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The Darkness Love Is Only A
Feeling Lyrics

Unveiling the Meaning Behind The Darkness Love
Is Only A Feeling Lyrics

When The Darkness burst onto the early 2000s rock scene with their flamboyant style, soaring
falsetto vocals, and unabashedly theatrical performances, they captured the attention of music
lovers worldwide. Among their most intriguing and emotionally resonant tracks is "Love Is
Only A Feeling," a song that stands out even within the band's eclectic discography. The
Darkness Love Is Only A Feeling lyrics offer a profound meditation on the nature of love,
vulnerability, and the complex interplay between emotion and reality. In this comprehensive
exploration, we will dive deep into the lyrics, their meaning, the song's context within the



band's career, and why it continues to resonate with listeners more than two decades after its
release.

The Context: The Darkness and Their Second
Album

To fully appreciate The Darkness Love Is Only A Feeling lyrics, it is essential to understand
the context in which the song was created. Following the massive success of their debut album
Permission to Land in 2003, which spawned iconic singles like "I Believe in a Thing Called
Love" and "Growing on Me," the band faced the daunting task of crafting a follow-up. In 2005,
they released One Way Ticket to Hell... and Back, a more ambitious and sonically complex
album that sought to build on their signature sound while exploring new thematic territory.

"Love Is Only A Feeling" served as the second single from this album. It represented a
departure from the straightforward, tongue-in-cheek rock anthems that had defined their early
work. Instead, the song revealed a more introspective and vulnerable side of the band. The
Darkness Love Is Only A Feeling lyrics delve into the uncertainty and fragility of romantic
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love, wrapped in a lush, melodic arrangement that showcases lead singer Justin Hawkins's
extraordinary vocal range.

Decoding the Lyrics: A Line-by-Line Exploration

The Darkness Love Is Only A Feeling lyrics open with a sense of longing and introspection.
The narrator is caught between the desire to connect with someone and the fear that the
connection might not be real. The opening lines immediately set a tone of vulnerability that
permeates the entire song.

Key Themes in the Opening Verses

The early verses of the song establish a core tension: the narrator wants to believe in love but is
haunted by doubt. The lyrics suggest that love is a construct, an idea that we cling to even when
evidence points to its impermanence. This is a remarkably mature and reflective theme for a
band often celebrated for its over-the-top rock star persona. The Darkness Love Is Only A
Feeling lyrics do not shy away from asking difficult questions about the nature of commitment
and the pain that comes when love fades.



The Chorus: A Powerful Refrain

The chorus of the song is where the central message becomes unmistakably clear. When Justin
Hawkins sings the title phrase, "Love Is Only A Feeling," there is a bittersweet acceptance in
his voice. The lyrics suggest that love, while powerful and transformative, is ultimately an
emotion that can change, diminish, or disappear. This is not a cynical take on love but rather a
realistic one. The song acknowledges that love requires more than just feeling; it requires
action, commitment, and a willingness to weather the storms that inevitably arise in any long-
term relationship.

Bridging Emotion and Reality

As the song progresses, The Darkness Love Is Only A Feeling lyrics explore the gap between
idealised love and the messy reality of human relationships. The bridge section often features
some of the most emotionally charged lines, where the narrator grapples with the possibility
that the love they once felt may have slipped away. These moments are delivered with
Hawkins's signature falsetto, adding an extra layer of poignancy and urgency to the words.
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Musical Arrangement and Emotional Impact

The musical arrangement of "Love Is Only A Feeling" plays a crucial role in reinforcing the
lyrical content. Unlike the high-energy, riff-driven anthems that define much of The Darkness's
catalogue, this song features a more restrained and atmospheric production. The use of piano,
layered guitars, and dramatic dynamics creates a soundscape that mirrors the emotional
journey described in the lyrics. The song builds to a soaring climax, where the full band erupts
in a cathartic release that mirrors the narrator's emotional breakthrough.

The interplay between the lyrics and the music in The Darkness Love Is Only A Feeling lyrics
is masterful. The quieter verses allow the listener to focus on the introspective words, while the
powerful choruses drive home the emotional weight of the message. This dynamic structure
keeps the listener engaged and makes the song's emotional payoff all the more satisfying.

Fan Interpretations and Cultural Resonance

Over the years, fans have offered a wide range of interpretations of The Darkness Love Is Only



A Feeling lyrics. Some see it as a straightforward breakup song, a lament for a love that has run
its course. Others interpret it as a more philosophical meditation on the nature of emotion
itself. The ambiguity of the lyrics allows listeners to project their own experiences onto the
song, which is a hallmark of great songwriting.

One of the reasons the song has endured is its honesty. In a genre often dominated by simplistic
celebrations of love or heartbreak, The Darkness Love Is Only A Feeling lyrics acknowledge
the complexity and uncertainty that real relationships involve. The song does not offer easy
answers or platitudes. Instead, it presents love as a beautiful but fragile thing that requires
constant nurturing. This resonates with anyone who has ever experienced the ups and downs of
a long-term relationship.

The Darkness's Unique Lyrical Voice

What sets The Darkness Love Is Only A Feeling lyrics apart from other love songs is the band's
ability to balance sincerity with their characteristic wit. Even when dealing with heavy
emotional material, the lyrics often contain a glimmer of self-awareness or irony that prevents
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the song from becoming maudlin. This balance is difficult to achieve, but The Darkness does it
effortlessly. The result is a song that feels both deeply personal and universally relatable.

Justin Hawkins has mentioned in interviews that the song was inspired by real-life experiences
and observations. The Darkness Love Is Only A Feeling lyrics are not just abstract poetry; they
are rooted in genuine emotion. This authenticity shines through in every line and is a key
reason why the song connects so powerfully with listeners.

The Legacy of the Song

Though "Love Is Only A Feeling" did not achieve the same commercial success as some of the
band's earlier singles, it has become a fan favourite and a staple of their live shows. Its
enduring popularity speaks to the quality of the songwriting and the emotional resonance of
The Darkness Love Is Only A Feeling lyrics. The song has been covered by numerous artists
and continues to be discovered by new generations of listeners who appreciate its heartfelt
honesty.

In the context of the band's career, the song represents an important artistic step. It showed that



The Darkness was capable of more than just flashy rock anthems; they could also write songs
of genuine depth and emotional complexity. This versatility has helped the band maintain a
loyal fanbase even as musical trends have shifted.

Connecting with the Listener

One of the most striking aspects of The Darkness Love Is Only A Feeling lyrics is how they
invite the listener to reflect on their own experiences with love. The song does not dictate how
you should feel; instead, it creates space for your own emotions to surface. This is the mark of
truly great songwriting. The lyrics are specific enough to be meaningful but universal enough to
be applied to a wide range of personal situations.

For many fans, the song has become a touchstone for moments of emotional introspection.
Whether they are going through a breakup, questioning the state of their relationship, or simply
contemplating the nature of love itself, The Darkness Love Is Only A Feeling lyrics provide a
soundtrack for those deep, reflective moments. The song's ability to meet listeners where they
are is a testament to its enduring appeal.
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Conclusion: The Lasting Power of a Great Song

In a world where pop music often prioritises catchy hooks over meaningful content, The
Darkness Love Is Only A Feeling lyrics stand as a reminder of what rock music can achieve
when it dares to be vulnerable. The song is a beautifully crafted exploration of love's fragility,
delivered with the theatrical flair and musical virtuosity that only The Darkness can provide.
Whether you are a longtime fan or a newcomer to the band's music, this track offers a rich,
rewarding listening experience that only deepens with each repeated listen.

The Darkness Love Is Only A Feeling lyrics remind us that love, for all its power, is indeed a
feeling—and feelings, by their very nature, can change. But within that uncertainty lies the
beauty of the human experience. The song encourages us to embrace love fully, even knowing
that it may not last forever. And in doing so, it offers a message of hope that is both realistic
and profoundly moving. That is why this song continues to matter, and why it will likely be
cherished by fans for many years to come.


