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Introduction: Understanding
H.G. Wells’ Masterpiece
Through a War Of The Worlds
Chapter Summary

H.G. Wells’ The War of the Worlds, first published
in 1898, remains one of the most influential science
fiction novels ever written. It tells the terrifying
story of a Martian invasion of Earth, seen through
the eyes of an unnamed narrator. For students,
book club members, and casual readers alike, a
thorough War Of The Worlds Chapter Summary
can illuminate the novel’s complex structure, its
mounting tension, and its powerful social
commentary. This article provides a
comprehensive, chapter-by-chapter breakdown of
both Book One: The Coming of the Martians
and Book Two: The Earth Under the Martians.
By exploring each chapter in sequence, we will
reveal how Wells masterfully builds suspense,
develops his themes of imperialist irony and human
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simply revisiting a classic, this detailed War Of The
Worlds Chapter Summary will deepen your
appreciation of Wells’ visionary work.

Book One: The Coming of the
Martians - A Detailed War Of
The Worlds Chapter Summary

The first book of the novel establishes the setting,
the arrival of the Martians, and the rapid collapse of
human civilization in southern England. Below is a
chapter-by-chapter War Of The Worlds Chapter
Summary for Book One.

Chapter 1: The Eve of the War

The narrator sets the stage by describing the calm
before the storm. He explains that few people
believed in intelligent life on other planets, despite
observations of strange flashes on Mars. The
narrator reflects on the hubris of humanity, which
considered itself secure. He introduces his own life
in Woking, Surrey, and describes the unusual
activity observed on the Martian surface through
telescopes. This chapter establishes the theme of
human complacency in the face of an unknown
threat, a central idea in any War Of The Worlds
Chapter Summary.
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Chapter 2: The Falling Star

On a summer night, the narrator, his wife, and
others witness a shooting star that streaks across
the sky and lands on Horsell Common. The next
day, curiosity draws crowds to the impact site,
where an unusual cylinder lies half-buried in a
sandpit. The narrator describes the cylinder’s
strange metallic composition and the sounds of
activity coming from within. The local astronomers
are baffled, but the public remains intrigued rather
than alarmed.

Chapter 3: On Horsell Common

The cylinder begins to unscrew from the top,
revealing its occupants. The narrator is present as
the lid falls off, and the first Martian emerges. He
describes the creature in vivid, horrifying detail: a
large, grayish, tentacled being with a beak-like
mouth and large, dark eyes. The crowd reacts with
a mix of shock and fear. The narrator, along with
others, retreats as the Martians begin assembling
strange machinery. This chapter marks the first
direct encounter between humans and aliens.

Chapter 4: The Cylinder Opens

The narrator, along with a journalist named
Henderson, approaches the cylinder again. A
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communicate. However, the Martians use a heat-
ray to incinerate the delegation. The narrator
barely escapes, witnessing the horrifying power of
the Martian weapon. The peaceful encounter turns
into a massacre, signaling the true nature of the
invasion.

Chapter 5: The Heat-Ray

The narrator flees across the common as the heat-
ray is used again, destroying trees and carts. He
describes the chaos that erupts among the
spectators. The local authorities are slow to
respond, and the narrator returns home to his wife
in Woking, deeply shaken. He begins to realize the
scale of the threat but still underestimates the
Martians’ capabilities.

Chapter 6: The Heat-Ray in the
Chobham Road

The narrator attempts to return to the pit with a
friend, but they encounter terrified survivors fleeing
the destruction. The heat-ray has been used on a
larger scale, killing many people. The narrator
witnesses the aftermath of the attack, including
burned bodies and destroyed vehicles. He learns
that the Martians have begun constructing a second
machine, a fighting-machine with long, flexible
metal legs.
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Chapter 7: How | Reached Home

The narrator struggles to make his way back to
Woking through the panicked crowds. He finally
reaches his house and finds his wife safe. They
discuss the situation, and the narrator resolves to
take her to safety in Leatherhead. He borrows a
horse and cart from a neighbor and sets out with
his wife.

Chapter 8: Friday Night

The narrator leaves his wife with relatives in
Leatherhead and attempts to return to Woking to
retrieve belongings. However, he is delayed and
becomes trapped as the Martian attack intensifies.
He witnesses a Martian fighting-machine crossing
the landscape, destroying homes and roads. The
sense of isolation and danger grows as the narrator
realizes he cannot return to his wife.

Chapter 9: The Fighting Begins

The narrator witnesses the first military
engagement against the Martians. A horse artillery
battery attempts to attack the Martian tripods, but
the heat-ray destroys the soldiers and their
equipment. The Martians prove to be
overwhelmingly superior in firepower. The narrator
describes the sound of the Martian war cry — “Ulla,
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Chapter Summary.
Chapter 10: In the Storm

As the Martians advance, a massive thunderstorm
breaks out. The narrator takes shelter in a house
and meets a frightened curate. The curate is
hysterical, interpreting the invasion as divine
punishment. The narrator tries to calm him, but the
curate’s fear only increases. Together, they witness
the Martians using a black smoke weapon that
poisons the air and kills everything in its path.

Chapter 11: At the Window

From the window of the house, the narrator and the
curate observe the Martians’ continued advance.
They see the Martians up close, including their
handling of human captives. The narrator realizes
that the Martians are not merely killing but also
collecting humans for an unknown purpose, a
realization that deepens the horror.

Chapter 12: What | Saw of the
Destruction of Weybridge and
Shepperton

The narrator describes the devastation of these
towns. The Martians attack with both the heat-ray
and the black smoke. The narrator witnesses the
frantic efforts of civilians to flee across the River
Thames. Many are killed by the black smoke or



War Of The Worlds Chapter Summary

picture of societal collapse under the Martian
onslaught.

Chapter 13: How | Fell in with the
Curate

The narrator and the curate are separated during
the chaos but later reunite. They find themselves
trapped in a ruined house in Halliford as the
Martians continue their advance. The curate
becomes increasingly irrational, praying and
weeping. The narrator struggles to maintain his own
composure while trying to reason with the curate.
Their forced companionship becomes a study in
psychological stress under extreme conditions.

Chapter 14: In London

The narrative shifts briefly to the perspective of the
narrator’s brother, who is in London. The brother
learns of the invasion through news reports and
witnesses the growing panic in the capital. The
chapter describes the large-scale evacuation of
London, with trains overflowing and roads clogged
with refugees. The brother eventually escapes the
city by commandeering a small boat on the
Thames.

Chapter 15: What Had Happened in
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Surrey

This chapter provides a broader view of the
invasion’s progress across Surrey. The military
makes desperate stands but is repeatedly defeated.
The Martians’ tripods move quickly across the
countryside, and their use of the heat-ray and black
smoke leaves a trail of destruction. The narrator
reflects on the complete failure of human
technology and tactics against the Martians.

Chapter 16: The Exodus from London

The brother’s journey continues as he flees London
alongside thousands of others. He experiences the
chaos of the exodus: fights over transportation,
abandoned belongings, and the constant threat of
the Martians’ approach. The chapter emphasizes
the breakdown of social order and the primal
instinct for survival that takes over.

Chapter 17: The “Thunder Child”

In one of the novel’s most dramatic episodes, the
brother witnesses the HMS Thunder Child, a
British ironclad warship, engage the Martians as
they approach the coast. The ship successfully
destroys two Martian tripods before being
destroyed by a third. This heroic but ultimately
futile act allows many civilian boats to escape
across the English Channel. The chapter
underscores both human courage and the
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Book Two: The Earth Under
the Martians - Completing the
War Of The Worlds Chapter
Summary

Book Two shifts focus to the narrator’s experience
of surviving under Martian occupation. This War Of
The Worlds Chapter Summary continues with a
detailed look at each chapter in the second book.

Chapter 1: Under Foot

The narrator and the curate are still trapped in the
ruined house in Halliford. They hear the Martians
moving outside and observe their activities from a
hiding place. The narrator realizes that the Martians
are systematically hunting down and capturing
humans. He also discovers that the Martians are
using a kind of handling-machine — a smaller,
tentacled robot — to carry out precise tasks. The
chapter emphasizes the dehumanization and
powerlessness of the survivors.

Chapter 2: What We Saw from the
Ruined House
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machine. They also witness the Martians feeding on
human blood, which the narrator describes with
revulsion and horror. This revelation further
dehumanizes the Martians while also making their
alien nature even more terrifying. The curate’s
mental state continues to deteriorate.

Chapter 3: The Days of Imprisonment

The narrator and the curate remain trapped in the
house for days, running low on food and water. The
Martians are active outside, and the two men must
remain silent to avoid detection. The curate
becomes increasingly loud and erratic, and the
narrator fears that he will attract the Martians’
attention. The chapter builds tension through the
claustrophobic setting and the psychological strain
of prolonged captivity.

Chapter 4: The Death of the Curate

The



