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Did Amanda Blake Have Any Children

Amanda Blake: The Woman Behind Miss Kitty

When  fans  of  classic  television  think  of  Amanda  Blake,  the  first  image  that  often
comes to mind is that of Miss Kitty Russell, the savvy saloon owner from the long-
running Western series Gunsmoke. For nineteen seasons, from 1955 to 1974, Blake
brought warmth, intelligence, and a touch of steel to the role, making her one of the
most beloved characters in TV history. Yet, away from the dusty streets of Dodge City,
a question that frequently arises among admirers is: Did Amanda Blake have any
children?  The  answer,  though  simple,  opens  a  window  into  a  life  filled  with  career
triumphs, personal challenges, and a deep love for animals that often substituted for
the traditional family she never had.

This article delves into Amanda Blake's personal history, her marriages, her decision
regarding motherhood, and the enduring legacy she left behind—both on screen and
off. By exploring these facets, we aim to provide a comprehensive answer to that key
question while celebrating a remarkable woman whose life was as compelling as any
script.

A Brief Biography: From Buffalo to Hollywood

Born Beverly  Louise Neill  on February 20,  1929,  in  Buffalo,  New York,  Amanda Blake
grew up in a middle-class family. Her early years were marked by a love for acting and
performing, which led her to study drama and eventually move to Los Angeles. She
quickly  caught  the  eye  of  talent  scouts  and  began  appearing  in  films  and  television
shows in the early 1950s. Her big break came when she was cast as Miss Kitty on
Gunsmoke, a role that would define her career and make her a household name.

Blake's portrayal of Miss Kitty was groundbreaking for its time. She was a strong,
independent woman who owned her own business and was a respected member of
the community—a far cry from the more traditional female roles of the era. Her on-
screen chemistry with James Arness (Marshal Matt Dillon) and Milburn Stone (Doc
Adams)  contributed  to  the  show's  legendary  status.  However,  off-screen,  Blake's  life
took a different trajectory.

Marriages and Relationships

Amanda Blake was married three times. Her first marriage was to football player Don
Whitman in 1950, but it ended in divorce just two years later. In 1954, she married
Jason Day,  a  naval  officer,  but  that  union  also  dissolved  in  1956.  Her  most  notable
marriage was to Frank Gilbert, a businessman, in 1967. This relationship lasted until
Gilbert's death in 1982 and was reportedly a happy one. Despite these marriages,
none of them produced children.



Why No Children?

The question "Did Amanda Blake have any children?" can be answered definitively: no,
she did not. There are no records, interviews, or credible sources indicating that she
ever gave birth or adopted a child. So why did she remain childless? While Blake was
private about her personal life, several factors likely contributed.

Career Demands: The rigorous filming schedule of Gunsmoke (nearly 40
episodes per season) left little time for raising a family. Television production in
the 1950s and 1960s was especially demanding, often requiring long hours on
set.
Health Issues: Blake suffered from various health problems throughout her life,
including ovarian cysts and later, a severe bout with hepatitis and liver cancer.
These conditions may have affected her fertility or made pregnancy inadvisable.
Personal Choice: Some biographers suggest that Blake simply never felt a
strong maternal instinct. Instead, she channeled her nurturing energy into her
many pets and animal rescue efforts.

The Animal Kingdom: Amanda Blake's Fur Family

If Amanda Blake didn't have human children, she certainly had a large and beloved
animal  family.  She was an avid  animal  lover  and an active  supporter  of  wildlife
conservation. She served as the president of the Arizona Humane Society for many
years after moving to Arizona in the 1970s. Her home was a veritable menagerie,
including dogs, cats, horses, and even a pet lion named Charlie.

Yes,  you read that  correctly—a lion.  Blake and her  husband Frank Gilbert  raised
Charlie from a cub, and the lion lived with them in their Phoenix home. Charlie was
often photographed with Blake, and she spoke fondly of him in interviews. For many,
this deep bond with animals replaced the role that children might have played in her
life. She dedicated time, money, and affection to creatures great and small, earning a
reputation as a devoted animal advocate.

Legacy of Compassion

Blake's love for animals continued until her death in 1989. She left a portion of her
estate to animal charities, ensuring that her legacy of compassion outlived her. This
aspect of her life is often overlooked when fans ask, "Did Amanda Blake have any
children?" The answer may be no,  but she was a mother figure to countless animals
and a champion for their welfare.

Career Beyond Gunsmoke

When Gunsmoke ended in 1974, Blake tried to transition to other roles. She appeared
in television movies and guest-starred on shows like Fantasy Island  and The Love
Boat. However, typecasting made it difficult for her to escape the shadow of Miss Kitty.
In the 1980s, she largely retired from acting, focusing instead on her animal rescue
work and her health.
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Blake's later years were marred by illness. She was diagnosed with mouth cancer
(likely related to her long-term smoking habit) and underwent surgery that left her
with a speech impediment. She also battled liver cancer, which ultimately claimed her
life on August 16, 1989, at the age of 60. Despite these struggles, she remained active
in the animal welfare community until the end.

Public Perception and the Myth of Miss Kitty's Children

Interestingly,  the character Miss Kitty on Gunsmoke  also never had children. This
parallel between actress and role sometimes leads fans to wonder if Blake's personal
choices influenced her performance. However, Blake herself  stated in interviews that
she rarely mixed her personal life with her on-screen persona. Yet the lack of children
in both real and fictional lives has contributed to an enduring curiosity.

Some rumors have circulated over the years that Blake had a child out of wedlock or
gave a  baby up for  adoption.  These rumors  are  entirely  unfounded.  No credible
evidence supports such claims.  In fact,  Blake's  close friends and surviving family
members have consistently stated that she never had children. The persistence of
these myths likely stems from the public's desire to humanize a star they adored—to
imagine her as a mother, just as she was a beloved television figure.

Did Amanda Blake Have Any Children? A Definitive Answer

To put the matter to rest: Amanda Blake did not have any biological or adopted
children. She was married three times but never became a mother. Her life was filled
instead with a successful acting career, a deep commitment to animal welfare, and a
close circle of friends and loved ones. She once said in a 1983 interview, "I've never
missed having children. I've had my animals, and they've given me all the love I ever
needed."

This statement reveals a woman at peace with her choices. In an era when women
were often pressured to marry and have children, Blake carved her own path. She
prioritized her career, her passions, and her independence. For fans who ask, "Did
Amanda Blake have any children?" the answer is a simple "no," but the story behind
that answer is one of resilience, compassion, and authenticity.

Conclusion: Remembering a True Original

Amanda  Blake's  legacy  endures  through  reruns  of  Gunsmoke,  where  Miss  Kitty
continues to charm new generations. But her real-life legacy is just as important: a
woman who used her fame to support causes she believed in, who loved animals
fiercely, and who lived life on her own terms. While she may not have had children in
the traditional sense, she touched the lives of many—human and animal alike—with
kindness and strength.

So, the next time you watch Miss Kitty pour a drink at the Long Branch Saloon,
remember the woman behind the costume. She was more than just an actress; she



was a pioneer, a philanthropist, and a lover of all creatures great and small. And while
she never had children of her own, her impact on the world is a legacy any parent
would be proud to leave.


