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Funny Poems By
Ogden Nash

The Master
of Whimsy:
An
Introductio
n to Funny
Poems By
Ogden
Nash

In the vast and often
ser ious  wor ld  o f
poetry,  few  voices
have dared to be as
consistently,  joyfully,
and intelligently  silly
as  that  of  Frederic

Ogden  Nash.  For
readers  seeking  a
b r e a k  f r o m  t h e
solemnity of  sonnets
or  the complexity  of
free  verse,  funny
poems  by  Ogden
Nash  offer  a  perfect
literary escape.  Born
in 1902, Nash carved
out a unique niche in
American  letters  by
turning the mundane
frustrations  of  daily
life  into  laugh-out-
l o u d  l y r i c a l
masterpieces.  Unlike
poets who sought to
elevate  the  human
s p i r i t  t h r o u g h



profound  reflection,
Nash aimed to tickle
the funny bone while
still  offering  sharp
observations  about
m a r r i a g e ,
parenthood,  animals,
and the absurdities of
modern existence.

What sets Nash apart
from other humorists
is  his  extraordinary
c o m m a n d  o f
language,  or  more
precisely,  his  gleeful
d is regard  for  i ts
rules. His poems are
i n s t a n t l y
recognizable for their
w i l d l y  i r r egu la r
r h y m e s ,
unpredictable  line
lengths, and invented
words that somehow
feel  exactly  right.
When you read funny
poems  by  Ogden
Nash,  you  are  not

jus t  l augh ing  a t
clever  punchlines;
you are witnessing a
master  craftsman
who understood that
sometimes  the  best
way to tell  the truth
is  through  a  well-
constructed joke. This
article  explores  the
life,  unique  style,
recurring  themes,
and  enduring  legacy
of  one  of  America's
greatest comic poets,
showing  you  exactly
w h y  h i s  w o r k
continues  to  delight
readers  near ly  a
century  after  he  first
picked  up  his  pen.

The
Unmistaka
ble Nash
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Style: What
Makes His
Poetry So
Funny

The Art of the
Unexpected
Rhyme

T h e  m o s t
immediately  striking
feature  o f  funny
poems  by  Ogden
Nash is his approach
to rhyme. Traditional
poets  follow  strict
meter  and  rhyme
schemes,  but  Nash
threw  the  rulebook
out  the  window.  He
famously  used  what
c r i t i c s  c a l l
"suspended  rhyme"
or  "pseudo-rhyme."
T h i s  t e c h n i q u e
involves stretching a
rhyme  to  absurd

lengths,  often  by
insert ing  a  long,
r a m b l i n g  l i n e
followed  by  a  short,
punchy  one  that
finally  delivers  the
rhyming  word.  For
example, in his poem
about  the  cow,  he
wrote: "The cow is of
the  bovine  ilk;  One
e n d  i s  m o o ,  t h e
other,  milk."  This
playful  approach  to
s t ruc tu re  keeps
readers on their toes,
never  qu i te  sure
when  the  joke  will
land,  which  makes
the payoff even more
satisfying.

Invented Words
and Delightful
Contortions

Nash was a linguistic
inventor who was not
afraid to bend English



t o  h i s  w i l l .  H e
frequently  created
compound  words,
hyphenated  phrases,
and  ent i re ly  new
terms to fit his rhyme
schemes.  When  he
needed  a  word  that
d id  not  ex is t ,  he
simply made one up.
This  willingness  to
play with language is
a  hal lmark  of  the
best funny poems by
Ogden  Nash .  He
unders tood  that
poetry  is  not  about
following  rules  but
about  creating  joy,
and  his  inventive
vocabulary  adds  an
extra layer of humor.
Readers  delight  not
only in the punchline
but also in the clever,
contorted journey the
language takes to get
there.

Short, Punchy,
and Memorable

While  some  poets
write  lengthy  epics,
Nash  specialized  in
brevity.  Many  of  his
most beloved poems
are only four to eight
l i n e s  l o n g .  T h i s
conciseness is a key
reason  why  funny
poems  by  Ogden
Nash have remained
so popular. They are
easy  to  memorize,
perfect  for  sharing,
and they deliver their
comedic payload with
r e m a r k a b l e
efficiency.  A  Nash
poem rarely wastes a
single  word.  Every
syllable  is  working
toward the punchline,
making  his  work  a
m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
comedic  economy.
This makes his poetry
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accessible to readers
of  a l l  ages ,  f rom
children encountering
h i m  i n  s c h o o l
anthologies to adults
discovering  his  wit
later  in  life.

The Life
Behind the
Laughter:
Who Was
Ogden
Nash?

Understanding  the
m a n  b e h i n d  t h e
poems  adds  a  rich
layer  of  appreciation
for  his  work.  Ogden
Nash  was  born  in
Rye, New York, into a
well-to-do family.  He
attended  Harvard
U n i v e r s i t y  b u t
dropped  out  after  a

year ,  a  fac t  that
might  surprise  those
w h o  a s s u m e  h i s
c lever  wordp lay
came  from  formal
academic  training.
Instead, Nash learned
a b o u t  l i f e  a n d
language  through  a
s e r i e s  o f  j o b s ,
including  teaching,
selling  bonds,  and
w o r k i n g  a s  a n
a d v e r t i s i n g
copywriter.  His  time
in  advertising  was
p a r t i c u l a r l y
f o rmat i ve ,  a s  i t
taught  him  how  to
craft  memorable,
punchy  phrases  that
c o u l d  c a p t u r e
attention  quickly.

Nash's  career  as  a
p o e t  b e g a n  i n
earnest  when  he
submitted  poems  to
T h e  N e w  Y o r k e r



magazine,  which
became  his  primary
p l a t f o r m .  T h e
m a g a z i n e ' s
sophisticated  yet
playful audience was
a  perfect  match  for
h i s  s t y l e .  H e
published  his  first
co l lec t ion ,  Hard
Lines, in 1931, and it
became an enormous
success, proving that
there  was  a  hungry
audience  for  witty,
accessible  poetry.
Throughout  his  life,
Nash wrote over 500
p o e m s ,  m a n y  o f
which  appeared  in
popular  magazines.
He  also  wrote  for
B r o a d w a y ,
collaborating  on  the
musical comedy One
Touch  of  Venus.  His
personal life, marked
by a long and happy
marriage  and  the

r a i s i n g  o f  t w o
daughters,  provided
endless  material  for
his  observations  on
family life, which are
some  of  the  most
endear ing  funny
poems  by  Ogden
Nash.

Recurring
Themes in
Nash's
Humorous
Verse

Domestic Life
and Marriage

One  of  the  richest
veins  Nash  mined
was  the  comedy  of
domestic  l i fe.  He
wrote  extensively
about marriage, often
portraying  it  as  a
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delightful  but  baffling
institution.  His  poem
"To My Valentine" is a
classic example of his
p l a y f u l  t a k e  o n
romance.  He  also
wrote about children,
housekeeping,  and
the small frustrations
of daily cohabitation.
T h e s e  p o e m s
resonate  because
they  reflect  universal
experiences.  Anyone
who  has  ever  been
mar r i ed ,  r a i sed
children, or shared a
home  with  another
person will recognize
the  gentle  truths
hidden  within  his
jokes.  These  funny
poems  by  Ogden
Nash about marriage
are  never  mean-
spirited; instead, they
c e l e b r a t e  t h e
beautiful absurdity of
sharing your life with

someone.

Animals and
Their
Peculiarities

No  d iscuss ion  o f
f u n n y  p o e m s  b y
Ogden Nash would be
complete  without
m e n t i o n i n g  h i s
animal  poems.  Nash
h a d  a  g i f t  f o r
c a p t u r i n g  t h e
essence of an animal
in  a  few witty  lines.
H i s  p o e m  " T h e
Panther"  is  perhaps
h is  most  famous
animal  verse:  "The
panther  i s  l i ke  a
leopard,  Except  it
h a s n ' t  b e e n
peppered. Should you
behold  a  panther
crouch,  Prepare  to
say  Ouch."  Other
memorable examples
include  his  poems



about the camel, the
oyster,  the  flea,  and
the  canary.  These
p o e m s  a r e
deceptively  simple.
They seem like pure
s i l l i n e s s  o n  t h e
surface,  but  they
o f t e n  c o n t a i n
surprisingly  accurate
n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y
o b s e r v a t i o n s
wrapped  in  comedy.
They  teach  children
a b o u t  a n i m a l s
without  ever  feeling
like a lesson.

Human Folly
and Social
Commentary

Beneath  the  humor,
Nash  was  a  sharp
observer  of  human
behavior. Many of his
poems  gently  mock
our  pretensions,  our
anxieties,  and  our

foolish  habits.  He
w r o t e  a b o u t
p r o c r a s t i n a t i o n ,
indecision, the fear of
a g i n g ,  a n d  t h e
absurdities  of  social
et iquette.  These
poems  are  funny
because they hold up
a mirror  to  our  own
behavior.  We  laugh
at the person in the
poem,  but  we  are
really  laughing  at
ourselves.  This  self-
a w a r e  q u a l i t y
e l e v a t e s  f u n n y
poems  by  Ogden
Nash  from  simple
jokes  to  genuine
literature. They make
us  think  while  they
make  us  laugh,  a
combination  that  is
harder  to  achieve
than  it  looks.
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Famous
Examples:
A Closer
Look at
Nash's
Masterpiec
es

"The Centipede"

Th i s  shor t  poem
perfectly  exemplifies
Nash's ability to pack
a  complete  comedic
scenario  into  a  tiny
space:  "I  objurgate
the centipede, A bug
we  do  no t  rea l l y
need.  At  sleepy-time
h e  b e a t s  a  p a t h
S t r a i g h t  t o  t h e
bedroom or the bath.
You  always  wallop
where he's not, Or, if
he  is,  he  makes  a

spot." The poem uses
a sophisticated word
like  "objurgate"  to
create  a  humorous
contrast  with  the
mundane  complaint
about  a  household
pest. This is a classic
e x a m p l e  o f  h o w
f u n n y  p o e m s  b y
Ogden  Nash  elevate
everyday annoyances
i n t o  s o m e t h i n g
delightful.

"The Turtle"

"The turtle lives 'twixt
plated  decks  Which
practically conceal its
sex.  I  think it  clever
of the turtle In such a
fix  to  be  so  fertile."
With  just  four  lines,
Nash  captures  the
turt le 's  physical
s t rangeness ,  i t s
biological  mystery,
and  its  surprising



reproductive success.
The rhyme of "turtle"
and  " fert i le"  is  a
classic  Nash  move,
u s i n g  a  s l i g h t l y
unexpected  word  to
create  a  memorable
punchline. This poem
is  often  among  the
first  funny  poems  by
Ogden  Nash  that
people  encounter,
and  i t  rema ins  a
favorite for its perfect
efficiency.

"Adventures of
Isabel"

This longer narrative
poem tells  the story
of a fearless little girl
who  encounters  a
series  of  terrifying
monsters, including a
bear, a witch, a giant,
and  a  doctor.  Each
time,  Isabel  calmly
d e f e a t s  h e r

adversary  through
c l e v e r n e s s  a n d
courage. The poem is
a  joy  to  read aloud,
with its rolling rhythm
a n d  s a t i s f y i n g
r e p e t i t i o n .  I t
showcases  Nash's
ability  to  write  for
chi ldren  without
talking down to them,
a n d  i t  c o n t a i n s
valuable  lessons
about  facing  fears
with wit and bravery.
This  poem  proves
that funny poems by
Ogden  Nash  can  be
both entertaining and
empowering.

The
Enduring
Legacy:
Why We



Funny Poems By Ogden Nash

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by
Marquez & Page • Books are a uniquely portable

magic. • Page 11

Still Read
Nash Today

Influence on
Modern Humor

The  influence  of
Ogden  Nash  can  be
seen  in  countless
modern  humorists.
Writers  like  James
Thurber,  Dorothy
Parker,  and  more
recent  comic  poets
like  Jack  Prelutsky
and  Shel  Silverstein
a l l  owe  a  debt  to
Nash's  pioneering
style. His approach to
l a n g u a g e ,  h i s
willingness to be silly,
and his focus on the
e v e r y d a y  h a v e
become  staples  of
Amer i can  comic
writing.  The  DNA  of
f u n n y  p o e m s  b y
Ogden  Nash  can  be

found  in  everything
from  greeting  card
verses  to  television
comedy  writing.  He
helped  legitimize
humor  as  a  serious
literary pursuit.

Timelessness of
His
Observations

O n e  o f  t h e
remarkable  things
about Nash's work is
how  fresh  it  feels
decades after  it  was
w r i t t e n .  W h i l e
t e c h n o l o g y  a n d
society have changed
dramatically,  the
fundamental  human
experiences he wrote
abou t  have  no t .
P e o p l e  s t i l l  g e t
annoyed  by  bugs,
confused  by  their
spouses, and amused
by their pets. Parents



still struggle with the
challenges  of  raising
c h i l d r e n ,  a n d
e v e r y o n e  s t i l l
procrastinates  on
tasks  they  find
unpleasant.  Because
f u n n y  p o e m s  b y
Ogden Nash focus on
t h e s e  t i m e l e s s
human  constants,
they  do  no t  f ee l
d a t e d .  A  p o e m
written in 1935 about
the  difficulty  of
getting out of bed on
a cold morning is just
as relevant today as
it was then.

Accessibility
and Joy of
Reading Aloud

Finally, Nash's poetry
endures because it is
such  a  pleasure  to
read  a l oud .  The
r h y m e s  a r e

s a t i s f y i n g ,  t h e
rhythms are bouncy,
and  the  punchlines
are  perfectly  timed.
This makes his work
ideal  for  bedtime
reading,  classroom
performances,  or
s imply  shar ing  a
laugh with a friend. In
an  age  of  screens
a n d  d i g i t a l
distract ions,  the
simple act of reading
a  funny  poem  out
loud  has  a  special
charm. Funny poems
by Ogden Nash invite
us to slow down, play
with  language,  and
share  a  moment  of
g e n u i n e ,
uncomplicated  joy.
This  is  perhaps  the
greatest legacy of all:
the  ability  to  make
people laugh, even a
hundred  years  after
the  words  were  first
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put  to  paper.

A Practical
Guide: How
to Enjoy
and Share
Nash's
Poetry

Read aloud
with
expression:
Nash's poems
are meant to
be heard. The
rhythm and
rhyme come
alive when
spoken, and
the punchlines
land harder.
Start with the
favorites:
Begin with
famous poems
like "The

Panther," "The
Centipede,"
"The Turtle,"
and
"Adventures of
Isabel" to get a
feel for his
style.
Share with
children:
Nash's animal
poems are
excellent
introductions to
poetry for
young readers.
They are short,
funny, and
easy to
memorize.
Look for
collections:
Many
anthologies
collect the best
funny poems
by Ogden
Nash. Selected
Poetry of



Ogden Nash is
a great starting
point for new
readers.
Use them for
special
occasions:
Nash wrote
poems about
holidays,
birthdays, and
other events. A
Nash poem can
be a unique
and thoughtful
addition to a
greeting card
or a toast.

Conclusion:
The
Laughter
That Lasts

In  a  literary  world
that often takes itself
too  seriously,  Ogden

N a s h  r e m a i n s  a
refreshing  antidote.
His funny poems are
not  just  jokes  on
p a p e r ;  t h e y  a r e
careful ly  crafted
works  of  art  that
demonstrate  a  deep
love for language and
a  p r o f o u n d
understanding  of
human  nature.  He
reminded  us  that
poetry does not have
to  be  solemn  to  be
meaningful,  and that
laughter is a perfectly
valid response to the
complexities  of  life.
Whether  you  are
encountering him for
the  first  time  or
returning  to  an  old
favorite, the world of
Ogden Nash is one of
playful  language,
sharp  observation,
and unending delight.
The  next  time  you
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need a smile, a quick
laugh, or a reminder
not  to  take  life  too
seriously, dip into the
wonderful  world  of
f u n n y  p o e m s  b y
Ogden Nash. You will
come away richer for

the  experience,  and
y o u  w i l l  a l m o s t
certainly find yourself
repeating  a  line  or
t w o  f o r  d a y s
afterward. That is the
magic of a truly great
comic poet.


