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Introduction: Beyond the Bloody Nine

Joe Abercrombie's The Blade Itself stands as a landmark in modern fantasy. It launched the First Law
trilogy and introduced readers to a world that was brutal, cynical, and darkly humorous. For many,
finishing this novel creates an immediate hunger for more of the same. You yearn for that same blend
of gritty realism, morally compromised characters, sharp dialogue, and visceral action. Finding books
like The Blade Itself is a quest for the heart of grimdark itself. This article explores a curated
selection of novels and series that capture the essential spirit of Abercrombie's masterpiece, whether
through their cynical tone, complex antiheroes, or their unflinching look at the nature of power and
violence.

What Makes The Blade Itself Unique?

Before diving into recommendations, it helps to understand the core ingredients that make The Blade
Itself so compelling. This isn't a standard epic fantasy. The plot often takes a backseat to character
development and atmosphere. The world is not one of shining heroes and clear-cut evil, but of gray
morality where everyone is flawed, selfish, or broken. The prose is sharp, modern, and often laugh-out-
loud funny in its cynicism. The characters—like the crippled torturer Glokta, the barbarian Logen
Ninefingers, and the narcissistic nobleman Jezal dan Luthar—are unforgettable precisely because they
are so human in their weaknesses. Any book that captures even a few of these elements can be
considered a worthy follow-up.

Darker and Grittier: The Core of Grimdark Fantasy

For readers who loved the unapologetic brutality and moral ambiguity, these series are the closest you
can get to the spirit of The Blade Itself.

The Black Company Series by Glen Cook

If Joe Abercrombie is the modern face of grimdark, Glen Cook is its godfather. The Black Company
series is a foundational text of the genre. It follows a mercenary company of the same name as they
hire themselves out to the highest bidder—often the bad guys. Told from the perspective of the
company's physician and chronicler, Croaker, the narrative is terse, gritty, and unromantic. Like
Abercrombie, Cook strips away the glamour of warfare, focusing on the survival, camaraderie, and
moral compromises of soldiers. The tone is bleakly pragmatic, and the characters are more concerned
with getting paid than with saving the world. This is essential reading for anyone seeking books like
The Blade Itself that pioneered the genre.

The Prince of Nothing Series by R. Scott Bakker

R. Scott Bakker's series is darker, denser, and more philosophically intense than Abercrombie's work,
but it shares a deep skepticism about heroism and meaning. The story centers on a Holy War and the
machinations of the mysterious and manipulative Anastrimbor Kellhus, a man who can read and
control others with terrifying precision. This is not a light read. The world is crushingly cruel, the
violence is horrific, and the themes delve into the nature of consciousness and damnation. However,
for those who appreciated the psychological depth and the sense of a world without easy answers in
The Blade Itself, Bakker offers an even more profound and disturbing exploration of the same
territory.

Character-Driven Stories with Complex Antiheroes

Abercrombie's greatest strength is arguably his characters. These novels feature protagonists just as
morally complex and compelling as Logen, Glokta, and Jezal.

Beyond Redemption by Michael R. Fletcher

This novel is a masterclass in creating unlikeable but fascinating characters. In a world where belief
shapes reality, the most powerful individuals are the most dangerously insane. The story follows a cast
of thieves, murderers, and self-proclaimed gods as they scheme against each other. The tone is darkly
comedic and relentlessly cynical, very much in the vein of Abercrombie's snarky narration. The
characters are driven by their own selfish, often pathological, desires, making for a reading experience
that is both disturbing and hilarious. It is a hidden gem for anyone searching for books like The Blade
Itself that prioritize character over plot.

The Lies of Locke Lamora by Scott Lynch

While tonally lighter in some respects, The Lies of Locke Lamora shares The Blade Itself's sharp
wit, clever dialogue, and focus on a tight-knit group of flawed individuals. Locke Lamora is the leader of
a band of con artists in the Venetian-inspired city of Camorr. The story is part heist novel, part revenge
thriller. The camaraderie among the Gentlemen Bastards echoes the bond between Logen and his
crew. The violence, when it comes, is sudden and brutal, shattering the veneer of playful adventure.
Scott Lynch's prose is as addictive as Abercrombie's, making this a top recommendation for fans who
loved the blend of humor and darkness.

The Greatcoats Series by Sebastien de Castell

This series offers a different kind of antihero. Falcio val Mond and his fellow Greatcoats were once the
king's magistrates, sworn to uphold the law. Now, they are reviled outlaws in a kingdom where the
nobility rules without justice. The tone is swashbuckling and witty, but beneath the surface is a deep
well of pain, cynicism, and moral complexity. Falcio is @ man trying to hold onto a code of honor in a
world that has abandoned it, much like Logen's struggle with his own violent nature. The dialogue is
sharp, the action is beautifully choreographed, and the emotional payoff is immense. This is an
excellent choice for readers who appreciated the thematic weight behind the sarcasm in The Blade
Itself.

Worldbuilding and Atmosphere: Living in a Broken
World

The world of the First Law is gritty, lived-in, and feels authentic. These books capture a similar sense of
a world that is decaying, unjust, or indifferent.

The Steel Remains by Richard K. Morgan

Richard K. Morgan brings his signature hardboiled, science fiction sensibility to fantasy. The world of
The Steel Remains is a brutal and cynical one, where the heroes of a past war are now marginalized
relics. The protagonist, Ringil Eskiath, is a disillusioned, cynical, and dangerous man who wants nothing
more than to be left alone. The book features explicit violence, sex, and a profound sense of world-
weariness. The atmosphere is thick with corruption and decay, and the protagonist's internal
monologue is as sharp and cynical as anything Glokta could offer. This is a perfect match for fans of the
grim atmosphere of The Blade Itself.

The Red Knight by Miles Cameron

For readers who loved the detailed, realistic combat in Abercrombie's books, The Red Knight is a
must-read. Miles Cameron (a pen name for historian Christian Cameron) writes battle scenes with a
level of tactical and technical detail that is unmatched. The story is about a mercenary captain and his
company who are hired to defend a nunnery from a monstrous threat. Like The Blade Itself, this book
revels in the practicalities of warfare—armor, logistics, morale—while avoiding heroic clichés. The world
is rich with history and political intrigue, and the characters are complex and driven by self-interest. It
offers a similarly immersive and grounded fantasy experience.

Standalone Novels and Duologies for a Shorter
Commitment

If you are looking for a single book or a shorter series that captures the feel of The Blade Itself, these
are excellent options.

Best Served Cold by Joe Abercrombie

It might seem like a cheat, but if you have not continued on in the First Law world, this standalone
novel is arguably Abercrombie's best work. It is a revenge story set in the same world, featuring a
ruthless female mercenary, Monza Murcatto. The prose is tighter, the characters are even more broken
and fascinating, and the plot is a masterclass in pacing. It captures everything that made The Blade
Itself great and refines it. This is a must-read.

The Library at Mount Char by Scott Hawkins

This is a wild, violent, and utterly original novel that defies easy categorization. It follows a group of
adopted siblings who have been raised by a god-like librarian and now must navigate a world of cosmic
horror and human vulnerability. It shares with The Blade Itself a darkly humorous tone, a cast of
deeply damaged characters, and a willingness to be shocking and unpredictable. The atmosphere is
surreal and haunting, but the emotional core is surprisingly grounded. It is a perfect recommendation
for readers who want something fresh that still delivers the same kind of visceral, character-driven
punch.

Conclusion: Your Next Obsession Awaits

Finding books like The Blade Itself is a rewarding journey through the darker corners of fantasy
fiction. Joe Abercrombie did not invent grimdark, but he perfected a particular voice and style that
resonates deeply with readers. Whether you are drawn to the cynical wit of Locke Lamora, the
historical grit of The Red Knight, the philosophical darkness of R. Scott Bakker, or the pioneering
bleakness of Glen Cook, the genre offers a wealth of stories that explore what it truly means to live in a
world without easy heroes. Each of these recommendations captures a piece of that magic. So, delve
into these harsh and unforgiving worlds. You will find characters who feel real, conflicts that feel
consequential, and a narrative experience that stays with you long after the final page is turned.
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