itself,
which  was  locked  away  and  left  to
decay. Everything in the story responds
to attention and care, whether it  is  a
child, a plant, or a relationship.

The Power of Positive
Thinking and "Magic"

Colin's philosophy of "Magic" is central
to the novel. He decides that the force
that  makes  the  sun  shine,  the  flowers
grow,  and his  body get  stronger  is  a
kind of  magic.  While this might seem
like  a  s imple  chi ldish  notion,  i t
represents a powerful idea: the will to
live and the belief in one's own capacity
for health and happiness. Burnett was
influenced  by  the  New  Thought
movement and Christian Science, which
emphasized the power


