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For generations of home bakers, the
sight of a yellow bag of Nestlé Toll
House morsels is enough to trigger a
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flood of warm, buttery memories. But
equally iconic is the small, spiral-
bound cookbook that often
accompanied those bags or sat on
kitchen counters across America: the
Nestle Toll House Recipe
Collection Favorite Recipes Series
By Kraft Inc. This unassuming
collection, produced during a period
when Kraft Foods owned the brand,
became a staple in millions of
households, offering more than just the
classic chocolate chip cookie recipe. It
represented a curated journey into the
heart of American baking, combining
convenience with beloved home-style
flavors.

In this article, we will explore the
history and legacy of this recipe series,
dive into its most cherished recipes,
discuss its unique place in the world of
branded cookbooks, and reflect on why
it continues to hold a special spot in
the pantries and hearts of bakers
today.

Origins of a Baking
Phenomenon

The story of the Nestlé Toll House
brand begins with Ruth Wakefield and
the Toll House Inn in the 1930s, but
the evolution into a packaged brand
cookbook took decades. By the 1970s
and 1980s, Kraft Inc had acquired the
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partnership that later evolved). Kraft,
known for its marketing prowess,
recognized that the brand was
synonymous with chocolate chip
cookies. However, they also saw an
opportunity to expand the usage of the
morsels beyond cookies—into cakes,
brownies, bars, and even main dishes.

Thus was born the Nestle Toll House
Recipe Collection Favorite Recipes
Series By Kraft Inc. This was not just
a single cookbook; it was a series of
recipe collections, often sold at
grocery store checkout counters,
included in promotional mailers, or
given away with the purchase of

Kraft In

promised "favorite recipes" that had
been tested and perfected in Kraft
kitchens. It tapped into the home
baker's desire for reliable, crowd-
pleasing desserts that required
minimal exotic ingredients.

What Made This Recipe Series
So Special?

The Nestle Toll House Recipe
Collection Favorite Recipes Series By
Kraft Inc stood out for several reasons.
First, it was incredibly user-friendly.
The recipes were written in clear,
straightforward language, with
ingredients that were almost always
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already on hand: flour, sugar, butter,
eggs, vanilla, and of course, Nestlé Toll
House morsels. Second, the series
emphasized versatility. Bakers could
learn to make everything from classic
chocolate chip cookies to Toll House
pie, chocolate chip cheesecake, and
even chocolate chip banana bread.

Another hallmark was the inclusion of
"Kraft touches"—using ingredients like
Kraft marshmallows, Cool Whip, or
Philadelphia cream cheese to elevate
the recipes. This cross-promotion was
typical of Kraft's strategy, but it
resulted in some truly delicious and
memorable desserts. The series also
featured Dbeautiful, full-color

photography that made even simple
recipes look irresistible.

Iconic Recipes from the
Collection

While the series contained dozens of
recipes, a few stand out as timeless
classics that have been passed down
through families. Let's explore some of
the most beloved.

The Original Nestlé Toll House
Chocolate Chip Cookie

Of course, no collection would be
complete without the recipe that
started it all. The version published in
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By Kraft Inc adhered closely to the
original formula: 2 1/4 cups all-purpose
flour, 1 teaspoon baking soda, 1
teaspoon salt, 1 cup butter, 3/4 cup
granulated sugar, 3/4 cup packed

brown sugar, 1 teaspoon vanilla
extract, 2 large eggs, and 2 cups (12-
ounce package) of Nestlé Toll House
Semi-Sweet Chocolate Morsels.
Optional: 1 cup chopped nuts. The
instructions emphasized creaming the
butter and sugars until light and fluffy,
then adding eggs and vanilla, and
finally stirring in the flour mixture and
chips. The result was a perfectly
chewy, crispy-edged cookie that

Toll House Pie

One of the most famous innovations
from the series was the Toll House Pie.
This decadent dessert combined a
buttery pie crust with a filling made
from eggs, sugar, butter, flour, and a
generous amount of chocolate morsels,
often with walnuts. It was essentially a
chocolate chip cookie in pie form, and
it became a hit at potlucks and holiday
dinners. The recipe from the Kraft
series often included a dollop of Cool
Whip or a drizzle of chocolate syrup for
an extra touch.
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Chocolate Chip Banana Bread

Baking with ripe bananas was given a
delicious upgrade in this series. The
recipe for Chocolate Chip Banana
Bread found in the Nestle Toll House
Recipe Collection Favorite Recipes
Series By Kraft Inc added a cup of
morsels to a moist, classic banana
bread batter. It became a favorite way
to use up overripe bananas, and the
combination of chocolate and banana
proved irresistible to both children and
adults.

Chocolate Chip Cheesecake

For truly special occasions, the series

offered a rich and creamy Chocolate
Chip Cheesecake. Using a chocolate
wafer crust (often made from crushed
Oreos or chocolate graham crackers),
a smooth cream cheese filling, and
melted Nestlé Toll House morsels
swirled throughout, this dessert was a
showstopper. Kraft's inclusion of
Philadelphia cream cheese ensured a
luscious texture, and the recipe
became a staple for birthdays and
celebrations.

More Than Desserts: Savory
Surprises

While the series was predominantly
focused on sweets, it also dared to
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incorporated chocolate morsels in
unexpected ways. For example, there
were recipes for Chocolate Chili,
where unsweetened cocoa and semi-
sweet morsels added depth and
richness to the stew. There were also
recipes for Chocolate-Glazed Ham or
Pork Tenderloin, where melted morsels
were used in a glaze along with brown
sugar and mustard. These innovative
recipes showcased the versatility of
the product and encouraged home
cooks to think beyond the cookie jar.

The Legacy of the Kraft Inc

L e
l.l.l.l.’

The Nestle Toll House Recipe
Collection Favorite Recipes Series
By Kraft Inc is a fascinating artifact
of a specific era in American food
marketing. Kraft's ownership of the
brand (which later changed hands)
meant that the series was heavily
promoted through in-store displays,
coupon inserts, and mail-in offers. The
cookbooks themselves were affordable,
often priced at a few dollars or
available for free with the purchase of
multiple packages of morsels.

This strategy worked brilliantly. The
series did not just sell chocolate chips;
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it sold a lifestyle of home baking,
family togetherness, and reliable
deliciousness. It also built strong
brand loyalty. Bakers who succeeded
with the Toll House Pie were likely to
continue buying Nestlé Toll House
morsels for years to come.

Why the Series Still Resonates
Today

In an age of digital recipes and viral
social media trends, the Nestle Toll
House Recipe Collection Favorite
Recipes Series By Kraft Inc enjoys a
nostalgic resurgence. Many millennials
and Gen Xers remember flipping
through these glossy pages in their

parents' kitchens. Collectors now seek
out original copies on eBay and in
thrift stores. The recipes themselves
are being revisited by a new
generation of bakers who appreciate
their simplicity and reliability.

Moreover, the series represents a time
when cooking from a physical
cookbook was a tactile, comforting
experience. There were no ads, no pop-
ups, no scrolling—just carefully
curated recipes that had been tested to
perfection. The series also embodies
the spirit of American home baking in
the late 20th century: generous, sweet,
and always centered around a trusted
brand.
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Original Series Today

If you are lucky enough to own a copy
of the Nestle Toll House Recipe
Collection Favorite Recipes Series
By Kraft Inc, or if you find a digital
reproduction, there are a few tips to
ensure success. First, note that older
recipes often used salted butter; if you
use unsalted, add a pinch of extra salt.
Second, some older recipes call for
"margarine" instead of
butter—substitute butter for superior
flavor and texture. Finally, always use
current Nestlé Toll House morsels for
the best results; the formula has
remained remarkably consistent over

Conclusion

The Nestle Toll House Recipe
Collection Favorite Recipes Series
By Kraft Inc is more than just a
cookbook; it is a time capsule of
American baking culture. From its
humble beginnings as a promotional
booklet to its status as a beloved
kitchen classic, this series has helped
countless bakers create delicious
memories. Whether you are making
the original chocolate chip cookies, the
famous Toll House Pie, or a decadent
chocolate chip cheesecake, you are
participating in a tradition that spans
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generations. As long as there are warm treasures—folded, stained, and
ovens and sweet cravings, these lovingly used—in homes across the
recipes will continue to be country.



