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Thomas The
Tank Engine

Dvd List

A
Comprehe
nsive
Guide to
the
Thomas
the Tank
Engine
DVD List

For  generations,
t h e  I s l a n d  o f
Sodor  and  i t s
b e l o v e d  b l u e
e n g i n e  h a v e
chugged  their
w a y  i n t o  t h e

hearts of children
around the world.
From  the  gentle
n a r r a t i o n  o f
Ringo  Starr  to
the  adventurous
tales narrated by
Michael  Angelis
and  later  Alec
B a l d w i n ,  t h e
world of Thomas
t h e  T a n k
Engine has been
a  cornerstone  of
c h i l d h o o d
entertainment.
With  the  rise  of
digital streaming,
many  famil ies
still  treasure  the
p h y s i c a l



c o l l e c t i o n  o f
episodes.  A well-
curated  Thomas
t h e  T a n k
Engine DVD list
is more than just
a shopping guide;
it  is  a  roadmap
through  decades
of  storytelling,
a n i m a t i o n
evolution,  and
timeless  lessons
about  friendship
a n d
p e r s e v e r a n c e .
Whether  you are
a parent building
a library for your
l i t t le  one  or  a
nostalgic  adult
seeking a piece of
your  own  past,
unders tand ing
what  is  available
o n  D V D  i s
essential.

This article offers
an  exhaustive,
naturally  flowing
overview  of  the
mos t  no tab le

DVD  releases,
s p e c i a l
compilations, and
rare  finds  that
d e f i n e  t h e
T h o m a s  &
Friends  DVD
collection.  We
will  explore  the
various  series,
the  transit ion
f r o m  c l a s s i c
model  animation
t o  C G I ,  a n d
highl ight  key
releases  every
f a n  s h o u l d
consider. Our aim
is  to  provide  a
resource  that  is
both  informative
for collectors and
prac t i ca l  f o r
families  looking
to  buy  the  best
DVDs  for  their
children.

The
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Evolution
of Thomas
on Home

Video

Before diving into
the specific titles
on  the  Thomas
t h e  T a n k
E n g i n e  D V D
list,  it  is  helpful
to  understand
how  the  show’s
home  re lease
history  mirrors
i t s  broadcast
evolution.  The
original  series,
known as Thomas
the  Tank  Engine
&  F r i e n d s ,
p remiered  i n
1984  on  ITV  in
the UK. Based on
T h e  R a i l w a y
Ser ies  by  the
R e v e r e n d  W .
Awdry,  the  early
episodes  were
produced  using

live-action  model
animation.  These
classic  episodes,
often narrated by
R i n g o  S t a r r
(Season  1)  and
later  Michael
Angelis  (Seasons
2 – 6 ) ,  a r e  t h e
most  cherished
by  purists.

As  home  video
formats  changed
f r o m  V H S  t o
DVD, the release
strategy  shifted.
I n i t i a l l y ,
i n d i v i d u a l
episodes  were
s o l d  o n  V H S
t a p e s ,  o f t e n
themed around a
p a r t i c u l a r
character  (e.g.,
Thomas  and  the
Conductor  o r
P e r c y ’ s
P r e d i c a m e n t ) .
With  the  advent
o f  D V D ,
c o m p i l a t i o n
releases  became



more  common.
The  early  2000s
saw  the  release
of  multi-episode
D V D s  t h a t
bundled  seasons
or  specific  story
arcs.  Then,  in
2009,  the  show
u n d e r w e n t  a
m a j o r  v i s u a l
o v e r h a u l ,
transitioning  to
CGI  animation,
which  coincided
with a new wave
of DVD releases.

T o d a y ,  t h e
c o m p l e t e
T h o m a s  &
Friends  DVD
collection  spans
both  the  classic
model series and
the  modern  CGI
s e a s o n s .
However,  not  all
episodes  have
been released on
D V D  i n  e v e r y
region, and some
c o m p i l a t i o n s

have become rare
collector's  items.
This  guide  will
help you navigate
t h i s  r i c h
landscape.

Key DVD
Releases
Every Fan
Should
Know

The following list
is  organized  by
series  era  and
theme. While it is
impossible to list
every single DVD
ever  released
globally  (there
are  hundreds),
t h e s e  t i t l e s
represent  the
most  significant
a n d  w i d e l y
available  entries
in  the  Thomas
t h e  T a n k
E n g i n e  D V D
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list.

Classic Series
Compilations
(Seasons 1–7)

For  those  who
love  the  original
model  animation,
these  DVDs  are
essential.  They
of ten  conta in
episodes from the
f i r s t  s e v e n
seasons,  before
the  show  moved
to  a  computer-
animated style.

Thomas
and the
Magic
Railroad
(2000) –
The live-
action/CGI
hybrid
movie
starring
Alec
Baldwin.
While not a
pure DVD

compilation,
it is a
cornerstone
of the
franchise
and often
included in
lists of
must-have
Thomas
DVDs.
Thomas
the Tank
Engine:
The Best of
Thomas – A
single disc
featuring
fan-favorite
episodes
like
“Thomas
Gets
Tricked”
and
“Terence
the
Tractor.” A
great
starting
point for
newcomers.



Thomas
and
Friends:
The
Complete
Series 1 –
For the
completist,
region-
specific
releases
(like the
UK’s 2-disc
set) gather
all 26
episodes
from the
first season.
These are
highly
recommend
ed for their
authenticity.
Thomas
and
Friends:
Exploring
Sodor – A
themed
compilation
that
includes

episodes
about
exploring
the island,
such as
“Harold the
Helicopter”
and “The
Fogman.”
Thomas
and
Friends:
Percy’s
Ghostly
Trick – A
Halloween-
themed
classic
collection
featuring
spooky but
gentle tales.

These  c lass ic
D V D s  o f t e n
include  bonus
fea tures  l i ke
r e a d - a l o n g
s t o r i e s  o r
c h a r a c t e r
profiles,  adding
educational value
f o r  y o u n g
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viewers.

The CGI Era
and Beyond
(Seasons
8–24)

Start ing  with
S e a s o n  8
( s o m e t i m e s
c a l l e d  “ N e w
F r i e n d s  f o r
Thomas”  in  DVD
compilations), the
show  expanded
i t s  c a s t  a n d
storylines.  The
C G I  s e a s o n s
introduced a new
visual  depth  and
f a s t e r - p a c e d
narratives.  Key
DVDs in this era
include:

Thomas
and
Friends:
The Great
Discovery
(2008) – A
feature-
length

special that
served as a
bridge
between the
classic and
CGI styles.
It
introduced
new
characters
like the
narrow-
gauge
engines.
Thomas
and
Friends:
Hero of the
Rails
(2009) –
The first
fully CGI
movie,
marking a
turning
point in the
franchise. It
introduced
the popular
character
Hiro.
Thomas



and
Friends:
Misty
Island
Rescue
(2010) – A
beloved
adventure
featuring
the logging
engines
Bash, Dash,
and
Ferdinand.
This DVD is
a favorite
among
children for
its exciting
plot.
Thomas
and
Friends:
Day of the
Diesels
(2011) – A
feature-
length
special
focusing on
the diesel
engines and

the theme
of
teamwork.
Thomas
and
Friends:
Ultimate
Thomas
Collection
(2012) – A
large box
set that
includes
episodes
from both
classic and
CGI
seasons,
though it is
out of print
and can be
found on
secondary
markets for
collectors.

These  DVDs  are
widely  available
on Amazon, eBay,
a n d  i n
s e c o n d h a n d
stores.  Many  of
them are  still  in



Thomas The Tank Engine
Dvd List

Downloaded from
tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Morgan
& Riley • Books are a uniquely portable

magic. • Page 9

production,  so
they  are  easy  to
a c q u i r e  a t
r e a s o n a b l e
prices.

Special
Themed and
Holiday DVDs

One of the joys of
the Thomas the
Tank  Engine
DVD  list  is  the
variety of themed
compilations that
a l i g n  w i t h
h o l i d a y s  o r
c h a r a c t e r -
f o c u s e d
storytelling.

Thomas
and
Friends:
Christmas
Through
Sodor – A
festive
compilation
featuring
winter
episodes

such as
“Thomas
and the
Snow
Engine” and
“The
Christmas
Tree
Express.”
Thomas
and
Friends:
Sodor’s
Legend of
the Lost
Treasure
(2015) – A
full-length
adventure
film with a
pirate
theme,
complete
with a
treasure
map and
new
characters.
Thomas
and
Friends:
Big World!



Big
Adventures
! (2018) – A
movie
where
Thomas
travels
around the
world,
introducing
cultural
diversity.
This DVD is
notable for
its modern
educational
approach.
Thomas
and
Friends:
All Engines
Go! (2021)
– The most
recent
reboot,
featuring a
2D
animation
style. While
some fans
prefer the
older

models,
these DVDs
are popular
with
toddlers due
to their
bright
colors and
simple
stories.

These  themed
D V D s  a r e
exce l l en t  f o r
building  a  well-
r o u n d e d
collection  that
covers  different
m o o d s  a n d
settings.

How to
Build Your
Own
Thomas
DVD
Collection

I f  y o u  a r e
start ing  from
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scratch,  building
a  comprehensive
T h o m a s  &
Friends  DVD
collection  can
seem  daunting.
H o w e v e r ,  b y
focusing on a few
key  areas,  you
c a n  c r e a t e  a
library  that  will
provide  years  of
enjoyment.

Tip 1:
Prioritize
Your Favorite
Era

Decide  whether
y o u  w a n t  t h e
class ic  model
series  (Seasons
1 – 7 )  o r  t h e
CGI/modern  era.
F o r  m o s t
families, a mix of
both  works  best.
Start with a best-
of  compilation
from each era to
test  your  child’s

preferences.

Tip 2: Look
for Multi-
Episode Sets

R a t h e r  t h a n
buying  single-
episode  DVDs
(which  are  often
s h o r t  a n d
overpriced),  seek
out  collections
that  bundle  4–8
e p i s o d e s .
Examples include
The  Complete
S e r i e s  1  o r
T h o m a s  a n d
F r i e n d s :  T h e
Steam  Team.

Tip 3: Check
Regional
Differences

DVDs released in
the UK may have
d i f f e r e n t
n a r r a t i o n
(Michael Angelis)
compared  to  US



releases  (Alec
Baldwin  for  the
classic  seasons,
Michael  Brandon
for the CGI era).
Some  collectors
v a l u e  t h e  U K
versions for their
nostalgic  charm.
Ensure your DVD
player  is  region-
f r e e  o r
compatible.

Tip 4:
Include
Special
Features

Many  Thomas
DVDs  inc lude
bonus  content
like  sing-along
songs,  character
g u i d e s ,  o r
i n t e r a c t i v e
games.  These
extras  enhance
t h e  v a l u e ,
especial ly  for
younger  children
w h o  e n j o y

i n t e r a c t i v e
learning.

Where to
Find and
Purchase
Thomas
DVDs

D e s p i t e  t h e
dominance  o f
s t r e a m i n g
serv i ces  l i ke
N e t f l i x  a n d
Amazon  Prime,
physical  Thomas
D V D s  r e m a i n
widely  available.
Here are the best
s o u r c e s  f o r
bui ld ing  your
T h o m a s  t h e
Tank  Engine
DVD  list:

Amazon –
Offers a
broad
selection of
new and
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used DVDs,
often with
customer
reviews to
guide your
choice.
eBay – An
excellent
resource for
out-of-print
or rare
DVDs, such
as early
VHS-to-DVD
transfers or
exclusive
box sets.
Thrift
stores and
charity
shops – You
can often
find classic
Thomas
DVDs for
very low
prices,
though
condition
may vary.
Direct
from the

publisher –
companies
like Mattel
or HIT
Entertainme
nt
occasionally
sell DVD
sets on their
official
websites.

W h e n  b u y i n g
u s e d ,  a l w a y s
c h e c k  f o r
scratches  and
ensure the disc is
r e g i o n -
compatible. Many
Thomas DVDs are
e n c o d e d  f o r
R e g i o n  1
(USA/Canada)  or
R e g i o n  2
(UK/Europe).

Why
Collecting
Thomas



DVDs Still
Matters

I n  a n  a g e  o f
digital  streaming
where  content
can  be  removed
without  notice,
owning a physical
T h o m a s  t h e
Tank  Engine
DVD list offers a
s e n s e  o f
permanence  and
c o n t r o l .  F o r
parents, it means
screen  time  can
b e  m a n a g e d
without  relying
on  an  internet
connection.  For
ch i ldren ,  the
ritual of choosing
a  D V D  c a s e ,
inser t ing  the
d i s c ,  a n d
pressing  play  is
an  experience
t h a t  b u i l d s
a n t i c i p a t i o n .
Moreover,  the

g e n t l e  m o r a l
l e s s o n s  o f
Thomas—about
k i n d n e s s ,
h o n e s t y ,  a n d
h e l p i n g
o t h e r s — a r e
t i m e l e s s .
Collecting  these
DVDs is  not  just
about  nostalgia;
i t  i s  a b o u t
preserving  the
storytelling  that
h a s  g u i d e d
m i l l i o n s  o f
children  through
their  ear l iest
years.

Whether  you are
hunting for a rare
UK  re lease  o f
Thomas  and  the
Trucks  or  simply
want  a  reliable
copy  of  Thomas
a n d  F r i e n d s :
Hero of the Rails
for  a  rainy  day,
having a curated
DVD collection is
a  r e w a r d i n g
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pursuit.

Conclusio
n

Navigating  the
full  Thomas the
Tank  Engine
DVD list can feel
l ike  a  journey
across the Island
of  Sodor  itself,
w i t h  m a n y
delightful  stops
along  the  way.
From the  classic
model series and
beloved  feature-
length  movies  to
m o d e r n  C G I
adventures  and
themed  holiday
c o m p i l a t i o n s ,
there is a Thomas
DVD  for  every

taste and budget.
By understanding
the  d i f f e ren t
eras,  prioritizing
q u a l i t y
compilations, and
exploring  both
new  and  used
markets, you can
build a collection
that will bring joy
f o r  y e a r s  t o
c o m e .
Remember,  the
b e s t  T h o m a s
DVDs  are  those
that  spark  the
imagination  and
teach  the  values
of  cooperation
a n d
courage—much
like the little blue
engine who keeps
on trying.


