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Janette Oke Love Comes Softly
Series

A Journey of Faith, Love, and the Frontier:
Exploring the Janette Oke Love Comes Softly
Series

For decades, readers seeking heartwarming stories of faith, family, and the rugged
beauty of the American frontier have found a cherished companion in the Janette Oke
Love Comes Softly series. This beloved collection of novels has sold millions of copies
worldwide,  captivating  audiences  with  its  gentle  storytelling,  deeply  relatable
characters, and unwavering message of hope. More than just a series of romance
novels, the Janette Oke Love Comes Softly series offers a profound exploration of love
in its many forms—romantic love, familial love, and the enduring love of God. It is a
literary journey that has shaped the Christian fiction genre and continues to resonate
with new generations of readers.

The series begins with the iconic novel Love Comes Softly, published in 1979. At a
time  when  the  Christian  fiction  market  was  still  finding  its  footing,  Janette  Oke
introduced a narrative that was both spiritually grounded and universally appealing.
The book, and the subsequent series, did not preach; it simply lived its faith through
the actions and quiet reflections of its characters. This authenticity is the cornerstone
of the series' lasting appeal. Whether you are a longtime fan or a newcomer curious
about this literary phenomenon, the Janette Oke Love Comes Softly series offers a rich
tapestry of human experience set against the backdrop of the 19th-century prairie.

The Author: Janette Oke and Her Literary
Legacy

To truly appreciate the Janette Oke Love Comes Softly series, one must understand
the woman behind the pen. Janette Oke, born in 1935 in Champion, Alberta, Canada,
grew up with a deep appreciation for the prairies and a strong Christian faith. Before
she  became a  household  name in  inspirational  fiction,  she  was  a  wife,  mother,  and
homemaker. Her writing career began almost by accident when she decided to write
the kind of story she wanted to read—one that was clean, uplifting, and centered on
Christian values without being overly didactic.

Oke's background is crucial to the series' authenticity. She understood the rhythms of
rural life, the challenges of weather and isolation, and the importance of community.
Her characters are not larger-than-life heroes but everyday people grappling with
grief, doubt, joy, and the simple pleasures of a hard-earned harvest. The Janette Oke



Love Comes Softly series was groundbreaking because it proved that stories of faith
could be commercially successful and critically beloved. Oke has since written over 75
books, but the Love Comes Softly series remains her most iconic achievement, laying
the groundwork for a new wave of Christian romance and historical fiction.

An Overview of the Janette Oke Love Comes
Softly Series

The series is composed of eight books, tracing the lives of two core families: the
Davises and the LaHaye's. While later generations and spin-offs exist, the core Janette
Oke Love Comes Softly series tells a complete, multi-generational saga. The books
can be read as a cohesive narrative,  but each novel also stands alone, allowing
readers to dip in and out of the world Oke created. Here is an overview of the primary
titles in order of publication and chronological story:

Love Comes Softly (1979): The story of Marty Claridge, a young widow who
enters a marriage of convenience with a widower, Clark Davis, to survive the
harsh prairie winter.
Love's Enduring Promise (1980): Continues the story of Marty and Clark as
they build their life together, facing new challenges and joys as a blended
family.
Love's Long Journey (1981): Follows their daughter, Missie, as she marries
and moves west, facing the immense challenges of the frontier.
Love's Abiding Joy (1982): Continues Missie and Willie's story, exploring their
life as homesteaders and the deep faith that sustains them.
Love's Unending Legacy (1983): Shifts focus to a new generation, exploring
family dynamics and the complexities of passing on faith and values.
Love's Unfolding Dream (1984): The story of Missie's daughter, Belinda, as
she comes of age and discovers her own path.
Love's Takes Wing (1985): Follows Belinda as she leaves home to work as a
teacher and later a nurse, facing ethical and personal dilemmas.
Love's Finds a Home (1986): The conclusion of the original series, where
Belinda must make crucial decisions about her future, her faith, and her heart.

The Heart of the Series: Core Characters

At the center of the Janette Oke Love Comes Softly series is the remarkable character
of Marty Claridge Davis. Her journey from a grief-stricken young widow to a strong,
loving matriarch is the emotional anchor of the early books. Marty is not a perfect
heroine; she is stubborn, sometimes judgmental, and deeply human. This makes her
growth throughout the series so compelling. Her relationship with Clark Davis, a kind
and  patient  man  of  faith,  forms  the  bedrock  of  the  story.  Their  marriage  of
convenience slowly  blossoms into  a  deep,  abiding love,  setting the standard for
romantic storytelling in the inspirational genre.

Beyond Marty and Clark, the series introduces a wealth of memorable characters.
Missie, their daughter, is a spirited and determined young woman whose own journey
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into marriage and motherhood is a central focus. Willie LaHaye, Missie's husband, is a
man of few words but immense strength and devotion. The later books introduce
Belinda, a character who embodies the changing times and the new challenges faced
by the next generation. Each character in the Janette Oke Love Comes Softly series is
carefully  drawn,  with  distinct  personalities,  flaws,  and  strengths,  making  them  feel
like  old  friends  to  the  reader.

Enduring Themes in the Love Comes Softly
Series

What elevates the Janette Oke Love Comes Softly  series above typical  historical
romance is its deep, thematic richness. While the books are undeniably romantic,
they explore weighty subjects with grace and sensitivity. Several key themes recur
throughout the series, giving it a profound emotional and spiritual depth.

Faith and Providence

Faith is not just an add-on in these novels; it is the lens through which all events are
viewed.  The  characters  constantly  turn  to  prayer,  scripture,  and  their  church
community for guidance. However, Oke is careful not to make faith seem simplistic.
Her characters doubt, struggle, and question God's plan, especially in the face of
tragedy. The Janette Oke Love Comes Softly series shows a living, breathing faith that
is  tested  by  the  harsh  realities  of  life  on  the  frontier.  The  concept  of  divine
providence—that God is working through even the most difficult circumstances—is a
gentle, recurring message that provides comfort without being preachy.

Love and Sacrifice

Love in this series is not merely a feeling; it is an action. Marty and Clark's initial
marriage is a sacrifice—both give up their independence for the sake of survival and
the well-being of a child. This theme of sacrificial love echoes throughout the series.
Characters regularly put the needs of others before their own, whether it is a parent
sacrificing for a child, a spouse supporting a partner through illness, or a community
member helping a neighbor. The Janette Oke Love Comes Softly series defines love as
commitment,  patience,  and  selflessness,  offering  a  powerful  counterpoint  to  more
modern,  individualistic  definitions  of  romance.

Family and Community

The frontier  was  not  a  place  where  people  could  thrive  in  isolation.  The  series
beautifully  illustrates  the  importance  of  family,  both  biological  and  chosen.  The
blended family  of  the  Davises  is  a  central  feature,  showing  the  challenges  and
rewards of building a new family after loss. Furthermore, the community—neighbors,
church members, and friends—acts as a crucial support system. The Janette Oke Love
Comes Softly series is a testament to the idea that we are stronger together, and that
community is a gift from God. The social dances, barn raisings, and Sunday services
are not just background details; they are the vital threads that weave the fabric of



frontier life.

Grief and Healing

The series does not shy away from pain. It opens with Marty's profound grief over her
first  husband's  death.  Throughout  the  books,  characters  face  the  loss  of  parents,
spouses, and even children. Oke handles these moments with remarkable sensitivity,
allowing her characters to grieve deeply while also showing the slow, often painful
process  of  healing.  The  Janette  Oke  Love  Comes  Softly  series  offers  a  realistic
portrayal of sorrow and the comforting role that faith and community play in the
journey toward hope and new joy.

The Cultural Impact and Adaptations

The  influence  of  the  Janette  Oke  Love  Comes  Softly  series  extends  far  beyond  the
printed page. The books have sold over 10 million copies collectively, making them a
cornerstone of the Christian publishing industry. They helped to legitimize Christian
fiction as a genre with mainstream appeal,  paving the way for authors like Francine
Rivers, Karen Kingsbury, and many others.

Perhaps the most visible impact of the series came in the form of television. In 2003,
Love Comes Softly was adapted into a television movie by the Hallmark Channel.
Starring  Katherine  Heigl  as  Marty  and  Dale  Midkiff  as  Clark,  the  film was  a  massive
success, becoming one of the highest-rated original movies on the network at the
time.  This  success led to a series  of  sequels,  including Love's  Enduring Promise
(2004),  Love's  Long  Journey  (2005),  Love's  Abiding  Joy  (2006),  Love's  Unending
Legacy (2007), and Love's Unfolding Dream (2008). While the filmed adaptations took
creative liberties with the plots, they captured the spirit  of the Janette Oke Love
Comes Softly series and introduced the stories to a vast new audience. The films are
still beloved by fans and are often cited as quintessential examples of wholesome,
family-friendly entertainment.

Why the Series Endures: A Legacy of Gentle
Storytelling

In an age of  fast-paced thrillers and complex,  morally ambiguous narratives,  the
enduring popularity of the Janette Oke Love Comes Softly series might seem like an
anomaly. Yet, its appeal is precisely its gentleness. In a world that is often harsh and
confusing, these books offer a sanctuary of calm, decency, and hope. Readers return
to  them  again  and  again,  finding  comfort  in  familiar  characters  and  the  reassuring
message that love and faith can overcome any obstacle.

The series also offers a form of nostalgia, not just for a fictionalized past, but for a set
of values that many people hold dear: hard work, integrity, kindness, and unwavering
faith. The Janette Oke Love Comes Softly series does not pretend that life is easy, but
it insists that life is good and that it is worth living with courage and grace. For new
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readers,  the  books  offer  a  chance  to  step  back  in  time  and  experience  a  simpler,
though not easier, world. For long-time fans, they are like a warm embrace from an
old friend.

A Guide for New Readers: Where to Start

If you are new to the Janette Oke Love Comes Softly series, the best place to
start is at the very beginning with Love Comes Softly. It sets the tone for everything
that  follows  and  introduces  the  foundational  characters.  You  can  then  proceed
through the original eight books in publication order for a seamless multi-generational
saga. Many readers also enjoy the related companion series,  such as the Prairie
Legacy series and the Song of Acadia series (co-written with T. Davis Bunn), which
expand on the world Oke created. For a complete experience, pairing the books with
the Hallmark movies can be a delightful way to see the characters brought to life,
though  it  is  important  to  approach  the  films  as  artistic  interpretations  rather  than
direct  adaptations.

Conclusion: A Timeless Invitation

The Janette Oke Love Comes Softly series is more than just a collection of books; it is
a cultural touchstone that has brought comfort, joy, and inspiration to millions. Its
gentle exploration of faith, family, and love on the American frontier has earned it a
permanent place in the hearts of readers around the world. Janette Oke created a
world where goodness is


