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I Want A Hippopotamus For
Christmas Sheet Music Youtube

Introduction: The
Enduring Charm of a
Holiday Novelty

There  are  certain  songs  that  instantly
transport  you  to  a  specific  moment  in
time—often  a  childhood  holiday  season
filled  with  laughter,  sugarplum  dreams,

and slightly absurd wishes. Among these
beloved  classics  is  the  utterly  delightful
1 9 5 3  n o v e l t y  s o n g ,  “ I  W a n t  a
Hippopotamus  for  Christmas.”
Decades after it first hit the airwaves, this
playful  tune,  sung by a then-10-year-old
Gayla Peevey, continues to capture hearts.
Whether  you  are  a  parent  hoping  to
surprise your kids with a live performance,



a  pianist  preparing  a  holiday  recital,  or
simply a curious music lover, the desire to
find  I  Want  a  Hippopotamus  For
Christmas  sheet  music  YouTube  has
become  a  modern  holiday  tradition  in
itself. The combination of nostalgic sheet
music  and  the  endless  visual  library  of
YouTube  offers  a  unique  way  to  learn,
teach, and celebrate this quirky piece of
Christmas culture.

This  article  will  explore  everything  you
need  to  know  about  accessing  and
mastering this song. We will dive into its
history,  the best ways to find sheet music
on  YouTube,  how  to  choose  the  right
arrangement for your instrument, and tips
for turning a simple YouTube search into a

rewarding  musical  experience.  Whether
you are a beginner plinking out notes on a
keyboard  or  an  experienced  musician
looking for a fresh arrangement, this guide
wi l l  help  you  navigate  the  digital
landscape of holiday music learning.

A Brief History of “I Want
a Hippopotamus for
Christmas”

Before you begin your search for I Want a
Hippopotamus  For  Christmas  sheet
music YouTube, it is helpful to appreciate
the story behind the song. Written by John
Rox, it was recorded by Gayla Peevey in
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1953  and  became  an  instant  hit.  The
song’s genius lies in its simple, repetitive
melody and a premise that every child can
relate  to:  wanting  an  impractical,
oversized,  and  utterly  wonderful  pet  for
Christmas. The hippopotamus, of course, is
the ultimate impractical  gift—and that is
precisely  what  makes  the  song  so
endearing.

What many people do not know is that the
song was part of a real-world campaign by
the Oklahoma City Zoo to raise money to
buy a hippopotamus named “Matilda” for
their  collection.  The effort  succeeded, and
the song’s popularity helped cement it as
a staple of holiday novelty music. Today, it
is recognized as one of the most fun and

recognizable  Christmas  songs  from  the
mid-20th century. This rich backstory adds
a layer of charm when you sit down with
your  instrument  and  a  piece  of  sheet
music,  knowing  that  your  notes  are
echoing  a  real,  heartwarming  story  of
community and childhood wonder.

Why YouTube Is the Go-
To Resource for Sheet
Music

The phrase I Want a Hippopotamus For
Christmas sheet music YouTube  is  a
popular  search  query  for  good  reason.
YouTube has transformed how musicians



of all abilities access sheet music. Unlike
static  PDFs  or  songbooks,  YouTube  offers
dynamic, visual learning. You can watch a
performer’s  hands,  listen  to  the  tempo,
and even slow down the video to master
tricky sections. For a song like this one,
which has been arranged for piano, guitar,
ukulele,  and  even  brass  ensembles,
YouTube provides countless versions that
cater to different skill levels.

Moreover,  many  YouTube  creators
specialize  in  providing  free  sheet  music
alongside their tutorial videos. They often
include  links  in  the  description  box  to
downloadable PDFs or images of the score.
This makes it easier than ever to go from
watching to playing in minutes. However,

it  is  important  to  learn  how  to  filter  your
search  effectively  so  that  you  find  high-
quality,  accurate  sheet  music  that
matches  your  instrument  and  skill  level.

How to Search for “I
Want a Hippopotamus
For Christmas Sheet
Music YouTube”
Effectively

When you type I Want a Hippopotamus
For  Christmas sheet  music  YouTube
into the search bar, you will be presented
with  hundreds  of  results.  To  avoid
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overwhelm  and  find  exactly  what  you
need,  follow  these  search  strategies:

Specify your instrument: Add
terms like “piano tutorial,” “guitar
tabs,” “ukulele chords,” or “easy
sheet music.” For example, search
for “I Want a Hippopotamus For
Christmas easy piano sheet music
YouTube.”
Indicate your skill level: Use
words like “beginner,”
“intermediate,” “advanced,” or
“simplified.” This helps filter out
overly complex arrangements.
Look for “with notes” or “with
chords”: Some videos display the
sheet music on screen as the song

plays. This is incredibly helpful for
visual learners.
Check the video description:
Many creators include a direct link to
a free PDF or an image of the sheet
music. Scan the description before
watching the entire video.
Sort by relevance or view count:
Higher view counts often indicate
popular, well-received tutorials that
are accurate and easy to follow.

Recommended YouTube
Channels for Sheet Music

While there is no single official channel for
I Want a Hippopotamus For Christmas
sheet music YouTube  tutorials, several



reliable  content  creators  consistently
produce holiday music content. Channels
dedicated  to  piano  tutorials,  such  as
“HDPiano” or “Piano Tutorial Easy,” often
have multiple versions of classic Christmas
songs. For guitarists, look for channels like
“GuitarZero2Hero”  or  “Andy  Guitar.”
Ukulele  players  can  find  excellent
resources  on  “Ukulele  Underground”  or
“Cynthia  Lin.”  When  searching,  pay
attention to the date of  upload and the
clarity  of  the  video—clear  close-ups  of
hands and notes are essential for effective
learning.

Types of Sheet Music
Available on YouTube

Your search for I Want a Hippopotamus
For  Christmas sheet  music  YouTube
will  yield  several  distinct  formats.
Understanding these can help you choose
the one that best fits your learning style.

On-Screen Sheet Music: The video
displays a scrolling or static score
while the music plays. This is ideal
for sight-reading practice.
PDF Download Links: The creator
provides a free (or sometimes paid)
PDF link in the description. This
allows you to print the sheet music
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and play without a screen.
Synthesia Tutorials: These use a
visual falling-note system (often
seen in piano tutorials). While not
traditional sheet music, they are
excellent for beginners who are not
yet comfortable with standard
notation.
Chord Charts or Lyric Sheets: For
guitar, ukulele, or simple vocal
accompaniment, some videos
provide chord symbols and lyrics
rather than full notation. This is
great for casual sing-alongs.

Learning the Song: Tips
for Piano, Guitar, and
Ukulele

Once you have found a reliable I Want a
Hippopotamus  For  Christmas  sheet
music YouTube video, it is time to start
learning. Here are instrument-specific tips:

Piano and Keyboard

The melody of this song is straightforward
and mostly stays within a single octave.
Beginners should look for arrangements in
the key of C major or G major to avoid too
many sharps or  flats.  Pay attention to  the



song’s signature syncopated rhythm—the
“hippopotamus” syllables are often played
in  a  swinging,  bouncy  manner.  Use  the
YouTube  video’s  playback  speed  control
(gear icon) to slow down the performance
to 50% or 75% speed. Practice the right-
hand melody separately before adding left-
hand chords.

Guitar (Acoustic or Electric)

Guitarists  will  often  find  chord-based
arrangements. Common chords include C,
F, G7, and Am. The song has a cheerful,
folk-like strum pattern. Use a simple down-
up strum for  the verses  and a  stronger
chorus strum. Look for YouTube tutorials
that display chord diagrams on screen. For

fingerstyle  players,  some  channels  offer
tablature  (tabs)  with  a  fingerpicking
pattern that mimics the original recording.

Ukulele

The  ukulele  has  become  a  popular
instrument  for  this  song  because  of  its
bright, cheerful tone. Standard tuning (G-
C-E-A) works perfectly. Chords are similar
to guitar but easier on small hands: C, F,
G7,  and  Am.  Many  ukulele  YouTube
tutorials include lyrics with chord changes
highlighted in real time. This is a great way
to learn quickly and have fun.
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Where to Find Free vs.
Paid Sheet Music Beyond

YouTube

While YouTube is a fantastic starting point,
you  may  want  a  higher-quality  or  more
detailed version of the sheet music. If your
search for I Want a Hippopotamus For
Christmas sheet music YouTube leads
you to a video that only shows a preview,
consider these alternative sources:

Free Resources

MusicNotes.com: Often provides
free previews of sheet music. You
can view the first few lines on their

website, and sometimes YouTube
creators collaborate with them to
offer free sample pages.
MuseScore.com: A community-
driven sheet music library. Users
upload arrangements, and many are
free to download. You can search for
“I Want a Hippopotamus For
Christmas” and filter by instrument.
Printable PDFs from Blogs: Many
music education blogs offer free
holiday sheet music. Look for sites
like “MakingMusicFun.net” or
“8Notes.com.”

Paid Resources (With Benefits)

SheetMusicDirect.com: A sister



site of MusicNotes, it offers
professional arrangements that are
transposable and often include audio
demos. Paying a few dollars ensures
high-quality notation and accurate
transpositions.
Etsy: Independent arrangers
sometimes sell custom, beautifully
formatted sheet music for this song.
These can include alternative key
signatures or ensemble
arrangements.
Hal Leonard: The official publisher
of many Christmas songbooks. They
have multiple collections that
include this song, such as “100
Christmas Songs for Piano” or “The
Giant Book of Christmas Sheet

Music.” Purchasing these books
supports the creators and gives you
durable, well-edited scores.

Performance Tips for “I
Want a Hippopotamus for
Christmas”

If you plan to perform this song—whether
for family, a school concert, or a holiday
party—here  are  some  ideas  to  make  it
shine:

Embrace the playful character:
The song is inherently humorous.
Add a touch of whimsy in your
playing: a slight ritardando on the
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word “hippopotamus,” or a playful
staccato on the verses.
Encourage audience
participation: Teach the audience
to sing “I want a hippopotamus for
Christmas” on the chorus. Provide
lyric sheets if possible.
Consider an arrangement with
accompaniment: If you play piano
alone, you can sound fuller by
adding a walking bass line in the left
hand. Guitarists can use a capo on
the 2nd or 3rd fret for a brighter
tone.
Use dynamics: Start softly during
the verses about the hippo’s size
and “his face,” then crescendo into
the chorus about “only a

hippopotamus will do.”
Watch multiple YouTube
performances: Observe how
different artists interpret the song.
Some play it very fast and jazzy,
while others keep it slow and cute.
Choose a style that matches your
personality.

Common Challenges and
How to Overcome Them

Learning from I Want a Hippopotamus
For  Christmas sheet  music  YouTube
can sometimes present  challenges.  Here
are a few and how to address them:



Inaccurate sheet music: Not all
YouTube creators are professional

musicians. If a note sounds wrong,
double-check


