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Understanding the RCCG
Doctrinal Teaching Manual:
A Guide to Faith and
Practice

For members of the Redeemed Christian
Church of God (RCCG) and those
exploring its teachings, the RCCG
Doctrinal Teaching Manual stands as a
cornerstone document. It is far more than
a simple booklet of rules; it is a
comprehensive guide that outlines the
church’s core beliefs, theological
foundations, and practical instructions for
Christian living. This manual serves as a
spiritual compass, ensuring that the
millions of members across the globe
remain united in faith, grounded in
scripture, and aligned with the vision of
the church’s founding fathers. Whether
you are a new convert taking your first
steps in the faith, a longstanding member
seeking deeper understanding, or a
pastor preparing to teach your
congregation, this manual provides the
essential framework for sound doctrine
and practical discipleship.

In a world where diverse interpretations
of scripture abound, the RCCG places a
high premium on doctrinal consistency.
The RCCG Doctrinal Teaching Manual
is the tool designed to achieve this unity.
It is systematically structured to cover
the fundamental tenets of the Christian
faith as understood and practiced within
the RCCG. This article will delve deep into
the contents of this manual, exploring its
key teachings on God, salvation, the
church, and the Christian walk. We will

for individual spiritual growth and for
maintaining the integrity of the church’s
message worldwide.

The Purpose and Importance of
the Manual in the RCCG

The primary purpose of the RCCG
Doctrinal Teaching Manual is to
provide a clear, biblical, and standardised
curriculum for teaching and discipleship.
The General Overseer of the RCCG has
consistently emphasised the importance
of the church being built on a solid
foundation of God’s word, free from error
and personal opinion. This manual
ensures that whether a member attends
a parish in Lagos, London, or Los Angeles,
they are receiving the same foundational
teachings. This creates a powerful sense
of unity and shared identity among the
global fellowship of believers known as
the RCCG family.

Furthermore, the manual is not intended
to be a replacement for the Bible.
Instead, it acts as a companion, helping
readers to systematically understand key
biblical doctrines. It is used extensively in
several church programs:

* New Converts Class: To ground
new believers in the essentials of
the faith.

e Workers in Training: To equip
those serving in various capacities
in the church with sound
theological knowledge.

e Sunday School: Many parishes
use the manual as the foundation
for their weekly Bible study
discussions.
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provides a structured topic for
discussion in smaller, more intimate
group settings.

By using this manual, the church ensures
that its teaching ministry is intentional,
thorough, and deeply rooted in
evangelical theology. It serves as a
safeguard against heresy and false
doctrines that can creep into the church
when believers are not well-grounded.

Core Doctrines Covered in the
RCCG Doctrinal Teaching
Manual

The RCCG Doctrinal Teaching Manual
is organised into logical sections that
build upon one another. It starts with the
most fundamental doctrine of all: the
nature of God, and progresses to the
eschatological hope of the second coming
of Christ. Let's explore some of the key
thematic areas covered in the manual.

The Doctrine of God: The Trinity and
His Attributes

The manual begins by establishing the
existence and nature of God. It strongly
affirms the doctrine of the Trinity—one
God existing in three distinct persons:
God the Father, God the Son (Jesus
Christ), and God the Holy Spirit. This is
not presented as a contradiction but as a
divine mystery that is central to the
Christian faith. The manual explores the
attributes of God, such as His
omnipotence (all-powerful), omniscience
(all-knowing), omnipresence (everywhere
present), holiness, love, justice, and
mercy. Each attribute is meticulously
explained with supporting scriptures,
helping the reader develop a profound
reverence and love for the Creator. This
foundational understanding is crucial
because how one perceives God directly
influences their worship, prayer life, and
trust in His promises.

The Doctrine of Jesus Christ:
Salvation and Atonement

A significant portion of the RCCG
Doctrinal Teaching Manual is
dedicated to the person and work of Jesus
Christ. It unequivocally teaches His virgin
birth, sinless life, vicarious death on the
cross, bodily resurrection, and ascension
to the right hand of the Father. The core
of this section is the doctrine of
atonement—that Jesus died as a
substitute for sinners, bearing the
punishment that humanity deserved. The
manual stresses that salvation is a free
gift of God's grace, received through faith
in Jesus Christ alone, and not by human
works or efforts. This teaching, known as
sola fide (faith alone) and sola gratia
(grace alone), is a hallmark of evangelical
doctrine and is given prominent focus in
the manual. It clearly differentiates
between justification (being declared
righteous before God) and sanctification
(the process of becoming more like
Christ).

The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit:
Empowerment and Gifts

As a Pentecostal denomination, the RCCG
places a strong emphasis on the person
and work of the Holy Spirit, and this is
comprehensively addressed in the
manual. The RCCG Doctrinal Teaching
Manual teaches that the Holy Spirit is
not an impersonal force but a divine
person who indwells every believer at the
point of salvation. It explores the baptism
of the Holy Spirit as a distinct experience
subsequent to salvation, often
accompanied by the initial physical
evidence of speaking in tongues. The
manual provides a thorough overview of
the gifts of the Holy Spirit as listed in 1
Corinthians 12, including the word of
wisdom, word of knowledge, faith, gifts of
healings, working of miracles, prophecy,
discerning of spirits, different kinds of
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tongues, and the interpretation of
tongues. It encourages every believer to
earnestly desire these gifts for the
edification of the church and the effective
spread of the gospel. Furthermore, it
discusses the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians
5:22-23), emphasising that spiritual gifts
must be exercised in love and character
that reflects Christ.

The Doctrine of the Church:
Ordinances and Practices

The manual also covers the nature and
function of the church as the body of
Christ. It explains the two primary
ordinances instituted by Jesus: Baptism
by immersion and the Lord's Supper (Holy
Communion). Baptism is taught as an
outward declaration of an inward faith,
symbolising the believer's identification
with the death, burial, and resurrection of
Jesus. The Lord's Supper is a sacred act of
remembrance and communion with the
Lord. The RCCG Doctrinal Teaching
Manual also details other key practices
of the church, such as:

 Tithing and Offerings: Taught as
a biblical principle of worship,
obedience, and stewardship for the
support of God’s work.

e Prayer and Fasting: Emphasised
as essential spiritual disciplines for
maintaining a close relationship
with God and for spiritual warfare.

e Evangelism and Missions:
Manual underscores the Great
Commission as a non-negotiable
mandate for every believer.

¢ Christian Conduct and Holiness:
The manual provides clear biblical
guidelines for moral living, family
relationships, and conduct in the
workplace.

How the Manual Guides

Christian Living and
Discipleship

The RCCG Doctrinal Teaching Manual
is not merely a theological textbook; it is
intensely practical. It bridges the gap
between abstract doctrine and daily life.
For instance, the doctrine of God's
holiness is not just a concept to be
memorised; it becomes the foundation for
the believer's pursuit of a holy life. The
teaching on the grace of God is used to
combat legalism and encourage believers
to live in freedom and gratitude. The
manual includes practical applications
and discussion questions at the end of
each section, designed to prompt self-
reflection and group discussion. This
method ensures that the truths studied
are internalised and applied, leading to
genuine spiritual transformation.

Moreover, the manual serves as a
powerful tool for discipleship. In the
RCCG, every believer is expected to not
only grow in their own faith but also to
mentor others. The RCCG Doctrinal
Teaching Manual provides a structured,
easy-to-follow curriculum for this
purpose. A more mature Christian can
use the manual to disciple a newer
believer, ensuring that the foundational
truths are properly communicated and
understood. This systematic approach to
discipleship is a key reason for the
remarkable growth and stability of the
RCCG globally. It builds believers who are
not just passionate but also
knowledgeable and well-grounded in their
faith.

The Manual in the Global
Context of RCCG

As the RCCG has expanded from its
humble beginnings in Nigeria to become
a global church with a presence in nearly
every country, the need for a

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Sweeney & Hana ¢ Books are a uniquely portable
magic. ¢ Page 3



standardised teaching resource has
become even more critical. The RCCG
Doctrinal Teaching Manual provides
this essential standardisation. It acts as a
unifying thread that connects the diverse
cultures and backgrounds of its
membership. While local contexts may
influence worship styles or language, the
core doctrines remain consistent across
the globe thanks to this manual. It is
translated into multiple languages,
making its profound teachings accessible
to a wider audience. The manual ensures
that the RCCG remains one body with one
faith and one baptism, united by a
common understanding of God's word.

Accessing and Utilising the Manual
Effectively

For individuals who wish to grow in their
understanding of the Christian faith,
obtaining a copy of the RCCG Doctrinal
Teaching Manual is a highly
recommended step. It is typically
available at RCCG parishes or through the
church’s publishing arm. To utilise it
effectively, one should not simply read it
as a book. It is best studied prayerfully,
with a Bible and notebook in hand.
Readers should look up the scriptural
references provided and allow the Holy
Spirit to illuminate the truths. Discussing

the contents with a pastor, a house
fellowship leader, or a study group can
also greatly enhance understanding and
application. The manual is a lifetime
resource that can be revisited multiple
times, with each reading revealing new
depths of insight into the majestic truths
of the Christian faith.

Conclusion

In summary, the RCCG Doctrinal
Teaching Manual is an indispensable
resource for anyone connected to the
Redeemed Christian Church of God. It
faithfully articulates the core doctrines of
the Christian faith in a clear, biblical, and
practical manner. From the nature of the
triune God to the empowering work of the
Holy Spirit, from the ordinance of baptism
to the hope of the second coming, the
manual provides a comprehensive and
balanced theological diet. It serves as a
foundation for personal spiritual growth, a
curriculum for effective discipleship, and
a safeguard for doctrinal unity across the
global church. By engaging deeply with
this manual, believers are equipped not
just to know what they believe, but to live
out their faith with conviction, passion,
and a deep sense of purpose in a world
that desperately needs the light of the
gospel.



