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Biography Of Leonardo
Da Vinci

Introduction: The Quintessential
Renaissance Man

When we speak  of  genius  that  transcends  time and
discipline, one name rises above all others: Leonardo da
Vinci. He is not merely a painter of the Mona Lisa or a
sculptor of lost masterpieces; he is the embodiment of
the Renaissance ideal—a man driven by an insatiable
curiosity  about  the natural  world.  The biography of
Leonardo da Vinci is a journey through art, science,
engineering, anatomy, and philosophy. Born in 1452 in
the small Tuscan hill town of Vinci, he died in 1519 in
the arms of the French king, leaving behind thousands
of  pages  of  notebooks  that  reveal  a  mind  centuries
ahead of its time. This article explores the life, works,
and enduring legacy of the man whose genius continues
to inspire millions.

Early Life and Apprenticeship in



Florence

Birth and Family Background

Leonardo di  ser Piero da Vinci  was born on April  15,
1452, as the illegitimate son of a Florentine notary, Piero
da  Vinci,  and  a  peasant  woman  named  Caterina.
Growing up in Vinci, a picturesque village surrounded by
rolling hills, young Leonardo developed a deep love for
nature.  He  spent  hours  observing  birds,  plants,  and
flowing  water—observations  that  would  later  fill  his
notebooks. Though his formal education was limited, he
learned basic reading, writing, and arithmetic, but his
true education began when his  father  recognized his
artistic talent.

Apprenticeship with Andrea del Verrocchio

Around the age of fourteen, Leonardo moved to Florence
to  apprentice  with  the  renowned  artist  Andrea  del
Verrocchio. In Verrocchio’s workshop—a bustling hub of
painting, sculpture, and metalwork—Leonardo absorbed
techniques  that  would  become  his  signature:
chiaroscuro (the use of light and shadow) and sfumato
(the smoky blending of  colors).  He worked alongside
other  young  talents  like  Sandro  Botticelli  and  Pietro
Perugino. A famous anecdote tells of Leonardo painting
an angel in Verrocchio’s Baptism of Christ with such skill
that  the  master  reportedly  never  picked  up  a  brush
again. By the age of twenty, Leonardo was listed as a
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master in the Guild of Saint Luke, and his career was
launched.

The Artistic Masterpieces:
Paintings That Changed the
World

The Mona Lisa: The Smile That Became a
Legend

Arguably the most famous painting in the world,  the
Mona Lisa was created between 1503 and 1519. The
subject is widely believed to be Lisa Gherardini, the wife
of a Florentine silk merchant. What makes this portrait
revolutionary is not just the enigmatic smile,  but the
groundbreaking  use  of  atmospheric  perspective.  The
background  landscape  dissolves  into  hazy  blues  and
greens,  while  the  subject’s  eyes  seem to  follow  the
viewer. Leonardo used layers of thin glazes to create an
almost living presence. The painting remained with him
until  his death, perhaps because he considered it  his
most personal work.

The Last Supper: A Study in Emotion and
Perspective

Commissioned  for  the  refectory  of  the  monastery  of
Santa  Maria  delle  Grazie  in  Milan,  The  Last  Supper



(1495–1498)  captures  the  precise  moment  Jesus
announces  that  one  of  his  disciples  will  betray  him.
Leonardo  broke  from tradition  by  arranging  the  figures
in  dynamic  groups  rather  than  a  static  row.  The
geometry of the composition—with Christ at the center
and  the  architectural  lines  drawing  the  eye  to  his
face—creates a powerful sense of drama. Unfortunately,
Leonardo  experimented  with  an  unstable  fresco
technique  (tempera  on  dry  plaster),  leading  to  early
deterioration. Nevertheless, the painting remains one of
the most studied works in art history.

Other Notable Works

The Virgin of the Rocks (two versions) — An
exquisite depiction of Mary, Jesus, John the
Baptist, and an angel in a mysterious grotto,
showcasing Leonardo’s fascination with geology
and chiaroscuro.
Lady with an Ermine — A portrait of Cecilia
Gallerani, mistress of Ludovico Sforza, admired for
the subtle rendering of the animal and the sitter’s
intelligence.
Vitruvian Man — Though a drawing, not a
painting, this iconic image of a nude man in two
superimposed positions encapsulates Renaissance
ideals of harmony and proportion.
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The Scientist and Inventor: A
Mind Beyond Art

Anatomy and the Study of the Human
Body

Leonardo  considered  the  human  body  a  machine
governed  by  natural  laws.  Over  several  decades,  he
dissected more than thirty corpses—including those of
men,  women,  and  fetuses—to  understand  muscles,
bones, and organs. His anatomical drawings are eerily
accurate  and  beautiful,  combining  observation  with
artistic precision. He discovered the way heart valves
work, the structure of the spine, and even the cross-
section of a human fetus in the womb. His notes on the
“mirror writing” (written from right to left) were not a
code, but likely a way to protect his findings from critics.
Many of these drawings were lost for centuries, only to
emerge and prove how centuries ahead of his time he
truly was.

Engineering and Inventions

Leonardo’s  notebooks  are  filled  with  designs  for  flying
machines, war engines, hydraulic pumps, and musical
instruments.  He studied the flight  of  birds  to  design an
ornithopter, a precursor to the modern helicopter. He
sketched  a  primitive  tank,  a  diving  suit,  and  a  self-
propelled  cart  that  some  regard  as  the  first  car.  While



many  of  these  inventions  were  never  built,  they
demonstrate a systematic approach to problem-solving
that  presaged  the  scientific  method.  His  Codex
Leicester, which discusses the properties of water and
the movement of the earth, was purchased by Bill Gates
in 1994.

Scientific Observations

Leonardo was not a formal theorist, but he conducted
experiments in optics, geology, and botany. He studied
the  reflection  of  light,  the  formation  of  fossils,  and  the
flow of rivers. His understanding of the earth’s age—far
older than biblical accounts—was radical for his time. He
once wrote, “The sun does not move,” a statement that
hinted at heliocentrism decades before Copernicus.

Life in Milan, Rome, and France

Years in Milan Under Ludovico Sforza

From  1482  to  1499,  Leonardo  worked  for  Ludovico
Sforza, the Duke of Milan. He was tasked not just as a
painter,  but  as  an  engineer,  architect,  and  event
designer.  He  organized  elaborate  festivals  and  built
fortifications.  It  was  here  that  he  painted  The  Last
Supper and began work on a massive equestrian statue
of Francesco Sforza (never cast due to war). The bronze
was instead used for cannons, a disappointment that
haunted him.
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Later Travels and Service to Cesare Borgia

After  Milan  fell  to  the  French,  Leonardo  traveled  to
Venice and then to Florence, where he engaged in a
fierce artistic rivalry with the younger Michelangelo.  He
also  worked  briefly  for  Cesare  Borgia  as  a  military
architect, mapping fortresses with incredible precision.
His  maps  were  among  the  first  to  show  a  bird’s-eye
view,  blending  geometry  and  observation.

Final Years in France

In 1516, at  the invitation of  King Francis I,  Leonardo
moved  to  the  Château  du  Clos  Lucé  near  Amboise,
France. He was given the title “First Painter, Engineer,
and  Architect  of  the  King.”  Though  his  right  hand
became paralyzed,  he continued to  draw and sketch
ideas. He died on May 2, 1519, at the age of 67. Legend
says he died in the arms of the king.

Legacy and Influence: Why
Leonardo Still Matters

The Renaissance Man Archetype

The  biography  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci  defines  the
concept  of  the  “Renaissance  man”—a  person  with
expertise  in  multiple  fields.  His  example  inspired
generations of artists, scientists, and thinkers to break



down the barriers between disciplines.

Preservation of His Work

Only about 15 finished paintings survive, but thousands
of  pages  of  notebooks  remain.  These  are  scattered
across collections like the Royal Library at Windsor, the
Biblioteca Ambrosiana in Milan, and the Louvre. In 2019,
the  Louvre  curated  a  blockbuster  exhibition  for  the
500th anniversary  of  his  death,  drawing hundreds of
thousands of visitors.

Modern Relevance

Leonardo’s  method  of  combining  observation,
experimentation, and art is now taught in schools as the
“STEM to  STEAM” movement  (adding Art  to  Science,
Technology,  Engineering,  and  Mathematics).  His
notebooks are studied by medical students, engineers,
and  art ists  a l ike.  Even  his  most  fantast ical
sketches—like the flying machine—inspire modern drone
and aviation designers.

Conclusion: The Eternal Curiosity

The life of Leonardo da Vinci reminds us that true genius
lies not in mastering a single craft, but in the relentless
pursuit of understanding everything. He was a painter
who  dissected  the  human  heart,  an  engineer  who
studied  the  flight  of  birds,  and  a  philosopher  who
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questioned the universe. The biography of Leonardo
da Vinci  is  not  just  a  chronicle  of  his  works  but  a
testament to human potential. As he wrote in his own
notebooks, “Learning never exhausts the mind.” Seven
centuries later, his mind continues to teach us how to
see, think, and create.


