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Lough Neagh
Fishing Boats

For Sale

Discoveri
ng Your
Perfect
Vessel on
Lough
Neagh

Lough  Neagh,  the
largest lake in the
B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,
sprawls across 392
square  kilometres
of  breathtaking
f r e s h w a t e r  i n
Northern  Ireland.
For  generations,

this  vast  expanse
has been a haven
for anglers, nature
l o v e r s ,  a n d
m a r i t i m e
e n t h u s i a s t s .
Whether you are a
s e a s o n e d
c o m m e r c i a l
fisherman  chasing
the  l egendary
Lough  Neagh  eel
o r  a  w e e k e n d
angler  seeking
pike,  perch,  and
trout,  finding  the
r i g h t  b o a t  i s
essent ia l .  The
market  for  Lough



Neagh  Fishing
Boats For Sale is
as  diverse  as  the
w a t e r s
t h e m s e l v e s ,
offering  everything
from  traditional
clinker-built rowing
boats  to  modern,
fully-equipped lake
cruisers. This guide
will  navigate  you
t h r o u g h  t h e
options,  helping
y o u  m a k e  a n
informed  decision
f o r  y o u r  n e x t
aquatic adventure.

T h e  a l l u r e  o f
owning  a  boat  on
Lough Neagh goes
beyond the  catch.
I t  i s  a b o u t
independence  on
t h e  w a t e r ,
exploring  hidden
b a y s ,  a n d
experiencing  the
unique  tranquillity

that  only  a  vast
in land  sea  can
provide.  As  you
begin  your  search
for  Lough Neagh
Fishing  Boats
For  Sa le ,  i t  i s
i m p o r t a n t  t o
understand  the
local  conditions.
T h e  l o u g h  i s
famously  shallow,
with  an  average
depth  of  just  12
metres, but it  can
turn  choppy  in  a
hur ry  w i th  the
right  wind.  This
calls  for  a  vessel
tha t  i s  s tab le ,
seaworthy,  and
ideally  suited  to
f r e s h w a t e r
conditions.

Understa
nding the
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Lough
Neagh
Fishing
Landscap

e

Before  diving  into
the  classifieds,  it
pays to understand
what  makes  this
waterway  unique.
The lough supports
a  t h r i v i n g
commercial  fishing
i n d u s t r y ,
particularly  for
eels,  as  well  as  a
robust recreational
sector. The type of
boat  you  choose
will heavily depend
on  your  primary
fishing  method.
Are  you  planning
to  set  ee l  nets
commercially?  Do
you  prefer  trolling
for  trout?  Or  is  a

quiet  afternoon
perch  fishing  from
a  stable  platform
more your style?

The  conditions  on
Lough  Neagh  are
influenced  by  its
size. The wind can
build  a  significant
fetch,  creating
w a v e s  t h a t
demand  respect.
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,
Lough  Neagh
Fishing  Boats
For  Sale  often
l e a n  t o w a r d s
vessels that offer a
level  of  stability
and  shelter.  Many
local  fishermen
favour boats with a
moderate  beam
and  a  deep-V  or
semi-displacement
hull  to handle the
chop. Furthermore,
t h e  l o u g h  h a s
n u m e r o u s



d e s i g n a t e d
m o o r i n g s  a n d
launching  points,
such  as  those  at
Antrim,  Toome,
Kinnego  Marina,
and  Ardboe.  Your
cho ice  o f  boat
s h o u l d  a l s o
consider  the  ease
of  launching  and
r e t r i e v i n g ,
particularly  if  you
d o  n o t  h a v e
p e r m a n e n t
mooring rights.

Types of
Fishing
Boats
Available

The  va r i e ty  o f
Lough  Neagh
Fishing  Boats
F o r  S a l e  i s
impressive.  You
will  find  options  to

suit  every  budget
and  fishing  style.
B e l o w  i s  a
breakdown  of  the
m o s t  c o m m o n
categories you will
encounter.

Traditional
Clinker and
Wooden Boats

These  boats  are
steeped  in  the
heritage  of  Lough
Neagh. Many local
yards  stil l  build
a n d  r e s t o r e
beautiful  clinker-
built vessels, often
made from larch or
mahogany  on  oak
f rames .  These
boats  offer  a
classic  aesthetic
a n d  a r e
s u r p r i s i n g l y
seaworthy  when
well  maintained.
Owning  a  wooden
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boat is a labour of
love,  requir ing
regular  varnishing
and  maintenance
to  prevent  rot .
However, for those
who value tradition
and the soul  of  a
h a n d c r a f t e d
vessel, the market
for  Lough Neagh
Fishing  Boats
For  Sale  often
inc ludes  these
timeless  gems.
They  are  typically
best  su i ted  for
s l o w  t r o l l i n g ,
n e t t i n g ,  o r  a
leisurely  cruise
around  the  bays.

Modern
Fiberglass and
GRP Day
Boats

For  versatility  and
low  maintenance,
fiberglass  is  king.

G R P  ( G l a s s
Reinforced  Plastic)
boats  dominate
the modern listings
for  Lough Neagh
Fishing  Boats
For  Sale.  These
range  from  small,
o p e n  1 2 - f o o t
dinghies  perfect
for  a  solo  angler,
up  to  larger  20-
foot  plus  cuddy
c a b i n s  w i t h
outboard  engines.
Fiberglass  boats
are  durable,  easy
t o  c l e a n ,  a n d
general ly  more
forgiving  of  the
bumps and knocks
that  come  with
fishing.  They  can
be  fitted  with  rod
holders, live wells,
and  fish  finders
with relative ease.
Manufacturers  like
Orkney,  Shetland,
and  locally  built



craft  are  common
finds  in  this
category.

Small Lake
Cruisers with
Cabins

I f  y o u  p l a n  t o
spend  long  days
on  the  water  or
want  protection
f r o m  t h e
unpredictable  Irish
weather,  a  small
cabin cruiser is an
e x c e l l e n t
investment.  The
Lough  Neagh
Fishing  Boats
For  Sale  market
includes  compact
cruisers from 18 to
2 4  f e e t  w i t h  a
basic cuddy cabin.
T h i s  s p a c e
provides  shelter,
s t o r a g e ,  a n d
sometimes a basic
galley  or  toilet.

These  boats  are
heavier  and  more
stable,  making
them  idea l  f o r
battling the lough's
rougher days. They
o f t e n  c o m e
equ ipped  w i th
larger outboard or
inboard  engines,
p r o v i d i n g  t h e
power  needed  to
get  to  the  best
fishing  spots
quickly.

Pontoons and
Specialist
Angling
Platforms

Pontoon boats are
g r o w i n g  i n
popu la r i t y  f o r
recreational fishing
on  Lough  Neagh.
They  offer  an
incredibly  stable
platform,  which  is
perfect for drifting
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or anchoring while
fly  fishing.  While
they  are  not  as
fast  as  a  deep-V
boat,  their  safety
and  comfort  are
unmatched.  When
s e a r c h i n g  f o r
Lough  Neagh
Fishing  Boats
For  Sale,  do  not
overlook  a  well-
m a i n t a i n e d
pontoon. They are
p a r t i c u l a r l y
favoured by those
who  fish  with
family  or  enjoy  a
more relaxed pace
on the water.

Key
Features
to Look
For

When  evaluating
any  l i s t ing  fo r

Lough  Neagh
Fishing  Boats
For  Sale,  certain
features will  make
your  experience
safer  and  more
enjoyable.

Hull
Condition:
For
fiberglass
boats, check
for osmosis
(blisters) and
cracks. For
wooden
boats, check
for rot in the
transom and
ribs. A
survey is
highly
recommende
d for older
vessels.
Engine
Reliability:
The
outboard or
inboard



engine is the
heart of the
boat.
Request
service
history. Look
for modern
four-stroke
engines
which are
quieter and
more fuel-
efficient than
older two-
strokes.
Electronics
and Safety
Gear:
Ensure any
boat sold
includes
working
navigation
lights, a VHF
radio or
mobile
phone
mount, and
mandatory
safety

equipment
like
lifejackets
and fire
extinguisher
s.
Trailer
Condition:
Many deals
for Lough
Neagh
Fishing
Boats For
Sale include
a trailer.
Inspect the
trailer’s
tyres,
bearings,
lights, and
winch
carefully. A
poor trailer
can ruin a
good boat.
Storage
and Layout:
Consider the
amount of
deck space.
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A cluttered
boat is
difficult to
fish from.
Look for
ample
storage for
rods, tackle,
and personal
belongings.

New vs.
Used:
Making
the Right
Choice

The  market  for
Lough  Neagh
Fishing  Boats
For  Sale  offers
both new and pre-
owned  options.  A
new  boat  comes
with  a  warranty,
t h e  l a t e s t
technology,  and
peace  of  mind.

However,  it  also
c o m e s  w i t h  a
significant  price
tag.  Depreciation
is  fastest  in  the
first  few  years.  A
well-cared-for used
boat  can  offer
exceptional  value.
M a n y  l o c a l
fishermen  upgrade
t h e i r  v e s s e l s
regularly, meaning
you can find a boat
that is only a few
years  o ld  w i th
s u b s t a n t i a l
savings.  The  key
with a used boat is
to take your time,
ask  ques t i ons
a b o u t  u s a g e
history,  and,  i f
possible, conduct a
sea  trial  before
purchasing.

The  local  fishing
c o m m u n i t y  i s
tight-knit.  Word of



mouth is powerful.
If  you  are  serious
about  finding  the
b e s t  L o u g h
Neagh  Fishing
Boats  For  Sale,
network with local
t a c k l e  s h o p s ,
m a r i n a s ,  a n d
fishing  clubs.  They
often  hear  about
boats  being  sold
before they hit the
public websites.

Local
Dealers
and
Private
Sales

You  will  find
Lough  Neagh
Fishing  Boats
For  Sale  through
several channels.

Marinas and
Boat Yards

Kinnego  Marina
near  Lurgan  is  a
major hub. It has a
brokerage  service
a n d  o f t e n  h a s
b o a t s  f o r  s a l e
s i t t i n g  i n  t h e
water.  Similarly,
Antrim Marina and
the  facil it ies  at
T o o m e b r i d g e
frequently  have
notices boards and
brokers  dealing  in
Lough  Neagh
Fishing  Boats
For  Sale.  Visiting
these  locations
allows  you  to  see
b o a t s  i n  t h e i r
n a t u r a l
environment  and
speak directly with
owners.
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Online
Marketplaces

W e b s i t e s  l i k e
DoneDeal,  eBay,
and  spec ia l i s t
boating  sites  like
BoatsandOutboard
s.co.uk  are  rich
with  listings.  Use
specific  search
t e r m s  s u c h  a s
"fishing  boat
Lough  Neagh"  or
"lake boat Antrim"
to  narrow  down
resu l t s .  When
buying  privately
on l ine,  a lways
insist  on  viewing
the boat in person
and  be  wary  o f
deals  that  seem
too  good  to  be
true.

Local Boat
Builders

There  is  a  proud

tradition  of  boat
building  around
L o u g h  N e a g h .
Yards in areas like
A r d b o e  a n d
B a l l y r o n a n
occasionally  have
new builds or part-
exchange  vessels
available.  Looking
for  Lough Neagh
Fishing  Boats
For  Sale  from  a
l o c a l  b u i l d e r
ensures the boat is
d e s i g n e d
specifically  for  the
conditions  of  the
lough.

Regulatio
ns and
Licensing

Before  you  finalise
a  p u r c h a s e  o f
Lough  Neagh
Fishing  Boats
For  Sa le ,  you



must  understand
t h e  l e g a l
requirements.  All
boats  on  inland
w a t e r w a y s  i n
Northern  Ireland
s h o u l d  b e
registered  and
i n s u r e d .  T h e
Department  o f
A g r i c u l t u r e ,
Environment  and
Rural  Affairs
(DAERA)  oversees
fishing  regulations.
If you intend to fish
commercially,  a
specific  licence  is
r e q u i r e d .
R e c r e a t i o n a l
anglers need a rod
l i c e n c e .
Furthermore, there
a r e  s t r i c t
b i o s e c u r i t y
measures in place
to  p ro tec t  t he
l o u g h  f r o m
invasive  species.
You  must  ensure

y o u r  b o a t  i s
cleaned,  drained,
and dried between
trips  if  moving  it
from  other  water
bodies.

Maintena
nce and
Winterisa
tion

Owning a boat on
L o u g h  N e a g h
requires  seasonal
maintenance.  The
winters  can  be
harsh,  with  frost
and damp. For any
o f  t h e  L o u g h
Neagh  Fishing
Boats  For  Sale
you  consider,  ask
about  how  it  was
w i n t e r i s e d .
Engines should be
flushed  and
f o g g e d ,  f u e l
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stabilised, and the
hull  winterised  to
prevent  cracking.
A  well-maintained
boat will serve you
for  decades ;  a
neglected one will
become  a  money
pit .  Budget  for
annual servicing of
the  engine  and
general  upkeep of
the hull and trailer.

Price
Ranges
and Value

Prices  for  Lough
Neagh  Fishing
Boats  For  Sale
vary  w ide ly .  A
s m a l l ,  o l d e r
wooden  rowing
boat with a trolling
motor  might  start
at  around  £1,000.
A  good,  usable
1 4 - 1 6  f o o t

fiberglass  boat
with  a  20-40hp
outboard,  on  a
trailer,  typically
r a n g e s  f r o m
£3,000  to  £8,000.
Larger cuddy cabin
c r u i s e r s  w i t h
reliable  engines
c a n  f a l l  i n  t h e
£ 1 0 , 0 0 0  t o
£25,000  bracket,
depending on  age
and  condi t ion.
Premium,  modern
boats  equipped
with  GPS,  fish
finders,  and  high-
end  engines  can
exceed  £30,000.

When  evaluating
price, consider the
t o t a l  c o s t  o f
ownership.  The
purchase  price  is
j us t  the  s ta r t .
Insurance, mooring
fees ,  fue l ,  and
maintenance  all



add up. A cheaper
boat that needs a
lot  of  work  may
end  up  cost ing
m o r e  t h a n  a
slightly  higher-
priced boat that is
ready to fish.

The Best
Times to
Buy

The  market  for
Lough  Neagh
Fishing  Boats
For Sale follows a
seasonal  pattern.
Spring, just before
the  fishing  season
peaks,  sees  the
highest prices and
mos t  l i s t i ngs .
However,  autumn
and winter can be
excellent  times  to
find  a  bargain.
Owners  often  sell
after  the  season

ends,  and  prices
c a n  b e  m o r e
negotiable.  If  you
are  prepared  to
brave  the  co ld
weather to inspect
a  boat,  you  can
of ten  secure  a
much  better  deal
during  the  off-
season.

Conclusio
n

Finding  the  right
vessel  among  the
m a n y  L o u g h
Neagh  Fishing
Boats For Sale is
a  j ou rney  tha t
rewards  patience
and  resea rch .
Whether  you  are
d r a w n  t o  t h e
h e r i t a g e  o f  a
wooden  cl inker
b o a t  o r  t h e
practicality  of  a
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modern  fiberglass
day  cruiser,  the
key  is  matching
the  boat  to  your
specific  fishing
s t y l e  a n d  t h e
conditions  of  the
lough.  Take  your
t i m e ,  i n s p e c t
thoroughly,  and
connect  with  the
l o c a l  b o a t i n g
community. A well-
chosen  boat  will

open  up  the  vast
beauty  of  Lough
Neagh,  providing
countless  days  of
fishing  pleasure.
The waters  of  the
largest lake in the
U K  a w a i t  y o u r
arrival.  Choose
wisely,  fish  safely,
and  enjoy  every
moment  on  this
incredible  inland
sea.


