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Patricia Briggs On The
Prowl

Introduction: A Pivotal Moment in
Urban Fantasy

For fans of urban fantasy, few names carry as much
weight as Patricia Briggs. With her rich world-
building, complex characters, and a unique blend of
mythology and modernity, she has carved out a
lasting legacy in the genre. Among her extensive
body of work, one collection holds a special
significance for devoted readers: the anthology
Patricia Briggs On The Prowl. This volume,
which originally hit shelves in 2007, is not merely a
collection of short stories, but a cornerstone that
introduced a beloved series and showcased Briggs'
mastery of the form. In the following article, we will
explore the contents of this anthology, its place in
Briggs' career, and why it remains a must-read for
anyone exploring the worlds of werewolves, fae,
and the human heart. We will also delve into the
themes that make her work so compelling, from
pack dynamics to the nature of power, and examine
how this collection serves as a perfect entry point
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What Is '""On the Prowl"? An
Overview of the Anthology

"On the Prowl" is an urban fantasy anthology that
brings together four stories from four talented
authors: Patricia Briggs, Eileen Wilks, Karen
Maclnerney, and Sunny. Edited by Patricia Briggs
herself, the collection is bound by a common thread
of primal instincts, supernatural creatures, and the
thin line between civilization and the wild. However,
the standout feature—and the reason the collection
remains in print and in high demand—is the
inclusion of Briggs' novella, "Alpha and Omega."

The anthology was published by Ace Books and
quickly gained traction among fans of the genre. At
the time, Briggs was already well-known for her
Mercy Thompson series, which had debuted with
"Moon Called" in 2006. "On the Prow!" gave readers
a chance to see a different side of the world Briggs
was building, introducing characters and conflicts
that would later blossom into a full-fledged series.
The collection is a testament to the collaborative
energy of the urban fantasy community in the
mid-2000s, but it is Briggs' contribution that has
ensured the book's lasting relevance.
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The Crown Jewel: Patricia Briggs'
""Alpha and Omega"'

The novella "Alpha and Omega" is the heart of
Patricia Briggs On The Prowl. It serves as the
direct prequel to her Alpha and Omega series,
which now includes novels such as "Cry Wolf,"
"Hunting Ground," and "Fair Game." The story
introduces readers to Anna Latham, a young
woman who has been turned into a werewolf and is
trapped in an abusive pack in Chicago. When the
Marrok—the leader of all North American
werewolves—sends his son, Charles Cornick, to
investigate problems within the pack, Anna's life is
irrevocably changed.

What makes this novella so compelling is not just
the action or the supernatural elements, but the
emotional depth. Anna is a victim of severe
psychological and physical abuse, and her journey
toward self-discovery and empowerment is handled
with sensitivity and nuance. Charles, who is often
portrayed as a cold and ruthless enforcer, is
revealed to have a deep capacity for gentleness
and loyalty. Their bond forms the emotional
backbone of the entire series, and it all begins here,
in the pages of Patricia Briggs On The Prowl.
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Character Dynamics and the Omega
Wolf

One of the most innovative concepts Briggs
introduces in this novella is the idea of an Omega
wolf. In traditional werewolf lore, the Alpha is the
leader, the Beta is the second-in-command, and the
Omega is often considered the lowest-ranking
member of the pack. Briggs subverts this hierarchy
entirely. Her Omega is not a victim or an outcast,
but a rare and valuable type of wolf who has the
ability to soothe the emotions of others and
maintain pack balance. Anna is an Omega, and her
power is not one of dominance, but of peace and
healing. This unique take on pack dynamics is a
hallmark of Briggs' writing and adds a layer of
depth that sets her apart from other authors in the
genre.

Themes of Survival and Trust

The novella explores themes of survival, trust, and
the meaning of family. Anna's journey from a place
of fear and submission to one of strength and self-
acceptance is inspiring. Charles, too, must learn to
trust his own instincts and open his heart to another
person. Their relationship develops slowly and
realistically, built on mutual respect and a shared
understanding of the burdens they carry. This focus
on character development over mere plot
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mechanics is why readers return to Briggs' work
again and again.

Patricia Briggs and the Urban
Fantasy Landscape

To fully appreciate Patricia Briggs On The Prowl,
it is helpful to understand where Briggs stood in the
urban fantasy landscape at the time of its
publication. By 2007, the genre was booming, with
series like Laurell K. Hamilton's Anita Blake,
Charlaine Harris' Sookie Stackhouse, and Jim
Butcher's Dresden Files dominating the shelves.
Briggs entered this competitive arena with a
distinctive voice. Her world was populated by
werewolves, fae, vampires, and walkers (shape-
shifters who can transform into a single animal), but
her focus was always on the human—or human-
adjacent—experience.

Her protagonists, including Mercy Thompson and
now Anna Latham, were not super-powered beings
who could solve every problem with brute force.
They were resourceful, intelligent, and deeply
flawed. Mercy is a VW mechanic who struggles with
her own prejudices and limitations. Anna is a former
victim who must learn to wield her power without
becoming a tyrant. This emphasis on relatable,
grounTed cffafacters rTTaU'e'Brg]gg" WoTk Stand ot
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and helped her build a loyal fanbase.

The Stories in Detail: A Full
Anthology Breakdown

While the primary focus of this article is on Briggs'
contribution, the anthology as a whole offers a rich
reading experience. Here is a brief overview of the
other stories included in Patricia Briggs On The
Prowl.

e "Alpha and Omega" by Patricia Briggs -
As discussed, this novella introduces Anna
and Charles and sets the stage for the Alpha
and Omega series.

e "Inhuman" by Eileen Wilks - Set in the
world of her Lupi series, this story follows Lily
Yu and Rule Turner as they investigate a
series of bizarre murders connected to an
ancient, inhuman power.

e "Mona Lisa Betwining" by Karen
Maclnerney - A lighter, more humorous tale
about a woman named Mona who discovers
she has a talent for matchmaking—with a
supernatural twist.

e "The Devil's Playground" by Sunny - A
dark, gritty story about a woman named
Willow who becomes entangled with a demon
and must fight for her soul.
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Each story offers a different flavor of urban fantasy,
from romantic suspense to dark horror. The
anthology works well as a sampler platter,
introducing readers to new voices and worlds.
However, for Patricia Briggs fans, the novella is the
clear highlight.

How "'On the Prowl' Shaped the
Alpha and Omega Series

The success of "Alpha and Omega" within the
anthology led directly to the publication of a full-
length novel, "Cry Wolf," in 2008. Since then, the
Alpha and Omega series has grown to include seven
novels and several short stories, with more likely on
the way. The series runs parallel to the Mercy
Thompson series, sharing the same universe and
occasionally intersecting with its characters and
events. This interconnected world is one of the
great pleasures of being a Patricia Briggs fan.

Reading Patricia Briggs On The Prowl is
essential for anyone who wants to experience the
Alpha and Omega series from the beginning. The
novella establishes the central relationship and the
core conflicts that will drive the series forward. It
also introduces key supporting characters, such as
Bran Cornick (the Marrok) and Samuel Cornick, who
pTaEY'rﬂTa jOT FBI&S T |JLET bToRS. " WithSUtThIT rMovaElls;
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the reader would be dropped into the middle of a
complex world with little context. The anthology
provides a crucial foundation.

Writing Style and Narrative Voice

Patricia Briggs' writing style is characterized by
clarity, emotional resonance, and a subtle wit. She
does not rely on flowery prose or convoluted
sentence structures. Instead, she uses plain, direct
language that draws the reader into the story. This
accessibility is one of her greatest strengths. Even
when dealing with complex supernatural politics or
intense emotional trauma, her narrative remains
grounded and easy to follow.

In Patricia Briggs On The Prowl, her style is on
full display. The novella is told from a close third-
person perspective, primarily focusing on Anna. The
reader experiences her fear, her confusion, and her
gradual awakening to her own power. The pacing is
tight, with the action balanced by quieter,
introspective moments. Briggs excels at creating a
sense of atmosphere, whether she is describing the
cold, sterile environment of the Chicago pack's
headquarters or the wild, untamed beauty of the
Montana wilderness where Charles and Anna
eventually find refuge.
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Thematic Depth: Power, Abuse, and
Recovery

One of the most important aspects of "Alpha and
Omega" is its treatment of serious themes. The
story does not shy away from depicting the reality
of abuse. Anna has been physically and emotionally
battered by her pack, and her recovery is not
instantaneous or easy. Briggs portrays the
aftermath of trauma with honesty, showing how
Anna struggles with trust, self-worth, and her own
identity. This is not a story where love magically
fixes everything. Rather, it is a story about finding
the strength to heal.

Charles, too, is a complex character. As the
Marrok's enforcer, he has done things that haunt
him. He is not a simple hero, but a man who has
learned to control his violent nature through
discipline and ritual. His relationship with Anna is
transformative for both of them. She teaches him
that there is more to life than duty and violence,
and he teaches her that she is worthy of love and
respect. This mutual healing is a central theme of
the novella and the series as a whole.
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Why "On the Prowl"' Remains a
Must-Read

There are several reasons why Patricia Briggs On
The Prowl continues to be recommended by fans
and critics alike. First, it is a important piece of
urban fantasy history. It represents a moment when
the genre was still evolving, and it showcases the
work of some of its most talented authors. Second,
it is a perfect starting point for new readers who
want to explore Patricia Briggs' work.



