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Attorney At Law
Plural Form

Introduction: The Peculiar
Puzzle of Pluralizing Legal
Titles

Navigating the English language can be tricky enough, but
when you add the formalities of the legal profession, the
rules can become even more confusing. One phrase that
frequently trips up both aspiring writers and seasoned
professionals is the plural form of “attorney at law.” While
the singular t i t le—an attorney at  law—seems
straightforward, its pluralization often leads to debates,
misspellings, and awkward phrasing. Is it “attorneys at
law,” “attorney at laws,” or something else entirely?
Understanding the correct usage is not just a matter of
grammatical pride; it is essential for anyone who drafts
legal documents, writes about the judiciary, or simply
wants  to  sound authori tat ive in  professional
communication.

In this comprehensive guide, we will dissect the attorney
at law plural form, explore the logic behind its structure,



compare it with similar legal titles, and provide clear
examples that you can apply in your own writing. By the
end, you will not only know the correct plural but also
understand why the language works the way it does.
Whether you are a paralegal, a law student, a blogger
covering court cases, or a curious reader, this article will
equip you with the knowledge to use this term with
confidence.

What Does “Attorney at Law”
Actually Mean?

Before tackling the plural, it helps to clarify the singular.
An attorney at law is a legal professional who has been
licensed to practice law and represent clients in court. The
title distinguishes a licensed lawyer from other types of
attorneys, such as an “attorney in fact” (a person
authorized to act on behalf of another, often through a
power of attorney, but not necessarily a lawyer). The
phrase is composed of two core elements: “attorney,”
meaning a legal agent, and “at law,” indicating that the
person is authorized to act within the legal system.

The term is often used interchangeably with “lawyer,”
though technically “attorney” suggests a more specific role
of representation. In formal legal writing, the full title
“attorney at law” is still prevalent, particularly in contracts,
court filings, and professional correspondence.
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Understanding this foundation is crucial because the
pluralization rules flow directly from the structure of the
singular phrase.

Breaking Down the Grammar: Why
“Attorneys at Law” is Correct

When pluralizing a compound term like “attorney at law,”
the general rule is to make the primary noun plural while
leaving the prepositional phrase unchanged. The primary
noun here is “attorney,” so we pluralize it to “attorneys.”
The phrase “at law” acts as a modifier describing the type
of attorney, and modifiers do not change number.
Therefore, the correct attorney at law plural form is
“attorneys at law.”

This pattern holds true for similar titles where the core
noun is followed by a prepositional phrase. For example:

Passerby becomes passersby (make the main noun
“passer” plural).
Mother-in-law becomes mothers-in-law (pluralize
“mother”).
Editor in chief becomes editors in chief (pluralize
“editor”).

By analogy, attorney at law becomes attorneys at law. It
would be ungrammatical to say “attorney at laws” because
“law” is not the noun being pluralized—it is part of the



descriptive phrase. Similarly, “attorneys at laws” is
redundant and incorrect.

Common Mistakes and Misconceptions

Despite the clear rule, you will frequently encounter errors
in both casual and professional writing. One of the most
common mistakes is “attorney’s at law”—adding an
apostrophe to create a possessive that is then pluralized
incorrectly. Another error is “attorney at laws,” which
treats “law” as the word that needs to be plural. A third
confusion arises when people drop the prepositional
phrase altogether and just write “attorneys,” which is fine
in informal contexts but loses the specific legal nuance.

In legal documents, precision is paramount. A judge or a
client might notice if you refer to “attorney at laws” in a
pleading. Such errors can undermine your credibility. The
safest rule is to remember: pluralize the “attorney” part,
not the “law” part.

Comparing the Plural Form
with Other Legal Titles

Legal English is full of compound titles that follow similar
pluralization patterns. Understanding a few common
examples can help reinforce the rule for attorney at law
plural form.
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Attorney General vs. Attorneys General

One of the most frequently botched plural forms is
“attorney general.” Many people mistakenly say “attorney
generals.” However, the correct plural is attorneys
general because “general” is an adjective describing the
type of attorney, not a noun. The same logic applies:
pluralize the core noun (“attorney”), leave the descriptor
(“general”) unchanged. Very similar to “attorney at law,”
but here the descriptor is an adjective rather than a
prepositional phrase. The principle remains consistent:
modify the head noun.

Justice of the Peace vs. Justices of the Peace

Another example: “justice of the peace” becomes justices
of the peace. The core noun “justice” takes the plural,
while “of the peace” stays as is. This further demonstrates
the systematic nature of English pluralization for
compound legal titles.

Counsel vs. Counselors

The word “counsel” is a bit different because it can be both
singular and plural, but a “counsel at law” (less common)
would follow the same pattern: “counsels at law.”
However, “counsel” is often used as a collective noun. For
clarity, stick with the traditional pattern.



Practical Usage: Where and
When to Use “Attorneys at
Law”

Knowing the correct attorney at law plural form is one
thing; using it naturally in writing is another. Here are
some common contexts where you will need to apply this
plural.

In Legal Documents

Contracts, affidavits, and court pleadings may refer to
multiple legal representatives. For example: “The
attorneys at law representing the plaintiff filed a joint
motion.” Or “All attorneys at law appearing before this
court must be licensed in the state.” Using the correct
plural adds professionalism and legal exactitude.

In Law Firm Names and Marketing

Many law firms use “Attorneys at Law” in their name, e.g.,
“Smith & Jones, Attorneys at Law.” When referring to the
members of the firm collectively, you might say: “The
firm’s attorneys at law have over 50 years of combined
experience.” Notice that “attorneys at law” remains
unchanged whether you are talking about two lawyers or
twenty.
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In Journalism and Blogging

If you write about the legal industry, you will often need to
discuss groups of lawyers. For instance: “Several high-
profile attorneys at law have spoken out against the new
regulation.” The phrase is correct, formal, and instantly
conveys that these are licensed legal practitioners.

In Academic Writing

Legal scholars writing about the history of the bar might
say: “In the 19th century, attorneys at law were distinct
from barristers in England.” Again, the plural form holds.

Is There Ever a Case to Use
“Attorneys at Laws”?

Given the natural human tendency to pluralize the last
word they hear, you might wonder if “attorneys at laws”
could be acceptable in colloquial speech. The short answer
is no. While language evolves, this particular compound
has been stable for centuries. Changing it would create
ambiguity; “laws” would suggest multiple legal codes, not
multiple lawyers. The entire phrase “attorney at law” is a
fixed expression, and tampering with its internal grammar
breaks the idiom.

Some informal writing (e.g., casual emails, social media)



might ignore the rule, but for any form of professional
communication, stick with “attorneys at law.” It is the only
form recognized by legal style guides, including the
Bluebook and Chicago Manual of Style.

Tips for Remembering the
Correct Plural

If you find yourself second-guessing, here are a few
memory aids:

Focus on the core noun. The word “attorney” is1.
the main actor; it does the pluralizing. The phrase
“at law” is just a tag along.
Think of similar compounds. “Passersby” and2.
“mothers-in-law” follow the same pattern. Once you
memorize one, you can apply it to others.
Read it aloud. “The attorneys at law are here”3.
sounds natural. “The attorney at laws are here”
sounds jarring—your ear will tell you it is wrong.
Use a style guide. When in doubt, consult a legal4.
writing reference. Most agree on the plural
“attorneys at law.”

Beyond Pluralization:
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Understanding the Singular
and Possessive Forms

To fully master the term, it helps to know its other
grammatical forms as well.

Singular: an attorney at law
Plural: attorneys at law
Singular possessive: an attorney at law’s argument
(the argument of one attorney at law)
Plural possessive: the attorneys at law’s arguments
(the arguments of multiple attorneys at law)

Notice that in the possessive forms, the phrase “at law”
remains intact, and only the core noun (plus an apostrophe)
changes. For example: “The attorneys at law’s objections
were overruled.” This aligns with standard English
possessive rules.

The Global Perspective: Usage
in Different English-Speaking
Countries

While the term “attorney at law” is most common in the
United States, its plural form is understood across the
English-speaking legal world. In the United Kingdom,
barristers and solicitors are more commonly used, but



“attorney at law” still appears in historical contexts. In
Canada and Australia, the title “lawyer” or “barrister and
solicitor” is typical, yet “attorney at law” is recognized in
formal documents, especially those relating to powers of
attorney. The plural “attorneys at law” remains the same
regardless of jurisdiction.

If you are writing for an international audience, using the
correct plural reinforces your command of legal English. It
avoids the kind of small mistake that can distract a reader
in a profession where precision is everything.

Tips for Non-Native English Speakers

Many ESL learners struggle with compound noun plurals.
A simple exercise is to break down the phrase: find the
main noun and pluralize it first. For “attorney at law,” the
main noun is clearly “attorney.” Then attach the
prepositional phrase. Practice with other examples like
“sister-in-law” (sisters-in-law) and “man-of-war” (men-of-
war) to build confidence.

Conclusion: Mastery Through
Understanding

The attorney at law plural form may seem like a small
detail, but in the legal profession, details matter. By
learning to correctly write “attorneys at law,” you
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demonstrate attention to linguistic precision—a trait highly
valued in law and in professional writing generally.
Remember: pluralize the “attorney,” not the “law.” This
rule will serve you well across many compound titles and
will ensure your writing remains clear, authoritative, and
error-free.

Whether you are drafting a legal brief, updating a firm’s
website, or simply engaging in a discussion about the
courts, you can now confidently refer to multiple legal
professionals as “attorneys at law.” It is correct, it is
natural, and it


