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Discovering the Magic of
Ten Little Ladybugs By
Melanie Gerth

Few children’s books manage to
capture the attention of a toddler while
also teaching foundational skills. Ten
Little Ladybugs By Melanie Gerth is
one of those rare treasures that has
delighted families for years. This
engaging board book combines a
simple counting rhyme with vibrant,
three-dimensional ladybugs that
literally pop off the page. As children
turn each page, they see and feel one
ladybug disappear, reinforcing the
concept of subtraction in the most
playful way. In this article, we’ll explore
why this book remains a beloved
classic, how it supports early learning,
and what makes it a standout choice for
parents, teachers, and caregivers.

Who Is Melanie Gerth?

Melanie Gerth is a well-known author
and illustrator in the world of children’s
books. She has a gift for creating
interactive stories that appeal to very
young readers. Ten Little Ladybugs
By Melanie Gerth is arguably her
most famous work, and it exemplifies
her ability to blend education with pure
fun. Gerth’'s background in early
childhood education shines through in
the book’s design: each element is
carefully crafted to encourage tactile
exploration, visual tracking, and

follow a similar interactive format, but
the ladybug book remains a favorite for
its cheerful illustrations and clever
countdown mechanic.

The Creative Team Behind the
Book

While Melanie Gerth is credited as the
author, the book’s stunning illustrations
were actually created by Laura Hulsey-
Becker (often credited as Laura
Hulsey). Her bright, whimsical artwork
brings each bug, flower, and animal to
life. The collaboration between Gerth's
engaging text and Hulsey’s vivid
pictures results in a reading experience
that feels alive. The plastic ladybugs
that appear on each spread are a
tactile highlight—children love to touch
them, and the gentle rattle of the bugs
adds an auditory element to storytime.

What Is Ten Little
Ladybugs About?

The story follows a simple, rhythmic
countdown from ten to one. On each
page, a new scene shows ladybugs
sitting on various objects: a bee, a
flower, a leaf, and more. As a new
creature or object is introduced, one
ladybug flies away, leaving behind one
less. The text repeats the pattern: “Ten
little ladybugs, sitting on a gate. One
flew away and then there were eight.”
The repetitive nature helps children
anticipate what comes next, building
confidence and memory. The book ends
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conclusion feel joyful and complete.

Interactive Features That
Make It Unique

What sets Ten Little Ladybugs By
Melanie Gerth apart from ordinary
counting books is its use of physical
ladybugs. These tiny, squishy, plastic
bugs are embedded into the pages, and
children can touch them as they read.
The bugs are slightly raised, making
them easy for little fingers to find.
When the ladybug “flies away,” the
page shows a cutout or hole where the
bug was, giving the child a visual cue
that one is missing. This tactile and
visual feedback reinforces the concept
of subtraction in a concrete way.

e Tactile learning: Touching the
bugs helps children connect
number words to physical
objects.

e Visual tracking: The holes left
behind encourage children to
count the remaining bugs on their
own.

* Predictable text: The rhyme
and repetition support early
language development and
memorization.

e Durable format: The thick board
book pages withstand rough
handling, perfect for babies and
toddlers.

Educational Benefits for
Early Learners

Parents and educators consistently
praise Ten Little Ladybugs By
Melanie Gerth for its ability to teach
multiple skills at once. Here are some
of the key learning areas the book
addresses:

Counting and Number Sense

The story naturally introduces counting
from ten down to one. Because each
page shows a new total, children can
count the ladybugs aloud. The
transition from ten to nine, nine to
eight, and so on helps children
understand that numbers represent
quantities, not just names. This is a
critical step in developing number
sense.

Subtraction Concepts

Though the book is not a formal math
lesson, it gently introduces the idea of
“taking away.” Each time a ladybug
flies off, the number decreases by one.
Children begin to understand that less
is left. The physical removal of a bug
(visible through the hole) makes
subtraction tangible.

Language Development

The rhyming text is rhythmic and easy
to remember. Repetition helps children
pick up new vocabulary, such as
“gate,” “flower,” “bee,” and “leaf.” The
use of directional words like “above”
and “below” also enriches language
exposure.

Fine Motor Skills

Poking and pointing at the ladybugs
strengthens the small muscles in a
child’s hands. Turning thick board
pages also builds dexterity. These fine
motor skills are essential for later
writing tasks.

Why Parents and Teachers
Love It

It is no exaggeration to say that Ten
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has become a staple in many
households and preschool classrooms.
Here are some reasons why:

1. Engaging for short attention
spans: The interactive elements
keep even the most active
toddlers focused on the book.

2. Durable and safe: The bugs are
securely attached, and the pages
are thick enough to resist tearing
and bending.

3. Versatile for different ages:
Babies enjoy the tactile surprise,
while older toddlers can practice
counting independently.

4. Perfect for storytime: The
rhythmic text makes it easy for
parents to read with enthusiasm,
and children quickly learn to
chime in.

5. Teaches more than numbers:
The book also introduces animals,
nature, and even a bit of cause
and effect (when a ladybug flies
away, something happens).

How to Make the Most of
Reading Ten Little
Ladybugs

To maximize the educational and fun
value of Ten Little Ladybugs By
Melanie Gerth, try these tips during
reading time:

Encourage Active
Participation

Ask your child to touch each ladybug as
you count. When one “flies away,” let
them point to the hole and say “bye-
bye!” This involvement builds
comprehension and ownership of the
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Use the Book for Real-World
Connections

After reading, go outside and look for
real ladybugs or other insects. You can
also count other objects (like toys or
snacks) from ten down to one,
mirroring the book’s structure. This
extends the learning beyond the page.

Sing the Rhyme

The text has a natural sing-song
quality. Try chanting or even making up
a simple melody. Singing helps children
memorize the words and makes the
experience more memorable.

Discuss the lllustrations

Ask questions like “What color is the
flower?” or “How many bees do you
see?” This builds observation skills and
vocabulary. The detailed backgrounds
offer plenty of opportunities for
conversation.

Comparing Ten Little
Ladybugs to Other
Counting Books

There are many counting books on the
market, but Ten Little Ladybugs By
Melanie Gerth stands out for its
physical interaction. Books like Chicka
Chicka 1, 2, 3 or Countablock are
excellent in their own right, but they
lack the tactile element. The ladybug
book combines sight, sound (the rattle
of the bugs), and touch in a way few
others achieve. Additionally, the story’s
countdown structure (rather than
counting up) prepares children for
understanding subtraction and
backwards sequencing, which is less
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You can find Ten Little Ladybugs By
Melanie Gerth at most major
bookstores, online retailers, and library
systems. When purchasing, check that
the ladybugs are intact and securely
attached. Some older copies may have
loose bugs, but newer editions are
generally well-made. The board book
format typically measures about seven
inches square, making it easy for small
hands to hold. If you want a gift for a
baby shower or a first birthday, this
book is a thoughtful and enduring
choice.

In a world of flashy electronic toys and
digital screens, Ten Little Ladybugs
By Melanie Gerth reminds us that
simple, hands-on reading can be

incredibly powerful. It teaches
numbers, encourages interaction, and
fosters a love of books in even the
youngest listeners. The cheerful rhyme,
vivid colors, and delightful plastic bugs
have made it a favorite for over two
decades. Whether you are a parent,
grandparent, or teacher, adding this
book to your collection is a decision you
will not regret. It is a testament to how
a well-crafted children’s book can spark
curiosity and joy, one little ladybug at a
time.

Frequently Asked Questions

About Ten Little Ladybugs

¢ Is the book suitable for
babies? Yes, the board pages
and smooth bugs are safe for
infants, though adult supervision
is recommended to prevent them
from trying to remove the bugs.

e Can the ladybugs be
removed? They are designed to
stay attached, but with rough
handling they can sometimes pop
off. If that happens, you can glue
them back.

e Does the book have any other
editions? There is also a smaller
version and a Spanish-language
edition, Diez mariquitas
pequenas.

* What age range is ideal? Most
often recommended for ages 1 to
4, though older siblings also
enjoy reading it to younger
children.

Ten Little Ladybugs By Melanie
Gerth is more than just a counting
book—it is a multisensory experience
that has earned a permanent place in
early childhood libraries. Its clever
combination of rhyme, touch, and
visuals helps children build foundational
math skills, language, and a genuine
love for reading. As each ladybug
disappears and reappears, young
readers learn that stories can be both
educational and enormously fun. Pick
up a copy today, and watch your child’s
face light up with every turn of the

page.




