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N 400 Yes No Questions

Understanding the N-400
Yes No Questions: A
Comprehensive Guide for
Naturalization Applicants

The  journey  to  Un i ted  S ta tes
citizenship  is  a  significant  milestone,
and  the  Form N-400,  Application  for
Naturalization, is the central document
in  this  process.  Among  the  most
scrutinized  sections  of  this  form  are

the  N  400  Yes  No  Questions ,
officially  located  in  Part  12  of  the
application. These questions delve into
an  applicant’s  moral  character,
background, and personal history, and
they  can  be  the  difference  between
approval  and  denial.  For  anyone
prepar ing  for  natura l i zat ion ,
understanding the purpose,  phrasing,
and  correct  way  to  answer  these
questions  is  essential.  This  article
provides a thorough overview of the N
400  Yes  No  Questions,  offering  clarity
on what they mean, why they matter,



and  how  to  approach  them  with
confidence.

The N-400 is a detailed 18-page form,
but  Part  12  often  causes  the  most
anxiety.  It  contains  over  50  binary
questions—each  requiring  a  simple
“Yes”  or  “No”  answer.  However,  the
implications  of  each  answer  are  far
from  simple.  These  questions  cover
topics  such  as  criminal  history,
allegiance  to  the  United  States,
membership  in  certain  organizations,
and  previous  immigration  violations.
The  N 400 Yes  No Questions  are
designed to verify that applicants meet
the legal requirements for good moral
character and attachment to the U.S.
Constitution.  A  single  incorrect  or

dishonest answer can lead to delays,
denials, or even accusations of perjury.

What Are the N 400 Yes No
Questions?

The N 400 Yes No Questions are a
set of binary inquiries that appear in
Par t  12  o f  the  na tu ra l i za t ion
application.  They  are  grouped  into
several  thematic categories.  The U.S.
Citizenship  and  Immigration  Services
(USCIS)  uses  these  questions  to
determine if an applicant is eligible for
citizenship under the Immigration and
Nationality Act. The questions cover:

General eligibility and
background – Questions about
your legal status, selective
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service registration, and ability
to read, write, and speak English.
Moral character – Questions
about criminal arrests,
convictions, drug violations,
domestic violence, and other
conduct that could indicate a
lack of good moral character.
Security and allegiance –
Questions about membership in
communist, terrorist, or
totalitarian parties, as well as
your willingness to bear arms or
perform noncombatant service
for the United States.
Immigration history –
Questions about previous
removal proceedings, false
claims to U.S. citizenship, or

violations of immigration laws.
Military service – Questions
about prior service, desertion, or
exemption from service.

Each  quest ion  is  phrased  as  a
straightforward  statement  or  query.
For  example:  “Have  you  ever  been
arrested, cited, or detained by any law
enforcement  officer?”  or  “Are  you  a
member  of  or  associated  with  any
organization  that  advocates  the
overthrow  of  the  U.S.  government?”
The  applicant  must  answer  with  a
simple “Yes” or “No.” However, truthful
and  complete  answers  often  require
additional explanation, which you can
provide  in  a  separate  attachment  or
during the naturalization interview.



Why the N 400 Yes No
Questions Matter

These  questions  are  not  merely
administrative formalities. They are a
legal foundation for the government’s
assessment of an applicant’s eligibility.
The N 400 Yes No Questions serve
several critical functions:

Establishing good moral
character: USCIS requires that
all naturalization applicants
demonstrate good moral
character for the statutory period
(typically five years for most
applicants, three years for
spouses of U.S. citizens). The
yes/no questions help uncover

any criminal record, history of
dishonesty, or conduct that
might disqualify the applicant.
Ensuring loyalty to the
United States: Questions about
allegiance and membership in
subversive groups verify that you
are attached to the principles of
the Constitution and willing to
support the nation’s defense.
Identifying potential fraud:
Dishonest answers can be cross-
checked against government
databases, background checks,
and your own previous
applications. Inconsistencies can
trigger an in-depth review or
denial.
Preparing for the interview:
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During the naturalization
interview, the USCIS officer will
review your answers to the N
400 Yes No Questions. They may
ask for details or clarification,
especially if you answered “Yes”
to any question. The officer
wants to ensure your answers
are truthful and that you
understand the legal
implications.

Because  these  questions  are  so
consequential,  applicants  must
approach  them  with  careful  thought
and absolute honesty. Misrepresenting
the  truth—even  unintentionally—can
have  severe  consequences,  including
denial  of  naturalization  or  removal

proceedings.

Common N 400 Yes No
Questions and What They
Mean

To help you navigate the form, here
are some of the most common N 400
Yes No Questions  broken down by
category,  with  explanations  of  what
USCIS is seeking to learn.

Questions About Criminal History

These are among the most frequently
asked-about questions. The form asks:
“Have you ever been arrested, cited,
or  detained by  any law enforcement
officer?” The word “detained” is broad;



it  includes  any  instance  where  you
were held by police, even if you were
not  charged.  Also:  “Have  you  ever
been convicted of a crime?” and “Have
you ever been charged with violating
any law?” These questions extend to
minor traffic violations (except parking
tickets)  and  juvenile  offenses.
Important:  Even  if  the  record  was
expunged  or  sealed,  you  must  still
answer “Yes” if you were arrested or
convicted.  USCIS  expects  fu l l
disclosure.

Questions About Immigration
Violations

Another  set  of  critical  questions
involves your immigration history. For

instance: “Have you ever violated any
U.S.  law  or  regulation  related  to
immigration?” or “Have you ever been
a member of the Communist Party or
any  other  totalitarian  party?”  These
questions help USCIS determine if you
have  been  dishonest  in  previous
applications  or  have  engaged  in
activities that conflict with U.S. values.
If you have ever entered the country
i l legal ly,  overstayed  a  visa,  or
misrepresented yourself  to  obtain  an
immigration  benefit,  you  must  answer
honestly.

Questions About Allegiance and
Military Service

Questions such as “Are you willing to
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bear  arms  on  behalf  of  the  United
States?”  and  “Are  you  will ing  to
perform noncombatant service in the
U.S.  armed  forces?”  assess  your
willingness  to  defend  the  country.  If
you  answer  “No”  to  these,  you may
still be eligible if you can demonstrate
a religious or conscientious objection.
However,  this  requires  a  detailed
explanation  and  supporting  evidence.

Tips for Answering the N 400
Yes No Questions

Navigat ing  the  N  400  Yes  No
Questions  requires  more  than  just
ticking boxes. Here are practical tips to
help you answer accurately and avoid
common mistakes.

Read each question carefully.1.
The wording can be subtle. For
example, “Have you ever been
arrested?” is not the same as
“Have you ever been convicted?”
If you were arrested but never
charged, you still must answer
“Yes” to the arrest question.
Don’t guess or assume. If you2.
are unsure about a past
incident—such as a minor traffic
citation or a detention at a
protest—consult an immigration
attorney. It is better to disclose
too much than to omit something
that later surfaces.
Provide context for “Yes”3.
answers. If you answer “Yes” to
any question, you should prepare



a detailed, written explanation
on a separate sheet of paper.
Bring this to your interview. The
explanation should include
dates, locations, outcomes, and
any mitigating circumstances.
Be consistent. Your answers4.
must match information on other
immigration forms you have
filed, such as the I-485
Adjustment of Status application
or DS-160 visa application.
Inconsistencies can be seen as
fraud.
Do not lie. USCIS runs5.
background checks through FBI
databases, and many records are
digitized. Lying on the N-400 is
perjury under federal law, and it

can lead to deportation and a
permanent bar from citizenship.
Understand the concept of6.
good moral character. Some
crimes are bars to naturalization,
but not all. If you have a criminal
record, you may still be eligible if
enough time has passed and you
have demonstrated
rehabilitation. However, the N
400 Yes No Questions are not the
place to omit records; you must
disclose them and then argue
eligibility.

Common Pitfalls with the N
400 Yes No Questions

Even  honest  applicants  can  make
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mistakes.  Here  are  some  frequent
errors  and  how  to  avoid  them.

Not reporting old or minor
offenses. Many applicants
assume that a juvenile offense, a
dismissed charge, or a traffic fine
(excluding parking) doesn’t need
to be reported. It does. If you
answered “No” to an arrest
question but were pulled over for
DUI, that omission could be used
against you.
Misunderstanding “good
moral character” period. The
statutory period is usually five
years before filing. However, the
N 400 Yes No Questions often
ask “ever” (meaning your entire

life). For example, a conviction
from 20 years ago must still be
disclosed, although it may not
affect your eligibility if it is not a
permanent bar.
Failing to consult an
attorney. If you have any
criminal history, immigration
violations, or membership in
questionable organizations, do
not attempt to interpret the law
alone. An experienced
immigration lawyer can help you
prepare accurate answers and
supporting documents.
Changing answers between
the written form and the
interview. It is not uncommon
for applicants to realize they



made an error after filing. If you
need to correct an answer, tell
the officer at the beginning of
the interview and explain why.
Do not wait for the officer to
detect an inconsistency.

How to Prepare for the
Naturalization Interview
Regarding the Yes No
Questions

During the naturalization interview, the
USCIS officer will go through the N 400
Yes No Questions with you. They will
read  each  question  aloud,  and  you
must answer verbally. The officer is not
only  checking  the  accuracy  of  your
written answers but also testing your

English  comprehension  and  speaking
ability  (unless  you  qualify  for  an
exception).  Here  is  how  to  prepare:

Review your application
thoroughly. Know what you
wrote. If you answered “Yes” to
any question, be ready to discuss
it in detail.
Bring supporting documents.
For any “Yes” answer, bring
certified court dispositions,
police reports, or any relevant
documentation. This shows good
faith and can expedite the
review.
Practice answering verbally.
Have a friend or family member
ask you the questions. This will
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help you feel more comfortable
during the actual interview.
Stay calm and honest.
Nervousness can lead to
inconsistent statements. If you
forget a detail, say so honestly
rather than speculate.

Consequences of Answering
Incorrectly

The stakes  are  high.  An incorrect  or
dishonest answer on the N 400 Yes No
Questions can lead to:

Denial of naturalization: The
officer may find you lack good
moral character or have not
established eligibility.
Referral to the Department

of Justice: If the officer suspects
willful misrepresentation or
fraud, they may issue a Notice to
Appear (NTA) for removal
proceedings.
Bar from future applications:
Those found to have given false
testimony under oath can be
permanently barred from
naturalization.
Criminal charges for perjury:
Knowingly lying on the N-400 is a
federal crime punishable by fines
and imprisonment.

Conclusion

The N 400 Yes No Questions are a
vital  component  of  the naturalization



process. They allow USCIS to evaluate
your  moral  character,  loyalty,  and
overall eligibility for U.S. citizenship. By
understanding  the  purpose  of  these
questions,  reviewing  each  one
carefully, and answering truthfully, you
can  nav iga te  th i s  s tage  w i th
confidence. Remember that the key to
s u c c e s s  i s  h o n e s t y  a n d

prepa ra t i on—not  evas ion  o r
guesswork.  If  you  have  any  doubts
about how to answer, seek legal advice
before  submitting  your  application.
With the right approach, the N 400 Yes
No Questions need not be a source of
fear;  they  are  simply  the  final  step
toward realizing your American dream.


