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Army Service Uniform Setup Guide

An Essential Guide to the Army
Service Uniform Setup

For any soldier in the United States Army, the Army Service Uniform
(ASU) represents more than just a set of clothing. It is a symbol of
professionalism, discipline, and service to the nation. Whether you are a
new recruit preparing for your first formal inspection, a seasoned non-
commissioned officer ensuring your Soldiers are correctly turned out, or
a veteran who needs a refresher, understanding the proper Army
Service Uniform Setup Guide is critical. A precise and regulation-
compliant uniform instills confidence and respect. This guide provides a
step-by-step breakdown of how to set up your ASU correctly, from the
placement of insignia to the proper arrangement of your coat and
trousers. We will cover every detail to ensure that your uniform reflects
the highest standards of the United States Army.

Understanding the Army Service
Uniform (ASU)

The Army Service Uniform is the standard dress uniform worn by
soldiers for formal and semi-formal occasions, including promotions,

awards ceremonies, official functions, and daily duty in certain
assignments. The modern ASU, which replaced the older Army Green
(Class A) and Army White uniforms, features a distinctive blue coat that
honors the heritage of the Continental Army. Getting your Army
Service Uniform Setup right requires a solid understanding of its
components and the regulations that govern their wear. The primary
regulatory guidance comes from Army Regulation (AR) 670-1, which
outlines the specifics of the uniform and its proper arrangement.

Key Components of the ASU

Before diving into the setup process, it is essential to identify every
piece of the uniform. A complete ASU ensemble includes the following
items:

Army Blue Coat (with or without shoulder loops, depending on
the version)
Army Blue Trousers (or slacks for female soldiers)
Light Blue or White Shirt
Black Necktie or Neck Tab
Black Corfam Shoes or Pumps
Black Belt with Brass Buckle
Headgear (Beret, Service Cap, or Flight Cap)



Insignia (shoulder boards, collar brass, nameplate, unit crests,
and badges)
Ribbons and Medals
Awards and Decorations

Each component must be worn precisely according to regulation. A
single misplacement, such as a nameplate that is one quarter of an inch
off, can detract from the entire appearance. This is why a reliable Army
Service Uniform Setup Guide is indispensable for every soldier.

Step-by-Step ASU Setup Process

1. Preparing the Coat

Begin with the Army blue coat. It should be clean, pressed, and free of
lint or loose threads. The coat is the centerpiece of the uniform, and its
setup sets the tone for the entire ensemble. Check the shoulder loops.
They should be securely fastened and lie flat. If your coat has adjustable
tabs at the waist, ensure they are properly adjusted to provide a clean,
tailored fit. The coat should be buttoned when worn, except when seated
or as directed by the commander.

2. Attaching Shoulder Boards (Epaulets)

Shoulder boards indicate your rank. They slide into the shoulder loops
on the coat. Secure them with the button provided. Ensure the rank
insignia faces forward and is aligned correctly. For officers, the shoulder
boards are gold or black based on the uniform variant. Enlisted soldiers
wear grade insignia on the shoulder loops. The color of the shoulder

board backing matches the uniform. A precise Army Service Uniform
Setup Guide always verifies that the rank device is centered and the
correct side is facing up.

3. Setting Up the Collar Insignia (Collar Brass)

Collar brass represents your branch of service. It is worn on the left
collar for officers and on the right collar for enlisted soldiers. The "U.S."
insignia is worn on the opposite collar. The bottom of the insignia
should be aligned with the inside edge of the lapel, approximately 5/8
inch from the lapel seam. Use the clutchback fasteners that come with
the insignia. Ensure they are tightly secured to prevent slipping. This
step is often a point of confusion, but a detailed Army Service
Uniform Setup Guide clarifies that the branch insignia and U.S.
insignia have specific placement depending on the soldier's status.

4. Attaching the Nameplate and Unit Crests

The nameplate is worn on the right side of the coat, centered between
the top of the shoulder seam and the bottom of the collar. It should be
parallel to the ground and aligned with the top button of the coat. The
unit crest (Distinctive Unit Insignia, or DUI) is worn on the right
shoulder loop, centered on the loop. For soldiers assigned to specific
units, this crest is mandatory. Additionally, the shoulder sleeve insignia
(SSI) for your current unit is worn on the left shoulder, and combat
service identification badges (CSIB) are worn on the right shoulder.
These additions connect the soldier to their unit's history and mission.
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5. Ribbons and Medals: The Order of Precedence

One of the most intricate parts of the Army Service Uniform Setup
Guide involves the wear of ribbons and medals. These must be arranged
in the proper order of precedence, from the highest to the lowest,
according to Army regulations. The rack should be centered on the left
side of the coat, with the top row aligned with the top of the pocket flap.
For the male ASU, the ribbons are worn above the left breast pocket.
For the female ASU, they are worn in the same relative position. The
ribbons must be aligned horizontally and vertically. If you are authorized
to wear foreign awards or unit awards, they are placed after U.S.
personal decorations. Using a ribbon rack holder is recommended to
keep them straight and evenly spaced.

6. Badges and Special Skills Tabs

Badges such as the Combat Infantryman Badge, Parachutist Badge, Air
Assault Badge, or Sapper Tab are worn above the ribbons or on the left
pocket flap. The highest badge is worn alone or at the top of a stack.
Multiple badges are stacked in order of precedence, usually high to low.
Special skills tabs like the Ranger Tab or Special Forces Tab are worn
on the left shoulder loop, above the unit patch. This is a detail that many
soldiers overlook, but it is crucial for a complete Army Service
Uniform Setup Guide. The placement must be precise, as these tabs
represent significant achievements and qualifications.

7. Setting Up the Trousers and Belt

The trousers should be hemmed to break slightly over the top of your
shoes. They must be clean and pressed with a sharp crease down the

center of each leg. The black belt with the brass buckle is threaded
through the belt loops. The buckle should be centered, polished, and
free of scratches. The tip of the belt should extend past the buckle and
tuck neatly into the belt loop. For female soldiers wearing a skirt or
slacks, the same principle applies, though the fit may vary slightly based
on the uniform cut.

8. The Shirt, Necktie, and Headgear

The light blue or white long-sleeve shirt should be tucked in neatly. The
collar should be snug but comfortable. The black necktie is fastened
with a simple knot, such as a four-in-hand, and the tip should reach the
top of the belt buckle. The beret is the most common headgear for the
ASU. It should be worn with the flash centered over the left eye and the
edge of the beret pulled down to the right ear. The excess material is
tucked neatly above the flash. The service cap and flight cap are
alternative headgear options authorized for specific occasions.

Common Mistakes in ASU Setup

Even experienced soldiers make errors when setting up their Army
Service Uniform. Being aware of these common pitfalls can help you
avoid them:

Incorrect ribbon order: Failing to check the Soldier's Guide or
AR 670-1 for the latest order of precedence is a frequent error.
Ribbons must be updated after each new award.
Misaligned nameplate: The nameplate is often placed too high
or too low. It must be parallel to the ground and aligned with the
top button.



Wrong collar brass placement: Branch insignia goes on the left
collar for officers and the right collar for enlisted. Reversing this
is a common mistake.
Overcrowded ribbons or badges: Trying to fit too many ribbons
or badges on one side can result in a cluttered look. Using a larger
rack that allows for proper spacing is always better.
Worn or dull insignia: Tarnished brass or scratched beret
flashes detract from the uniform's overall appearance. Regular
cleaning and inspection are essential.

A robust Army Service Uniform Setup Guide exists to prevent these
errors and to help soldiers maintain a professional appearance. Taking
the time to reference the regulations and perform a thorough pre-
inspection can save you from embarrassment during a formal review.

Tips for Maintaining Your ASU

Proper setup is only half the battle. Maintaining the ASU is an ongoing
responsibility. Here are a few tips to keep your uniform looking sharp:

Dry clean your coat and trousers regularly to remove stains
and maintain the fabric's crisp appearance.
Polish your brass and shoes using the appropriate methods.
Brass should gleam without excess polish buildup.
Store your uniform on a sturdy hanger in a garment bag to
prevent dust and wrinkles. Do not fold the coat, as this can
damage the shape of the shoulders and lapels.
Check your regulation handbook annually. Army regulations
can change, and what was correct last year may not be current
this year.

Inspect your uniform before every wear. Look for missing
buttons, loose threads, or frayed edges that need attention.

Why Precision Matters in Your ASU
Setup

The Army Service Uniform is a direct reflection of your personal
discipline and attention to detail. When you walk into a room, your
appearance speaks volumes before you say a word. A perfectly set up
ASU communicates that you take pride in yourself and your service. It
shows respect for the institution, your leaders, and your fellow soldiers.
Furthermore, during promotions boards, award ceremonies, and official
functions, the state of your uniform is often evaluated. A single mistake
can overshadow years of hard work. Therefore, mastering the Army
Service Uniform Setup Guide is not just about compliance; it is about
professional excellence.

Additionally, the process of setting up your uniform can be a mindful
ritual. It helps you prepare mentally for the event you are attending.
Whether it is a formal dining-in, a change of command, or a funeral
detail, taking the time to correctly arrange your ribbons, align your
insignia, and press your trousers instills a sense of readiness and respect.

Special Considerations for Different
Components

Certain elements of the ASU require extra attention. For example, the
Officer's Service Cap features a gold and black band with a specific chin
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strap adjustment. Enlisted service caps differ in their ornamentation.
The beret flash must be the correct one for your unit or the Army-wide
standard. Female soldiers have specific guidelines for the placement of

the handbag and pumps. Always refer to the gender-specific sections of
AR 670-1 for these details. A comprehensive Army Service Uniform
Setup Guide should note these variations to ensure everyone, regardless
of gender or rank, can achieve a correct


