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How To Draw Letters In Graffiti
Style

Introduction: The Art
of the Streets

Graffiti is more than just writing on a
wall;  it  is  a  vibrant  form  of  self-
expression,  a  visual  language  that
speaks through bold lines,  dynamic
shapes,  and  explosive  colors.  For
decades,  graffiti  has  transformed
urban  landscapes,  turning  concrete
jungles into open-air galleries. At the
very  heart  of  this  culture  lies  the
letterform.  Whether  you  are  an
aspiring  artist  sketching  in  a
blackbook or  a  designer looking to
add  an  edgy  flair  to  your  work,
learning  how  to  draw  letters  in
graffiti style is a rewarding journey.
It is a process that blends typography
with  illustration,  requiring  an
understanding  of  proportion,  flow,
and  structure.

This  guide is  designed to take you
from  the  fundamentals  to  more
advanced  concepts.  We  will  break
down  the  mechanics  of  letter
construction,  explore  different
stylistic  approaches,  and  provide
actionable  steps  you  can  follow  to
develop your own unique voice.  By
the end of this article, you will have a
solid  foundation  for  creating
lettering  that  pops,  moves,  and
breathes  with  the  energy  of  the
streets. Let us grab a pencil and a
marker, and dive deep into the world

of graffiti letters.

Understanding the
Foundations of
Graffiti Lettering

Before you can break the rules, you
must first understand them. Graffiti
lettering is built upon a set of core
principles  that  distinguish  it  from
standard handwriting or calligraphy.
The focus is on structure, movement,
and impact.

The Difference Between
Tagging, Throw-ups, and
Pieces

In the graffiti world, lettering exists
in three primary forms. A tag is your
signature, a quick, stylized version of
your name written with a marker or
spray can cap. It is all about flow and
consistency.  A throw-up  is  a  more
elaborate version, typically using two
or three colors and featuring bubble-
like letters for speed and coverage.
F i n a l l y ,  a  p iece  ( s h o r t  f o r
masterpiece) is a large, complex, and
colorful artwork. This guide focuses
primarily on the techniques used to
create throw-ups and pieces, but the
principles of style apply to all levels.



Key Characteristics of
Graffiti Letters

Every  graffiti  letter  shares  certain
characteristics. Understanding these
will  help  you  identify  what  looks
right and what looks off.

Structure: Every letter has a
skeleton. In graffiti, this
skeleton is often exaggerated or
manipulated.
Weight: Letters are usually
bold and thick, demanding
attention.
Flow: Letters in a word should
connect or relate to each other,
creating a continuous visual
line.
Negative Space: The empty
space inside and around letters
is just as important as the lines
themselves.
Dimension: Shadows,
highlights, and 3D effects give
the letters volume and make
them leap off the page.

Essential Tools and
Materials for Drawing
Graffiti Letters

Y o u  d o  n o t  n e e d  e x p e n s i v e
equipment  to  start.  The  beauty  of
learning  how  to  draw  letters  in
graffiti style is that you can begin
with items you likely  already have.
However,  the right  tools  can make
the process smoother.

Pencil (HB or 2B): For
sketching and outlining your
initial shapes. It allows for easy
erasing.
Eraser: A soft plastic eraser is
best for clean corrections

without damaging the paper.
Fine Liner Pens: Perfect for
adding details and crisp
outlines.
Markers: Thick markers (like
chisel tips or bullet tips) are
excellent for filling in large
areas and practicing letter
weight.
Paper: A standard sketchbook
or marker paper will do. Avoid
thin paper that bleeds.
Ruler: Useful for maintaining
consistent height and width
across your letters, especially
when starting out.

Once you are comfortable,  you can
experiment with digital  tools  like a
drawing tablet and software such as
Procreate  or  Adobe  Illustrator.
However, the tactile feedback of pen
on paper is invaluable for developing
your handstyle.

Step-by-Step Guide on
How to Draw Letters
in Graffiti Style

Now, let  us get  to the core of  the
process.  This  step-by-step  method
will give you a clear path to follow as
you practice.

Step 1: Start with a Simple
Sketch (Basic Letter
Structure)

Write the word you want to draw in
simple,  lowercase  block  letters.  Do
not  worry  about  style  yet.  Write  it
normally,  as  a  child  would.  This  is
your foundation. For example, if you
are writing the word "ART," write it
out  in  simple,  clean  print.  This



How To Draw Letters In Graffiti Style

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Mathias & Riggs • Books are a
uniquely portable magic. • Page 3

establishes the baseline, the height,
and the spacing. This skeleton is the
most  critical  stage  of  the  entire
process. Do not skip this step.  It
ensures that your final piece remains
readable.

Step 2: Add Thickness and
Weight

Graffiti  letters  are  bold.  Take  your
simple letters and add bulk to them.
Imagine each line of the letter is a
pipe or a balloon. You want to inflate
it.  Draw  a  second  outline  around
your  original  letter,  maintaining  a
consistent distance. The distance you
choose will determine the "weight" of
your letter. A thicker weight creates
a  bolder,  more  aggressive  look.  A
thinner weight is more elegant. Use
your pencil for this, as you may need
to adjust the curves.

Step 3: Introduce Negative
Space and Overlaps

One  of  the  defining  features  of
graffiti is the use of negative space.
Start  by cutting pieces out of  your
letters.  For  example,  an  "A"  might
have a triangular hole missing from
its top, or an "R" might have its leg
broken into two parts. You can also
make  letters  overlap  each  other.
Draw the first letter completely, then
draw  the  second  letter  over  it,
erasing  the  l ines  where  they
intersect.  This  creates  a  sense  of
depth and layering. Experiment with
different  cuts  and  overlaps;  this  is
where your personal  style starts to
emerge.

Step 4: Incorporate

Connections and Arrows

Graffiti  lettering  is  all  about  flow.
Use  connecting  lines,  loops,  and
arrows to link your letters together.
An arrow can extend from the end of
an  "R"  and  po int  back  to  the
beginning of  the word,  guiding the
viewer's eye. A swooping line might
connect the bottom of a "T" to the
top of an "E." These elements should
feel natural, not forced. They should
enhance the movement of the word,
not clutter it. Start with just one or
two connections  per  word to  avoid
making it too busy.

Step 5: Apply a 3D Effect or
Drop Shadow

Th i s  i s  t he  s t ep  tha t  adds  a
professional,  polished  look  to  your
letters.  A  simple  drop  shadow  is
drawn  by  duplicating  your  letter
outline and shifting it  down and to
the right. Connect the corners of the
original letter to the corners of the
shifted  copy.  This  creates  a  solid
block  of  shadow.  A  3D  effect  is
similar,  but  the  depth  is  drawn
behind  the  letter,  giving  it  the
appearance of a thick block. Fill the
shadow or  3D block with  a  darker
color than your letter.  This creates
dramatic contrast and volume.

Exploring Different
Graffiti Lettering
Styles

There  is  no  single  way  to  draw
graf f i t i  le t ters .  The  cul ture
encourages  experimentation  and
individuality. Here are three common
styles you can explore.



Wildstyle: The Complex and
Abstract Approach

Wildstyle  is  the  most  intricate  and
difficult  to  read  form  of  graffiti.
Letters  are  heavily  interlocked,
connected, and adorned with arrows,
curves, and decorative elements. The
primary  goal  of  Wildstyle  is  often
visual  complexity  rather  than
immediate  readability.  To  start
drawing Wildstyle, you need a very
strong understanding of letter basics.
You  will  be  bending,  twisting,  and
stretching the letters to their limits.
Practice by taking a simple word and
trying to connect every letter with a
continuous line, adding sharp points
and rounded loops.

Bubble Letters: The Fun and
Readable Style

Bubble letters, also known as "softie"
or  "balloon"  letters,  are  the  most
accessible  and  popular  style  for
beginners.  The  letters  are  fat,
rounded,  and  have  a  soft,  squishy
appearance. They are often inflated
to the point where the space between
them is almost non-existent. To draw
bubble letters, simply start with your
basic  letter  and  round  out  all  the
hard corners. Make the loops large
and  the  stems  thick.  This  style  is
great  for  practicing  weight  and
negative  space.

Blockbuster Letters: The
Bold and Filling Approach

Blockbuster  style  is  all  about
maximum coverage. The letters are
huge,  blocky,  and  often  literally
bump into each other, with little to
no space between them. The goal is
to fill a wall or a page as quickly as

possible.  These  letters  are  usually
straight, wide, and have a heavy 3D
shadow. To draw blockbuster letters,
focus on making each letter as wide
as it is tall. Use a ruler to keep the
edges perfectly straight. This style is
visually striking and conveys a sense
of strength and authority.

Adding Color and
Effects to Your
Graffiti Letters

Color is the final element that brings
your  letters  to  life.  A  well-chosen
color scheme can make a piece pop.

Complimentary Contrast: Use
colors opposite each other on
the color wheel (e.g., blue and
orange, red and green). This
creates strong visual tension.
Fills and Fades: A solid fill is
simple and effective. A color
fade (gradient) from light to
dark adds depth. You can also
add a "drip" effect at the
bottom of the letters, where the
color appears to run down.
Highlights: Add a thin white or
light-colored line to the top
edge of your letters to simulate
a light source. This dramatically
enhances the 3D effect.
Background: Never neglect
the background. A simple
background (like a starry sky or
a brick pattern) frames your
letters and makes them stand
out even more.

Common Mistakes to
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Avoid When Learning
Graffiti Lettering

Every  artist  makes  mistakes,  but
knowing what to watch out for can
speed up your progress.

Starting with a Pen: Always
use a pencil first. Rushing to ink
will lead to messy,
unrecoverable errors.
Forgetting the Baseline: If
your letters dance up and down
inconsistently, the word looks
chaotic. Keep a mental or
physical baseline.
Overcomplicating Too Early:
Beginners often add too many
arrows, tridents, and
connections. Start simple.
Master the basic letter shape
before adding decorations.
Ignoring Negative Space:

Cluttering the inside of your
letters makes them unreadable.
Keep the holes (like the loop in
a "P") clear and defined.
Copying Without
Understanding: It is fine to
get inspiration from other
artists, but do not just copy
their letters. Analyze why they
work. What is the structure?
Then, apply that logic to your
own work.

Tips for Developing
Your Own Graffiti
Handstyle

Once you have the basics down, it is
time to develop your unique voice.

Practice Daily: Spend 10 to 151.
minutes a day just warming up.
Draw the same word over and


