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Academic Calendar
Ithaca College

Introduction:
Understandi
ng the
Rhythms of
Ithaca
College

Planning  a  successful
academic  j ou rney
requires more than just
choos ing  the  r ight
courses  or  finding  the
p e r f e c t  d o r m .  I t
d e m a n d s  a  k e e n
understanding  of  the
institutional rhythm that
governs campus life: the
academic  calendar.  For
students,  faculty,  and

staff at  Ithaca College,
the academic calendar is
the  backbone  of  the
entire  year.  It  dictates
when classes begin and
end, when breaks offer a
moment  to  recharge,
a n d  w h e n  c r i t i c a l
d e a d l i n e s  f o r
r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d
graduat ion  occu r .
Whether  you  a re  a
prospective  student
c o n s i d e r i n g  y o u r
opt ions ,  a  cu r ren t
student  mapping  out
your  semester,  or  a
p a r e n t  t r y i n g  t o
coo rd ina te  f am i l y
schedules,  grasping the
n u a n c e s  o f  t h e
Academic  Calendar
I thaca  Col lege  i s



essential.

The  calendar  at  Ithaca
Col lege  is  careful ly
c ra f ted  to  ba lance
r igorous  academic
requ i rements  w i th
meaningful time for rest,
reflection,  and
e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r
engagement.  Unlike
many  institutions  that
operate on a traditional
two-semester  system,
I thaca  Co l lege  has
a d o p t e d  a  u n i q u e
structure that maximizes
learning  opportunities
while  providing  built-in
periods  for  intensive
s t u d y  o r  p e r s o n a l
pursuits. This article will
dissect  the  calendar  in
detail,  exploring  its
semester  layout,  key
dates  such as  finals  and
registration,  holiday
breaks,  and the special
winter session that sets
Ithaca apart. By the end,
you  will  have  a  clear
r o a d m a p  o f  t h e

academic year at Ithaca
College, enabling you to
p l a n  a h e a d  w i t h
confidence  and  make
the most of your time on
South Hill.

The
Semester
Structure:
Fall and
Spring

Like  most  colleges  and
universities in the United
States,  Ithaca  College
follows  a  two-semester
system  for  its  primary
a c a d e m i c  t e r m s .
However,  the  specific
dates  and  inc luded
f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e s e
semesters are unique to
the  institution.  The  fall
semester  typ ica l ly
begins  in  late  August
and  concludes  before
the  winter  holidays,
w h i l e  t h e  s p r i n g
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semester  starts  in  late
January  and  ends  in
May.  This  structure
al lows  for  a  natural
b r e a k  d u r i n g  t h e
summer  months,  but  it
also incorporates several
s t r a t e g i c  p a u s e s
throughout  the  year  to
prevent  burnout  and
support  student  well-
being.

Fall Semester: A
Dynamic Start

The  fall  semester  at
Ithaca  College  is  a
period  of  high  energy
and  transit ion.  New
students  arr ive  for
orientation  often  in  the
third  week  of  August,
moving  into  residence
hal ls  and  attending
w e l c o m e  e v e n t s
designed  to  ease  the
transition to college life.
Classes  for  returning
and new students  alike
typically  commence  in
the last week of August

or  the  first  week  of
September.  The  fal l
calendar  is  punctuated
by  Labor  Day,  which
provides  an  early  long
weekend for students to
settle in or  explore the
scenic  Finger  Lakes
region.

One of the most notable
features  of  the  fa l l
semester is the inclusion
of  a  fall  break,  usually
occurring  in  October
around  Ind igenous
Peoples Day. This short
break  gives  students  a
chance  to  catch  up  on
coursework,  visit  home,
or  simply  decompress
before  the  midterm
rush. The semester then
cont inues  through
N o v e m b e r ,  w i t h
Thanksgiving  break
offering  a  full  week  off
for  students  to  spend
time  with  family.  This
generous  Thanksgiving
break  is  a  hallmark  of
the  I thaca  Co l lege



ca lendar ,  a l lowing
students ample time to
travel  home and return
refreshed  for  the  final
push  of  the  semester.
Final  examinations  for
t h e  f a l l  t e r m  a r e
typically held in the third
week of December, after
which  students  depart
for  the  winter  holiday
break.

Spring Semester:
Renewal and
Culmination

The spring  semester  at
Ithaca  College  begins
after  the  winter  break,
with  classes  usually
starting in the final week
of  January.  This  later
start date, compared to
some institutions, allows
for  a  more  extended
winter recess and gives
s t u d e n t s  t i m e  t o
complete  any  intensive
winter  session  courses.
The  spring  calendar  is

marked  by  severa l
significant  events  and
breaks.  A  spring break,
usually a full week long,
occurs in March. This is
a  highly  anticipated
period  for  students  to
travel,  relax, or engage
in  alternative  spring
break  serv ice  tr ips
o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e
college.

Upon  returning  from
s p r i n g  b r e a k ,  t h e
semester  accelerates
toward  its  culmination.
The  academic  rigors  of
April  lead  into  the  final
examination  period  in
early  to  mid-May.  For
graduating  seniors,  this
i s  a l s o  a  t i m e  o f
transition,  marked  by
c o m m e n c e m e n t
a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e
undergraduate  and
g r a d u a t e
c o m m e n c e m e n t
ceremonies are typically
h e l d  o n  t h e  s a m e
w e e k e n d  i n  M a y ,
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bringing  the  academic
year  to  a  celebratory
close.  For  continuing
students, the end of the
spring  semester  signals
the  beginning  of  the
summer months, though
many  choose  to  stay
e n g a g e d  t h r o u g h
summer  sessions  or
internships facilitated by
the college.

The Ithaca
College
Winter
Session: A
Distinctive
Opportunity

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
distinctive  features  of
t h e  A c a d e m i c
Ca lendar  I thaca
College  is  its  formal
winter  session.  This  is
not merely a break; it is
an  optional  academic
term  that  takes  place

between  the  fall  and
spring  semesters.  The
winter  sess ion  i s  a
compressed  period,
typically spanning three
to four weeks in January.
D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,
s tudents  have  the
opportunity  to  take
intensive  courses  that
would  not  fit  into  the
r e g u l a r  s e m e s t e r
schedule.

These  winter  courses
are  often  focused  on
specialized topics, study
abroad  experiences,  or
p r e r e q u i s i t e
requirements that  allow
students to stay on track
for  graduation.  The
f o r m a t  i s  h i g h l y
concentrated,  with
c l a s s e s  m e e t i n g
frequently  over  a  short
duration. This can be an
excellent  option  for
students  looking  to
lighten their course load
dur ing  the  regu lar
semesters,  catch up on



a  missed  requirement,
or  delve  deeply  into  a
sub jec t  o f  i n tense
interest.  The  winter
session is self-contained
and requires a separate
registration process, but
it is fully integrated into
the  col lege's  credit
s y s t e m .  F o r  m a n y
students, taking a winter
sess ion  course  is  a
strategic  move  that
e n h a n c e s  t h e i r
academic progress while
taking advantage of the
u n i q u e  c a l e n d a r
structure of the college.

Key
Registration
and
Financial
Deadlines

Understanding  the
academic calendar is not
just about knowing when
classes are in session. It

is  also  about  tracking
critical  administrative
deadlines.  Registration
for  the  fall  and  spring
semesters  takes  place
months in advance. For
returning  students,
registrat ion  for  the
upcoming  academic
year  typically  begins  in
April for the following fall
semester. New students
are  usually  registered
d u r i n g  s u m m e r
orientation sessions. The
Academic  Calendar
I t h a c a  C o l l e g e
publishes  exact  dates
f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n
appointments, which are
often  tiered  by  credit
hours  earned,  wi th
seniors  registering  first
and  first-year  students
registering  later.

Financial  aid  deadlines
are  equally  important.
The priority deadline for
submitting  the  FAFSA
and  CSS  Profile  for  the
upcoming  academic
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year  is  usually  in  early
spring.  Tuition  and  fee
payment  deadlines  are
aligned with the start of
each semester, typically
in  early  August  for  fall
and  early  January  for
spring.  Missing  these
deadlines  can  result  in
late fees or even course
cancellation.  Therefore,
it  is  essential  to  mark
these  dates  on  your
personal  calendar  as
s o o n  a s  t h e y  a r e
p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e
college's  Office  of  the
Registrar  or  Student
Financial  Services.  The
college  also  publishes
deadlines  for  dropping
c o u r s e s  w i t h o u t
academic  pena l ty ,
withdrawing  from  a
course,  and  selecting
the  pass/fail  grading
option.  Each  of  these
has  a  specific  date  by
which  the  action  must
b e  c o m p l e t e d ,  a s
outlined  in  the  official
academic  calendar.

Holidays and
Campus
Closures

The  academic  calendar
also  dictates  when  the
campus  is  officially
closed.  While  students
are  on  break,  many
administrative  offices
may  also  be  closed  or
operate  on  reduced
h o u r s .  T h e  m a j o r
holidays  observed  at
Ithaca College  include
Labor  Day,  Indigenous
Peoples Day (fall break),
Thanksgiving, the winter
holiday period (typically
from  the  end  of  finals
until  early  January),
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.
Day, and Memorial Day.
During  these  times,
students  should  be
aware  that  residence
halls  may  remain  open
for  those  who  need  to
stay, but dining services
may be limited.



It  is  important  to  note
that the winter closure is
one  o f  the  l onges t
per iods  o f  campus
closure.  This  is  a  time
w h e n  m a j o r
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d
renovation  projects  are
often undertaken by the
facilities team. Students
who  plan  to  stay  on
campus  dur ing  any
break  must  usual ly
register  with  the  Office
of  Residential  Life,  as
policies  and  costs  may
apply.  Knowing  the
exact  dates  of  these
closures  is  crucial  for
travel  planning  and  for
ensuring that  you have
access  to  necessary
campus  resources.

Summer
Sessions:
Continuing

Education
and
Acceleration

While  not  part  of  the
traditional  academic
y e a r ,  t h e  s u m m e r
sess ions  at  I thaca
C o l l e g e  a r e  a n
e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e
academic  calendar  that
many  students  utilize.
The  summer  term  is
typically  divided  into
multiple  sessions:  a
short  session in May, a
longer  summer  session
that runs from late May
through  July,  and  a  final
session in August. These
sessions  offer  a  diverse
array  of  courses,  from
genera l  educat ion
r e q u i r e m e n t s  t o
specialized  upper-level
offerings.

For students who wish to
accelerate  their  degree
progress, make up for a
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failed  course,  or  get
ahead, summer sessions
are  an  ideal  solution.
The  courses  are  often
taught  by  the  same
faculty who teach during
the  regular  academic
year,  ensuring  a  high
quality  of  instruction.
The summer calendar is
published separately but
i s  a l igned  wi th  the
overall  institutional
timeline. Registering for
summer  courses  is  a
separate  process,  and
financial  aid  is  available
for  those  who  qualify.
T h e  s u m m e r  t e r m
provides  a  flexible  and
conven ient  way  to
continue  studies  year-
round.

Planning
Your Year:
How the

Calendar
Impacts
Student Life

The  structure  of  the
Academic  Calendar
Ithaca College  directly
influences the rhythm of
s t u d e n t  l i f e .  T h e
generous fall and spring
breaks  are  not  just  for
relaxation; they are also
strategic  opportunities
for  students  to  engage
in internships, volunteer
w o r k ,  o r  r e s e a r c h
projects.  The  winter
session  offers  a  unique
chance  to  focus  on  a
single  subject  or  to
study abroad in a short-
te rm  program  that
would  not  be  possible
dur ing  the  regu lar
semester.

F o r  s t u d e n t
o rgan i za t ions  and
athlet ic  teams,  the
calendar  dictates  the



seasons of  activity.  Fall
sports  dominate  the
early  semester,  while
spring sports take center
stage  after  the  winter
b r e a k .  S t u d e n t
government  and  club
meetings are scheduled
around  the  academic
demands  of  midterms
and  finals.
Understanding  the
calendar allows students
t o  b a l a n c e  t h e i r
a c a d e m i c
responsibilities with their
extracurricular passions.
It  also  helps  families
coordinate  visits  to
campus  for  events  like
Family  Weekend,  which
is  typically  held  in  the
f a l l ,  o r  f o r
Commencement  in  the
spring.

Accessing
the Official

Calendar

To get  the  most  up-to-
d a t e  a n d  p r e c i s e
information, it is always
best  to  consul t  the
official  Academic
Ca lendar  I thaca
C o l l e g e  w e b s i t e
ma in ta ined  by  the
Registrar's  Office.  This
on l i ne  resource  i s
updated  regularly  and
includes  PDF  versions
that can be downloaded
a n d  p r i n t e d .  T h e
calendar  is  usual ly
published  at  least  one
a c a d e m i c  y e a r  i n
advance ,  a l l ow ing
students and families to
plan  vacations,  flights,
and other commitments
well ahead of time. The
website  also  includes
l i nks  to  impor tan t
related  pages,  such  as
the  final  examination
schedule,  the  course
c a t a l o g ,  a n d  t h e
c o m m e n c e m e n t
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schedule.

In addition to the main
academic  calendar,
students should also be
aware  of  the  calendars
maintained by individual
s c h o o l s  a n d
d e p a r t m e n t s .  F o r
example,  the  School  of
Music,  the  School  of
Business, and the School
of  Health  Sciences  and
Human  Performance
may  have  specific
events or deadlines that
are  not  listed  on  the
main  ins t i tu t iona l
calendar. Subscribing to
d e p a r t m e n t a l
n e w s l e t t e r s  a n d
following  the  college's
social  media  channels
can  also  help  you  stay
informed  about  any
changes  or  updates  to
the published schedule.

Conclusion:

Mastering
the Calendar
for Academic
Success

I n  conc lus ion ,  the
Academic  Calendar
Ithaca  College  is  far
more than a schedule of
dates.  It  is  a  tool  for
strategic  planning,  a
guide  for  work- l i fe
balance, and a roadmap
for your entire academic
j ou rney .  F rom  the
dynamic start of the fall
s e m e s t e r  a n d  t h e
intensive  opportunities
of the winter session to
t h e  c u l m i n a t i v e
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f
commencement in May,
each  element  of  the
c a l e n d a r  s e r v e s  a
purpose. By familiarizing
y o u r s e l f  w i t h  t h e
semester  structure,  key
deadl ines ,  ho l iday
breaks,  and  unique



sessions,  you  can  take
fu l l  contro l  o f  your
educational  experience
at  Ithaca  College.  Use
this calendar not just to
know  when  you  are  in
class,  but  to  plan  your
career  development,
your  personal  growth,

and  your  time  in  the
beautiful  Finger  Lakes
region.  Mastering  the
academic calendar is the
first step toward making
your  years  at  Ithaca
College  productive,
b a l a n c e d ,  a n d
immensely rewarding.


