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Introduction: Understanding
the Path to a Rewarding
Career with DSNY

For many New Yorkers, a career with the New York City
Department of Sanitation (DSNY) represents more than
just a job—it is a gateway to stability, excellent benefits,
and a respected public service role. At the heart of this
opportunity lies a critical milestone: the New York
Sanitation Test. This examination is the first major step
for thousands of aspiring sanitation workers each year,
and understanding its nuances can make the difference
between a passing score and a missed opportunity.
Whether you are a lifelong resident of the five boroughs
or a recent transplant looking for a solid career,
navigating the New York Sanitation Test requires careful
preparation, a clear understanding of the requirements,
and a strategic approach. This comprehensive guide will
walk you through everything you need to know, from
eligibility and application procedures to the test structure
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By the end, you will have a clear roadmap to approaching
this competitive yet attainable examination with
confidence.

What Exactly Is the New York
Sanitation Test?

The New York Sanitation Test is a civil service
examination administered by the New York City
Department of Citywide Administrative Services
(DCAS) on behalf of the Department of Sanitation. It is
designed to assess the skills, knowledge, and aptitudes
necessary for the role of a sanitation worker. This is not a
test of trash collection knowledge per se; rather, it
evaluates cognitive abilities such as reading
comprehension, basic arithmetic, map reading, and the
ability to follow complex written instructions. The test is
a standardized, multiple-choice exam that serves as the
primary filter for thousands of applicants vying for a
limited number of positions. Because the DSNY is one of
the largest sanitation departments in the world, the
competition is fierce, and a strong performance on the
test is essential for moving forward in the hiring process.
The exam is typically offered only once every few years,
so missing an administration can mean waiting years for
the next opportunity.
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Eligibility Requirements for Taking the
Exam

Before you even register for the New York Sanitation
Test, you must meet several baseline eligibility criteria.
These requirements are non-negotiable and are strictly
enforced by DCAS. First, you must be a United States
citizen or have a valid permanent resident card at the
time of application. Second, you must be a resident of
one of the five boroughs of New York City—Manhattan,
Brooklyn, Queens, The Bronx, or Staten Island—or be
willing to establish residency within a specified period
after appointment. Third, you must possess a valid New
York State driver license at the time of appointment,
although you do not necessarily need it when you apply
for the test. Fourth, you must be at least 18 years old at
the time of appointment. Fifth, you must have a high
school diploma or a General Equivalency Diploma
(GED). Finally, you must be physically and medically
capable of performing the strenuous duties of a sanitation
worker, which includes heavy lifting, prolonged standing,
and working in all weather conditions. Meeting these
requirements does not guarantee a job, but it does allow
you to sit for the examination.

How to Apply for the
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The application process for the New York Sanitation Test
is entirely online through the DCAS website. When the
exam is announced, a filing period typically opens for a
few weeks, and applications are accepted on a first-come,
first-served basis, though capacity is often capped. To
apply, you will need to create an account on the DCAS
Online Application System (OASys). You will then
search for the sanitation worker exam, complete the
application form, and pay a non-refundable application
fee, which is usually around $50 to $60. It is crucial to
apply early, as the filing period can close once a certain
number of applications are received. After your
application is processed, you will receive an admission
letter via email or through your OASys account, which
will detail the date, time, and location of your exam.
Keep this letter safe, as you will need to present it along
with a valid, government-issued photo ID to gain entry to
the test site. Additionally, be aware that the City may
make changes to the application process, so always refer
to the official DCAS or DSNY websites for the most
current information.

Structure and Content of the
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The New York Sanitation Test is designed to evaluate
core competencies that are relevant to the daily tasks of a
sanitation worker. The test is not about memorizing facts
about recycling rules or snow removal protocols. Instead,
it focuses on foundational skills that indicate your ability
to learn and perform on the job. Understanding the
structure of the test is the first step toward effective
preparation. The test typically consists of several distinct
sections, each timed separately.

Reading Comprehension

This section measures your ability to read and understand
written passages. You will be presented with paragraphs
related to safety procedures, city regulations, or
operational guidelines, followed by multiple-choice
questions that test your grasp of the main ideas,
supporting details, and inferences. Strong reading
comprehension is essential because sanitation workers
must be able to follow complex instructions, read maps,
and understand safety protocols. Practice reading
technical documents and summarizing key points to
improve in this area.

Arithmetic and Mathematical Reasoning
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section includes problems involving addition, subtraction,
multiplication, division, fractions, decimals, percentages,
and simple ratios. You might be asked to calculate the
volume of a truck, the weight of collected refuse, or the
time required to complete a route. The math is not
advanced, but you must be comfortable with basic
calculations without a calculator, as one is not permitted
during the test. Practicing mental math and reviewing
basic arithmetic concepts is highly beneficial.

Map Reading and Spatial Orientation

Sanitation workers must be able to navigate city streets
efficiently. This section tests your ability to read maps,
follow directional instructions, and determine the most
efficient routes. You may be shown a map of a
neighborhood and asked to identify the shortest path
between two points, or to determine which streets are
one-way. Familiarity with the grid system of New York
City streets can be helpful, but the test focuses on general
map-reading skills that apply to any urban environment.

Following Written Instructions

This portion evaluates your ability to read and carry out a
set of detailed instructions accurately. You might be
given a series of steps related to a collection route or a
safety procedure, and you must answer questions about
the correct order of operations or identify errors in the
instructions. Attention to detail is paramount here.
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Practice by reading multi-step directions and
summarizing them without missing any steps.

Memory and Observation

Some versions of the test include a section that assesses
short-term memory and observational skills. You may be
shown an image or a list of items for a brief period and
then asked questions about what you saw. This simulates
the need for sanitation workers to quickly assess
situations, remember license plates, or recall specific
details about a location. Practicing memory exercises and
paying close attention to your surroundings can help
sharpen these skills.

How to Prepare Effectively for
the Exam

Preparation is the key to success on the New York
Sanitation Test. Because the exam is offered infrequently,
you must make the most of your opportunity. Start by
obtaining the official test preparation materials provided
by DCAS. These materials include sample questions and
a detailed description of the test format. They are
available for free on the DCAS website. In addition to
the official materials, consider the following strategies:

o Take practice tests: Simulate the actual testing
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This helps you build stamina, manage your time,
and identify areas where you need improvement.

¢ Review basic math: Dedicate time to reviewing
arithmetic, fractions, decimals, and percentages.
Work through problems until the concepts become
second nature.

e Read actively: Practice reading dense material,
such as technical manuals or government
documents, and summarize each paragraph in your
own words.

¢ Study maps: Familiarize yourself with different
types of maps, including street maps, topographic
maps, and transit maps. Practice giving and
following directions using a map.

¢ Join study groups: Connect with other applicants
online or in person. Study groups allow you to
share tips, quiz each other, and stay motivated.

¢ Focus on your weaknesses: After taking a
practice test, analyze your errors and spend extra
time on the sections where you performed poorly.

What to Expect on Test Day

Arriving prepared on test day can significantly reduce
anxiety and improve your performance. The test is
administered at various locations across New York City,
often at public schools or community centers. You should
plan to arrive at least 30 minutes early to allow time for
check-in. You must bring your admission letter and a
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valid, government-issued photo ID, such as a driver
license or passport. No electronic devices, including cell
phones, smartwatches, or calculators, are allowed in the
testing room. You will be provided with scratch paper
and a pencil, though bringing your own pencils and
erasers is a good idea. The test is timed, and you must
manage your time carefully. If you get stuck on a
question, move on and come back to it if time permits.
Most candidates find the test challenging but fair, and
those who have prepared thoroughly tend to perform
well.

Understanding the Physical
and Medical Examinations

Passing the written New York Sanitation Test is only the
first hurdle. Candidates who achieve a high enough score
are placed on an eligible list and eventually called for a
physical and medical examination. The physical exam,
often referred to as the physical ability test (PAT), is
designed to simulate the physical demands of the job. It
typically includes tasks such as lifting heavy cans,
climbing in and out of a truck, walking long distances,
and dragging weighted objects. You must be in excellent
physical condition to pass this test. The medical exam
includes vision and hearing tests, a drug screening, and a
general health assessment. The DSNY has strict medical
standards. and certain conditions may disqualify vou.
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Therefore, it is wise to start a fitness regimen early and
consult with a doctor if you have any health concerns.

Scoring, Ranking, and the
Hiring Process

Your score on the New York Sanitation Test determines
your rank on the civil service list. The list is established
based on your score, with candidates who score higher
receiving lower list numbers. Veterans and residents of
New York City may receive additional credits that
improve their standing. When the DSNY has job
openings, they hire from the list in order of rank. The list
is typically valid for four years, but the actual wait time
depends on hiring needs and your position on the list.
Being in the top few hundred is generally considered a
strong position. Once you are called, you will undergo the
physical and medical exams, a background check, and a
character investigation. The entire process from test to
appointment can take many months or even years, so
patience and persistence are essential.

The Rewards of a Sanitation
Career

Why do so many New Yorkers compete for this job? The
answer lies in the exceptional compensation and benefits
package. Sanitation workers in New York City earn a
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competitive salary, with top pay reaching over $90,000
annually after five years, not including overtime. Benefits
include comprehensive health insurance, a generous
pension plan, paid vacation, and holidays. The job also
offers job security, as the DSNY is a essential city service
that is never outsourced. Additionally, the work schedule
often allows for overtime opportunities, which can
significantly boost annual earnings. Beyond the financial
rewards, sanitation workers take pride in keeping the city
clean and safe, and they are widely respected as essential
frontline workers.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Many applicants make avoidable errors that cost them a
passing score or delay their hiring. One of the most
common mistakes is failing to prepare adequately
because the test looks easy. Another is neglecting the
physical preparation until it is too late. Some candidates
also miss the application deadline or fail to bring the
correct identification on test day. Additionally,
underestimating the importance of the map-reading
section is a frequent pitfall. Avoid these mistakes by
treating the entire process with the seriousness it
deserves. Start your preparation early, stay organized, and
follow all instructions carefully.
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Frequently Asked Questions
About the Sanitation Test

Many applicants have similar questions. Here are some of
the most common inquiries:

How often is the test given?

The New York Sanitation Test is typically offered every
four to six years, though the schedule can vary. It is
advisable to monitor the DCAS website for
announcements.

Can I take the test if I live outside New York
City?

You must be a resident of New York City at the time of
appointment, but you can apply for the test while living
outside the city as long as you are willing to relocate
within a specified timeframe.

Is there an age limit?



