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Top 10 Haunted Places in India: A
Wikipedia-Inspired Guide

India is a land of ancient traditions, vibrant cultures, and stories that
have been passed down through generations. Among the most
fascinating and spine-chilling of these narratives are the tales of
haunted locations that dot the subcontinent. While many of these
stories exist in folklore and local hearsay, numerous sites have been
documented on platforms like Wikipedia, where historical records,
eyewitness accounts, and paranormal investigations converge. For
thrill-seekers, history buffs, and the simply curious, the Top 10
Haunted Places in India Wikipedia list offers a credible starting
point. These are not just fictional ghost stories; they are places
steeped in real tragedy, abandoned architecture, and unexplained
phenomena. This article explores ten of the most notorious haunted
sites in India, drawing on the kind of well-researched information you
would find on Wikipedia, while weaving an engaging narrative for the
casual reader.

From crumbling colonial-era structures to desolate forts and shadowy
forests, each location carries a unique energy and a history that invites
both dread and curiosity. Let us embark on a journey through India’s
most haunted corners, where the line between the living and the dead
is said to blur. Whether you are planning a paranormal tour or simply
love a good ghost story, these sites promise to leave you looking over
your shoulder.

1. Bhangarh Fort, Rajasthan - The Most Haunted Fort
in India

Consistently topping the Top 10 Haunted Places in India
Wikipedia lists, Bhangarh Fort in the Alwar district is not just famously
haunted; it is officially off-limits after sunset. Entry is strictly prohibited
from dusk to dawn, a restriction enforced by the Archaeological Survey
of India. The legend behind Bhangarh’s haunted reputation involves a
curse placed by a wizard or a tragic love story, depending on the
version. One popular tale speaks of a tantrik who fell in love with
Princess Ratnavati. When his black magic failed, his curse doomed the
entire fort and its inhabitants. Another account tells of a violent
betrayal that led to the massacre of the royal family. Visitors report
sudden cold spots, a feeling of being watched, and even apparitions of
dancers and soldiers. The eerie silence and crumbling ruins make
Bhangarh a magnet for paranormal enthusiasts worldwide.

2. Shaniwar Wada, Pune - The Cursed Palace

This historic fortification in the heart of Pune was once the seat of the
Peshwas of the Maratha Empire. Shaniwar Wada’s haunted status
stems from a gruesome murder in 1773, when the young Peshwa
Narayanrao was brutally killed by his own aunt’s guards. Legend says
the boy’s screams still echo through the palace grounds every night,
especially on the full moon. Visitors have reported hearing cries for
help, the sound of bangles clinking, and a shadowy figure of a young
boy running across the lawns. The combination of tragic history and
multiple eyewitness accounts has placed Shaniwar Wada firmly in the
pantheon of India’s most haunted locations, and it is frequently cited in
Wikipedia-style compilations of haunted places.

3. Dumas Beach, Surat - The Black Beach

Unlike the golden sands of Goa, Dumas Beach near Surat is known for
its dark, almost black sand and an eerie atmosphere that unsettles
even the most skeptical visitors. According to local lore, this beach was

a Hindu cremation ground, and ashes of the dead were scattered along
the shore. The paranormal activity associated with Dumas includes
whispers carried by the wind, unexplained voices, and the sight of
phantom figures walking along the waterline. Many people claim to
have felt an invisible hand touching them or seen orbs floating near
the crashing waves. The beach’s popularity as a ghost-hunting
destination has been boosted by mention in various online
compendiums and travel documentaries, making it a staple in any list
of haunted places in India.

4. The Dow Hill Road, Kurseong - The Whispering
Woods

Nestled in the dense forests of West Bengal, the Dow Hill Road near
Kurseong is notorious for paranormal experiences. The road runs
through a forested area that is said to be inhabited by the ghost of a
headless boy who has been seen by numerous motorists and
pedestrians. Other reports include sightings of a spectral woman in
white and the sound of children laughing or crying when no one is
around. The Victoria Boys’ School, located in the vicinity, also has a
haunted reputation, with stories of phantom footsteps in the corridors
and the apparition of a former caretaker who continues his rounds.
Dow Hill Road is a favorite topic in paranormal forums and has been
referenced in Wikipedia-style articles about haunted locations in the
Darjeeling hills.

5. The Hotel Savoy, Shimla - A Phantom Bride

Shimla’s summer hill station charm is matched by its ghostly legends,
and the Hotel Savoy is at the top of the list. This colonial-era hotel is
said to be haunted by the spirit of a young English bride named Lady
Diana. She died in a fire on her wedding night in the early 20th
century. Staff and guests have reported seeing her apparition in Room
6, smelling perfume, and hearing the rustle of a wedding gown. The
hotel management acknowledges the legend and even keeps the room
locked for prolonged periods. The Savoy’s story is widely documented
in travel literature and online databases, ensuring its place among
India’s most famous haunted places.

6. The Ramkund, Mahakaleshwar Temple, Ujjain - The
Burning Ghosts

While the Mahakaleshwar Temple is a revered Hindu shrine, the
adjacent Ramkund water tank is considered one of the most haunted
spots in India. In local belief, the water absorbs the sins of the dead,
and spirits often linger here. At night, devotees and watchmen have
reported seeing flames rising from the water, ghostly figures
performing rituals, and hearing drum beats that have no source. The
proximity to cremation grounds adds to the fearful energy. This
location is less sensationalized than some others but is consistently
listed in authentic collections of haunted Indian sites, often cited from
historical texts and local records.

7. The TV Tower, 12 Downing Street, New Delhi

Officially known as the “Kothi No. 12” on Downing Street in Delhi’s Civil
Lines area, this bungalow was once the residence of a British officer. It
has a notorious reputation for being haunted by the ghost of a woman
who was allegedly murdered by her lover. The bungalow remained
abandoned for decades, and reports of eerie sounds, moving objects,
and a female figure seen in the windows have been documented. Even
the watchmen refuse to stay there overnight. The building now houses
a TV tower transmission facility, but the ghost stories persist. This
location frequently appears in curated lists of haunted places in India,
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including those inspired by Wikipedia.

8. The Forest of Rangtong, Himachal Pradesh - The
Legend of the Headless King

Located near the town of Rewalsar, the Rangtong Forest is home to a
rather unsettling legend. It is said that a local king lost his head in a
battle and now roams the forest decapitated, searching for it. Hunters,
shepherds, and hikers have reported encountering a headless
horseman or a figure in armor with a missing head. The forest is dense
and isolated, and even during the day, an oppressive silence can be
felt. This site is less commercial than others but is referenced in
regional folklore and has been included in several online encyclopedia-
style articles about haunted forests in India.

9. The Shani Shingnapur Village, Maharashtra - The
Lootless Temple

Shani Shingnapur is a unique case: it is a village where no one locks
their doors because it is believed that the god Shani (Saturn) protects
them from thieves. However, the temple and surrounding areas are
also said to be haunted by the souls of those who tried to steal from
the temple and died in the attempt. Locals tell stories of spirits of
thieves wandering the streets, invisible but capable of causing
accidents or illness. The village is a popular pilgrimage site during the
day but becomes eerily quiet at night. The combination of miracle lore
and ghost stories makes Shani Shingnapur a fascinating entry in any
list of haunted places.

10. The Rashtrapati Niwas, Shimla - The Phantom
Viceroy

Also known as the Viceregal Lodge, this beautiful building in Shimla
served as the summer residence of the British Viceroy. Over the years,
employees and visitors have reported seeing the ghost of Lord
Dufferin, a former Viceroy, walking through the halls, as well as
hearing the sound of billiard balls from the closed game room. The
building, now the Indian Institute of Advanced Study, has a long history
of political intrigue and personal tragedies. Paranormal researchers
have conducted investigations here, and the site has been included in
multiple ghost tour itineraries and online compilations, including
among the top ten haunted places in India as featured on Wikipedia.

Conclusion

The Top 10 Haunted Places in India Wikipedia list is not just a
collection of spooky stories; it is a cultural and historical tapestry that
reveals the deep connection Indians have with the supernatural. Each
of these locations—whether a fort, a beach, a forest, or a hotel—carries
a narrative of pain, loss, or unresolved energy. While science may offer
rational explanations for some phenomena, the sheer volume of
consistent reports from different eras suggests that there is something
profoundly mysterious about these sites. Whether you are a skeptic or
a believer, visiting these places (with caution, and preferably during
daylight hours) offers a unique glimpse into India’s rich heritage of
folklore and the unexplained. So the next time you research Top 10
Haunted Places In India Wikipedia for a travel plan, know that the
stories are as real as the chills they send down your spine.



