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How To Transfer Music
From Iphone To Computer

Introduction:
Taking Control
of Your Music
Library

Your  iPhone  holds  a
c a r e f u l l y  c u r a t e d
soundtrack to  your  life.
From  the  playlist  that
powered your  last  road
trip  to  the  album  that
soundtracked  a  lazy
Sunday  afternoon,  your
music  co l lect ion  is
deeply  personal.  But
what  happens  when
your device runs out of
storage,  or  you  simply
want  to  back  up  those
cherished tracks on your

computer? Knowing how
to  transfer  music
f r o m  i P h o n e  t o
c o m p u t e r  i s  a n
essential skill that gives
you ownership over your
digital  library.  Many
people  assume  this
process  is  complicated,
b u t  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t
guidance,  it  becomes a
straightforward  task.
Whether  you  a re  a
lifelong  Apple  user  or
s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s
recently switched to an
iPhone,  this  guide  will
w a l k  y o u  t h r o u g h
m u l t i p l e  r e l i a b l e
methods  t o  sa fe l y
migrate  your  music  to
your PC or Mac.



This  article  explores
proven  techniques  that
work  for  both  Windows
a n d  m a c O S
environments.  We  will
cover  everything  from
native  Apple  tools  to
versatile  third-party
applications,  ensuring
that  you  find  a  solution
that  matches  your
technical  comfort  level.
By  the  end,  you  wil l
have a clear, actionable
plan  for  safeguarding
your  music  collection
and freeing up valuable
iPhone storage.

Why You Should
Transfer Music
From iPhone to
Computer

Before  diving  into  the
step-by-step methods, it
helps to understand the
real  value  of  moving

your  music  off  your
device. Many users only
think about this process
w h e n  t h e y  s e e  a
"Storage  Almost  Full"
notification.  However,
t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l
compelling  reasons  to
make  this  a  regular
habit.

Free Up Storage
Space

Music  files,  especially
high-quality  lossless
tracks,  can  consume  a
significant  amount  of
space  on  your  iPhone.
By transferring music to
your computer, you can
remove  local  copies
from your  device  while
s t i l l  keep ing  them
accessible  for  future
s y n c s .  T h i s  i s
particularly useful if you
frequently stream music
but  have  a  few  offline
albums  you  treasure.



How To Transfer Music From Iphone To
Computer

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Jaxson &
Quinn • The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single

page. • Page 3

Create a Secure
Backup

Your iPhone is a portable
device,  which  makes  it
vulnerable to loss, theft,
or damage. A computer
is  often  a  more  stable
storage environment for
archiving  your  library.
Maintaining a backup on
your PC or Mac ensures
that  you  never  lose
years  of  purchased
songs,  downloaded
playlists, or rare imports.

Easier Library
Management

Managing  playl ists,
correcting  metadata,
and  organizing  album
art is much easier on a
computer  with  a  full
keyboard  and  mouse.
Once  your  music  is  on
your computer, you can
edit tags, create smarter
playlists,  and  combine

tracks  from  multiple
sources  without  the
limitations  of  a  mobile
interface.

Method 1: Using
Windows File
Explorer or
macOS Finder

For  many  users,  the
simplest way to transfer
music is by treating the
iPhone  like  an  external
dr ive.  Th is  method
works  well  for  moving
individual  tracks  or
entire  playlists  without
needing to  install  extra
software.  However,  it
requires  that  you  have
previously  synced  your
music  using  iTunes  or
Finder.

Step-by-Step for



Windows Users

Connect your1.
iPhone to your
Windows
computer using a
USB cable.
Unlock your2.
iPhone and tap
"Trust This
Computer" when
prompted. Enter
your passcode to
confirm.
Open File3.
Explorer and
locate your iPhone
under "This PC" or
"Devices and
Drives."
Double-click on4.
the device icon,
then navigate to
Internal Storage
> DCIM > Apple
(or a similarly
named folder).
While DCIM is
primarily for
photos, music may

appear here if it
was synced via
specific settings.
For music5.
specifically, you
can also access
the Music folder
under your
iPhone's internal
storage if it
appears. If not,
you may need to
rely on other
methods for full
library transfer.
Copy the desired6.
music files and
paste them into a
folder on your
hard drive.

Step-by-Step for
Mac Users (macOS
Catalina and later)

Connect your1.
iPhone to your
Mac using a USB
cable.
Unlock the iPhone2.



How To Transfer Music From Iphone To
Computer

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Jaxson &
Quinn • The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single

page. • Page 5

and tap "Trust This
Computer."
Open a Finder3.
window. Your
iPhone will appear
under "Locations"
in the sidebar.
Select your4.
iPhone, then click
the Music tab at
the top of the
Finder window.
If you have opted5.
to manually
manage music,
you can drag and
drop songs from
your iPhone to a
folder on your
Mac. Otherwise,
you may need to
sync via the built-
in sync options.
Files can be6.
copied directly if
the device is set to
appear as an
external disk in
Finder
preferences.

Note:  Th is  method
works best for manually
transferred  files.  Songs
purchased  from  iTunes
o r  s y n c e d  f r o m  a
different library may not
appear as individual files
accessible  via  file
brows ing .  In  those
cases, consider the next
methods.

Method 2: Using
iTunes or the
Apple Music App

For users who prefer to
stay  within  the  Apple
ecosystem,  iTunes  (on
o lder  Windows  and
macOS versions) or the
Apple  Music  app  (on
modern  Macs)  provides
a robust way to transfer
music.  This approach is
ideal  for  managing
purchased  content  and
syncing entire playlists.



Transferring
Purchased Music

If  you  have  purchased
songs  from  the  iTunes
Store, you can download
them  directly  to  your
compute r  w i t hou t
needing  to  physically
transfer  files  from  your
iPhone.

On a Mac with
Apple Music:
Open the Music
app, sign in with
your Apple ID, and
go to Account >
Purchased. From
there, you can
download all your
previous
purchases.
On Windows
with iTunes:
Open iTunes, sign
in, and navigate to
Account >
Purchased. Select
the music you

want to download
and click
"Download."

Syncing an Entire
Library

Connect your1.
iPhone to your
computer and
trust the
connection.
Open iTunes or2.
the Music app and
select your device
icon.
Click on Music in3.
the settings
sidebar.
Check the box that4.
says "Sync Music"
and choose
whether to sync
entire playlists or
selected artists
and albums.
Click Apply or5.
Sync to transfer
the selected music
to your computer.



How To Transfer Music From Iphone To
Computer

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Jaxson &
Quinn • The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single

page. • Page 7

Important: This method
will  sync  music  from
your  computer  to  your
iPhone  or  vice  versa,
depending  on  your
sett ings.  I t  i s  most
reliable when you want
to  consolidate  a  library
that  already  exists  on
your computer.

Method 3:
Leveraging
Third-Party
Software

When  native  tools  fall
short,  dedicated  third-
party  applications  offer
the  most  flexibility.
These tools are designed
specifically  for  iPhone to
computer  file  transfers
and  often  support  a
wider  range  of  file
formats  and  transfer
directions.  They  are
particularly useful if you

have a mixed library of
purchased,  imported,
and  streamed  offline
music.

Top Third-Party
Tools to Consider

iMazing: A
versatile tool that
allows you to
browse your
iPhone's file
system, export
music to folders,
and even transfer
music back to your
device. It supports
music, playlists,
and metadata
preservation.
Sharepod: A
lightweight
application that
automatically
scans your iPhone
for music and lets
you copy files to
your PC or Mac
with a single click.



It is especially
popular among
Windows users.
CopyTrans: A
Windows-only tool
that integrates
with iTunes and
allows you to
manage and
transfer music
without erasing
existing content
on your iPhone.
WALTR: A drag-
and-drop solution
that supports a
wide range of
audio and video
formats. It is
excellent for
transferring non-
standard music
files to and from
your iPhone.

How to Use
iMazing (Example)

Download and1.
install iMazing on

your computer.
Connect your
iPhone via USB or
Wi-Fi.
Launch the2.
software and trust
the device
connection on
both your iPhone
and computer.
Select your iPhone3.
from the main
interface, then
click on Music in
the sidebar.
Browse through4.
your library. You
can select
individual songs,
albums, or entire
playlists.
Choose Export to5.
Folder or Copy to
iTunes,
depending on your
preference. The
files will be saved
to your chosen
destination with
their original



How To Transfer Music From Iphone To
Computer

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Jaxson &
Quinn • The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single

page. • Page 9

metadata intact.

Third-party  tools  often
come with free trials or a
one-time  purchase  fee,
but they provide a level
of  control  that  native
software  cannot  match.

Method 4: Cloud
Services as a
Wireless
Alternative

If you prefer a cable-free
exper ience ,  c l oud
services  offer  a
convenient way to move
music between devices.
This method works well
for  smaller  libraries  or
individual  tracks,  but  it
d e p e n d s  o n  y o u r
internet  speed  and
storage  l imits.

Using iCloud Music
Library

Apple's  iCloud  Music
Library  (part  of  Apple
Music  or  iTunes  Match)
syncs your music across
a l l  dev i ces .  I f  you
subscr ibe  to  Apple
Music,  your  library  is
automatically  available
on  your  computer .
However, this is a sync
service,  not  a  direct
transfer. It ensures that
songs are accessible but
does  not  necessarily
download  the  original
files  to  your  computer.

Enable Sync
Library on your
iPhone under
Settings > Music.
On your Mac, open
the Music app and
go to Preferences
> General and
enable Sync
Library.



Your music will
appear on your
computer as long
as you are signed
into the same
Apple ID.

Using Dropbox,
Google Drive, or
OneDrive

For  a  more  hands-on
approach ,  you  can
upload  music  files  from
your  iPhone to  a  cloud
storage  app  and  then
download them on your
computer.

Install a cloud1.
storage app (e.g.,
Google Drive) on
your iPhone.
Open the app and2.
tap the + icon to
upload files.
Navigate to your
music library and
select songs.
Wait for the3.

upload to
complete. This
may take time
depending on file
size and network
speed.
On your computer,4.
log into the same
cloud service and
download the files
to a local folder.

Tip:  For  large libraries,
consider using a desktop
cl ient  for  the  c loud
service  to  automate
syncing.

Method 5: Using
AirDrop for Mac
Users

I f  y o u  o w n  a  M a c ,
A i rDrop  prov ides  a
seamless  w i re less
transfer  method  for
individual  tracks.  While
it  is  not  practical  for
moving an entire library,
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i t  i s  e x c e l l e n t  f o r
transferring a few songs
quickly.

Ensure both your1.
iPhone and Mac
have Wi-Fi and
Bluetooth enabled,
and that they are
within 30 feet of
each other.
On your iPhone,2.
open the Music
app and find the
song you want to
transfer.
Tap the three-dot3.
menu next to the
track and select
Share.
Choose the4.
AirDrop option and
select your Mac
from the list.
On your Mac,5.
choose to save the
file to your
Downloads or
Music folder.

AirDrop  transfers  music

in  its  original  format,
making  it  a  clean  and
quick solution for a few
tracks at a time.

Organizing Your
Music After
Transfer

How to transfer music
f r o m  i P h o n e  t o
computer  is  only  half
the  story.  Once  your
files  are  safely  on  your
hard drive, taking a few
moments  to  organize
them  wi l l  save  you
headaches  later.  Here
are some best practices:

Create a
dedicated music
folder: Use a
clear naming
convention like
"Music Archive
2024" to keep
things tidy.
Check and edit



metadata: Use
tools like
MusicBrainz Picard
or the built-in tag
editor in iTunes to
correct song titles,
artist names, and
album art.
Back up your
music folder:

Consider copying
the entire folder to
an external hard
drive or cloud
backup service for
redundancy.
Remove
duplicates: Use
duplicate finder
software to clean


