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Unlocking Success: Your Guide to
the Postal Exam 718 Practice Test

Landing a career with the United States Postal Service
(USPS) is a dream for many. It offers stability,
competitive pay, and a clear path for advancement.
However, before you can step into that uniform, you must
first conquer the USPS hiring process. For roles such as
Mail Processing Clerk, the Postal Exam 718 is your
gateway. Navigating this assessment can feel daunting,
but the right preparation makes all the difference. This is
where the Postal Exam 718 Practice Test becomes an
indispensable tool. By simulating the real exam
environment, practice tests help you build confidence,
identify weak areas, and master the time constraints. In
this guide, we will explore everything you need to know
about the Postal Exam 718, why practice tests are
crucial, and how to use them effectively to secure your
USPS position.

What is the Postal Exam 718?

The Postal Exam 718, also known as the Mail Processing

Clerical Exam, is a pre-employment test for positions like
Mail Processing Clerk (MPC) or Mail Handler. Unlike the
older exams that assessed broader clerical skills, Exam
718 focuses specifically on the core competencies needed
for mail processing operations. The test is designed to
evaluate your ability to correctly sort, route, and process
mail in a fast-paced environment. It comprises several
sections that measure cognitive abilities, accuracy, and
speed. Understanding what the exam entails is the first
step toward effective preparation.

Key Components of the Postal Exam 718

To prepare effectively, you need to know what to expect.
The Postal Exam 718 typically includes four main
sections:

1. Address Checking: This section presents two sets
of addresses. Your task is to determine if they
match exactly. This assesses attention to detail and
your ability to spot discrepancies in spelling,
number sequences, and abbreviations.

2. Forms Completion: You will be given a list of
commonly used USPS forms and a scenario
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requiring you to fill in certain fields. This tests your
familiarity with postal documentation and your
ability to follow instructions precisely.

3. Coding and Memory: In this part, you must match
a series of ZIP Codes to their corresponding
delivery points or carrier routes. It requires rapid
mental processing and recall of given codes.

4. Personal Characteristics Inventory (PCI): This
is not a cognitive test but a personality assessment.
It gathers information about your work style,
reliability, and how you handle stress. There are no
right or wrong answers, but consistency and
honesty are key.

Each section is timed, and you must work quickly and
accurately. The Postal Exam 718 Practice Test replicates
these components, giving you a realistic preview of what
test day will feel like.

Why Use a Postal Exam 718 Practice Test?

The value of a practice test cannot be overstated. Here’s
why incorporating a Postal Exam 718 Practice Test
into your study plan is a game-changing strategy:

e Understand the Format: Many test-takers fail
simply because they are unfamiliar with the
question types. A practice test familiarizes you with
the layout, instructions, and timing of each section,
reducing anxiety on the actual day.

e Identify Weaknesses: After taking a practice test,

you can analyze your performance. Are you
struggling with address checking? Are you running
out of time on the coding section? Pinpointing
specific weaknesses allows you to focus your study
time where it matters most.

 Improve Time Management: The Postal Exam
718 is notoriously time-pressured. Practice tests
teach you to pace yourself, allocate seconds per
question, and avoid getting stuck on difficult items.
They build the mental stamina required to maintain
accuracy under pressure.

e Build Confidence: Repeated exposure to the exam
structure reduces fear of the unknown. Each
completed practice test reinforces your skills and
proves to yourself that you can succeed. Confidence
is a powerful asset on test day.

o Familiarize with Scoring Criteria: Knowing how
the test is scored helps you prioritize accuracy over
speed, or vice versa for certain sections. Some parts
penalize incorrect answers, while others only count
correct ones. A good practice test simulates these
scoring rules.

How to Effectively Use a Postal Exam 718
Practice Test

Simply taking one practice test is not enough. To
maximize your preparation, follow this systematic
approach:
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1. Take a Diagnostic Test First

Start by taking a full-length Postal Exam 718 Practice
Test without any preparation. This establishes your
baseline score. Note how you performed in each section
and which areas felt most challenging. This diagnostic
step is essential for creating a targeted study plan.

2. Focus on Weak Sections

After your diagnostic, dedicate study time to your
weakest areas. For example, if address checking gave
you trouble, practice spotting differences in addresses
using online drills or flashcards. If the coding section was
slow, practice memorizing ZIP Code patterns. Use
section-specific practice materials in addition to full
tests.

3. Simulate Real Test Conditions

Once you feel more comfortable, take another practice
test under strict exam conditions. Set a timer, eliminate
distractions, and do not pause. This trains your brain to
handle the pressure. After the test, review every mistake
thoroughly. Understand why the correct answer is right
and why you chose wrong.

4. Repeat and Track Progress

Take additional practice tests at regular intervals. Track
your scores over time to see improvement. If your scores
plateau, revisit your strategies. Perhaps you need to work

on speed, or maybe you are overthinking simple
questions. Use each practice test as a learning tool, not
just a performance metric.

5. Include the Personal Characteristics Inventory

Don't neglect the PCI section. While there are no
"correct" answers, you should practice answering
honestly but strategically. Some practice tests include a
PCI simulation. Use it to ensure you are consistent and
aware of how your responses might be interpreted. A
genuine, stable personality profile is what USPS looks
for.

Sample Practice Test Questions for Postal
Exam 718

To give you a taste of what a Postal Exam 718 Practice
Test includes, here are some example questions from the
various sections:

Address Checking Example:

(1) 1234 Maple Ave, Apt 5B, Springfield, IL 62704
(2) 1234 Maple Ave, Apt 5B, Springfield, IL 62704
Do these addresses match? (Yes/No)

Answer: Yes

Address Checking Example:

(1) 456 Oak Street, Suite 300, Portland, OR 97123
(2) 456 Oak Street, Suite 300, Portland, OR 97223
Do these addresses match? (Yes/No)
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Answer: No (ZIP Code differs)

Forms Completion Example:

You are given a package to send using PS Form 3811
(Domestic Return Receipt). The recipient's address is:
Mr. John Doe, 789 Pine Rd, Apt 12, Chicago, IL 60601.
Where would you enter the recipient's name?

a) Section A - Sender Information

b) Section B - Recipient Information

c) Section C - Additional Services

Answer: b

Coding and Memory Example:

You are shown a list of three-digit codes: 112, 234, 345.
Then you are asked: Which code corresponds to route A?
The reference sheet shows: Route A = 234. Answer: 234.

Practicing with questions like these sharpens your
reflexes and accuracy. A comprehensive Postal Exam 718
Practice Test includes dozens of such items across each
section.

Additional Tips for Acing the Postal Exam
718

Beyond using practice tests, incorporate these study
strategies to boost your performance:

e Read the Instructions Carefully: Each section of
the actual exam has specific instructions. Practice
tests help you get used to reading them quickly. On

test day, do not skip instructions even if you think
you know them.

¢ Use Process of Elimination: For multiple-choice
questions, eliminate obviously wrong answers first.
This increases your odds even if you are unsure.

e Don't Dwell on Hard Questions: Time is limited.
If a question stumps you, mark an answer (if
guessing is allowed) or skip it and return later. Most
practice tests teach you this pacing skill.

e Maintain Your Health: Prepare physically as well.
Get a good night's sleep, eat a nutritious meal
before the exam, and stay hydrated. Your cognitive
performance depends on your overall well-being.

e Join Study Groups or Forums: Online
communities of USPS applicants often share tips
and practice resources. Engaging with others can
provide motivation and new strategies.

Where to Find Reliable Postal Exam 718
Practice Tests

Not all practice tests are created equal. When searching
for a Postal Exam 718 Practice Test, look for those that
are specifically designed for the current version of the
exam. The USPS occasionally updates its tests, so
outdated materials could mislead you. Reliable sources
include:

e Official USPS Website: Check for any practice
materials or guides provided by the USPS
themselves. Though rare, they sometimes offer
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sample questions.

* Reputable Test Prep Companies: Brands like
JobTestPrep, Mometrix, and Kaplan often offer
comprehensive practice tests for postal exams.
Read reviews to ensure the test matches the real
exam format.

¢ Online Forums and Reddit: Subreddits like
r/USPS and r/FederalEmployees sometimes share
practice resources or insights. However, verify the
accuracy.

¢ Local Library Resources: Some libraries provide
access to test prep databases like LearningExpress
Library, which includes postal exam practice tests.

When you find a good practice test, ensure it includes
answer explanations. Understanding why you got a
question wrong is more valuable than simply knowing the
correct answer.

Conclusion

Passing the Postal Exam 718 is a critical step toward a
rewarding career with the United States Postal Service.
The key to unlocking your potential lies in consistent,
targeted preparation. A high-quality Postal Exam 718
Practice Test is your most effective study companion. It
demystifies the exam structure, hones your time
management, and reveals your strengths and
weaknesses. By following a disciplined practice
routine—starting with a diagnostic test, focusing on weak
areas, simulating real conditions, and tracking
progress—you can approach the exam with clarity and
confidence. Remember, the goal is not just to pass, but to
achieve a high score that makes you a competitive
candidate. Dedicate yourself to thorough preparation,
and you will be well on your way to donning the USPS
blue uniform. Good luck!
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