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Navigating the Realm:
Understanding the Game
of Thrones Family Tree in
Season 3

By the time Season 3 of Game of Thrones
aired, the world of Westeros had expanded
dramatically. The War of the Five Kings was
in  full  swing,  alliances  were  shifting  like
sand,  and  viewers  were  introduced  to  an
even wider  array  of  characters,  each with
their  own  ambitions,  loyalt ies,  and
bloodlines. For many fans, keeping track of
who  was  related  to  whom—and  why  it
mattered—became a  challenge.  The  Game
of Thrones family tree Season 3 is not just
a  list  of  names;  it  is  a  map  of  power,
betrayal, and survival. Understanding these
connections  is  essential  for  grasping  the
stakes of every scene, from the Red Wedding



to Daenerys's rise in the East. In this article,
we will break down the major houses, their
key  members,  and  the  relationships  that
defined Season 3, helping you see the bigger
picture of this intricately woven narrative.

The Great Houses of
Westeros in Season 3

Season 3  centers  on  the  aftermath  of  the
Battle of the Blackwater and the continued
struggle  for  the  Iron  Throne.  Each  of  the
great houses has suffered losses, gained new
allies,  or  faced  internal  conflicts.  To
understand the  Game of  Thrones family
tree Season 3, we must start with the core
families that drive the plot.

House Stark: The Wolf Pack
Scattered

House Stark, led by Robb Stark as the King
in the North, is at the heart of Season 3. The
Stark family tree is central to the season's
emotional  weight.  Eddard  "Ned"  Stark's
execution in Season 1 set the stage for his
children's journeys.

Robb Stark: The eldest son, now
leading a rebellion against the
Lannisters. He is betrothed to Jeyne
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Westerling, a decision that fractures his
alliance with Walder Frey.
Catelyn Stark: Robb's mother, a fierce
protector of her children, but
increasingly desperate to secure peace.
Arya Stark: Believed dead by her
family, Arya is traveling through the
Riverlands with The Hound, unaware
that her brother is marching toward his
doom.
Sansa Stark: Held captive in King's
Landing, Sansa is a pawn in the
Lannisters' political games. She is
forced to marry Tyrion Lannister in a
union designed to secure Lannister
control over the North.
Bran Stark: The crippled young boy
who is the rightful heir to Winterfell,
now beginning to discover his
greenseer abilities.
Rickon Stark: The youngest Stark,
separated from Bran and hidden for his
safety.
Jon Snow: Ned's bastard son, serving
in the Night's Watch. Season 3 sees him
travel beyond the Wall and infiltrate the
wildlings under Mance Rayder's
command.

The Stark family tree in Season 3 is marked
by tragedy. The Red Wedding, which occurs
near the end of the season, is a catastrophic



event  that  eliminates  Robb,  Catelyn,  and
much of the Stark army. This moment is a
seismic  shift  in  the  Game  of  Thrones
family tree Season 3,  as  the  once-proud
house is reduced to scattered children and a
presumed dead heir.

House Lannister: The Lions in
Power

House  Lannister,  under  the  leadership  of
Tywin  Lannister,  holds  the  Iron  Throne
through his grandson Joffrey Baratheon. The
Lannister family tree is defined by ambition,
cunning, and a deep-seated rivalry between
siblings.

Tywin Lannister: The patriarch, now
serving as Hand of the King to Joffrey.
He is the master strategist who seeks
to secure Lannister dominance through
marriage and war.
Cersei Lannister: The Queen Regent,
increasingly paranoid about her son's
cruelty and the rising power of House
Tyrell.
Joffrey Baratheon: The boy king,
whose sadistic tendencies make him a
hated figure among both the nobility
and the common people.
Tyrion Lannister: The witty and
intelligent dwarf, who survived the
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Battle of the Blackwater but is now
sidelined by his father. He is forced into
a marriage with Sansa Stark, which
further complicates his relationship
with Cersei.
Jaime Lannister: Captured by the
Starks, Jaime loses his hand in Season 3
and begins a journey of redemption. His
return to King's Landing changes the
dynamic of the family.
Tommen and Myrcella Baratheon:
Cersei's younger children, still
relatively innocent but used as pawns in
the game of thrones.

The Lannister family tree is deeply entangled
with that of House Baratheon, as Joffrey and
his  siblings  are  actually  the  product  of
Cersei's incestuous relationship with Jaime, a
secret that remains a ticking time bomb. In
Season  3 ,  t he  Lann i s t e r s  appear
unassailable,  but  cracks  are  beginning  to
show.

House Targaryen: The Dragon
Rises in the East

While the Lannisters and Starks battle for
Westeros,  the  last  surviving  members  of
House  Targaryen  are  plotting  their  return
across  the  Narrow  Sea.  The  Game  of
Thrones family tree Season 3  would be



incomplete  without  Daenerys  Targaryen,
whose journey is one of the season's most
compelling arcs.

Daenerys Targaryen: The "Mother of
Dragons," who begins Season 3 with
her newly hatched dragons and a desire
to reclaim her family's throne. She
builds an army by freeing slaves in
Astapor, Yunkai, and Meereen.
Viserys Targaryen: Daenerys's cruel
brother, who was killed in Season 1.
His shadow looms over her quest.
Khal Drogo: Though deceased,
Drogo's legacy continues through his
son Rhaego (stillborn) and the support
of his khalasar's remnants.
Ser Jorah Mormont: A loyal knight
who serves Daenerys, initially as a spy
for the Lannisters but later out of
genuine love and loyalty.
Missandei and Grey Worm: Freed
slaves who become Daenerys's advisors
and allies, though not of Targaryen
blood.

Daenerys's  family  tree  is  sparse,  but  her
dragons  make  her  a  formidable  force.  In
Season 3, she gains the Unsullied and begins
to understand the weight of leadership. Her
claim to the throne is based entirely on her
bloodline, which is both her greatest asset
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and her greatest burden.

House Baratheon: The Stag
Divided

House Baratheon is fractured in Season 3.
The rightful heir to the Iron Throne, Stannis
Baratheon,  is  licking  his  wounds  after  his
defeat at the Blackwater. Meanwhile, Renly
Baratheon is dead, and Joffrey sits the throne
under false pretenses.

Stannis Baratheon: A rigid and
determined man, now under the
influence of Melisandre, a priestess of
the Lord of Light. He loses much of his
army at the Blackwater but remains a
threat.
Melisandre: A powerful sorceress who
believes Stannis is Azor Ahai reborn.
Her influence over him grows in Season
3.
Davos Seaworth: Stannis's loyal hand,
who is imprisoned after freeing Gendry,
a possible Baratheon bastard.
Gendry: A blacksmith's apprentice and
one of Robert Baratheon's many
bastards. Melisandre uses him in a
blood ritual that kills three other kings.
Shireen Baratheon: Stannis's
daughter, afflicted with greyscale, who
is a secondary character in the season.



The Baratheon family tree is crucial because
it ties directly to the legitimacy of Joffrey's
claim. If the world knew that Joffrey was not
Robert's son, Stannis would be the rightful
king.  This  hidden  truth  is  the  subtext  of
much of the political maneuvering in King's
Landing.

House Tyrell: The Thorns Among
the Roses

House Tyrell rises to prominence in Season
3,  leveraging  their  wealth  and  political
acumen  to  secure  a  foothold  in  King's
Landing.

Margaery Tyrell: The clever and
ambitious young woman who marries
Joffrey after being widowed by Renly.
She quickly learns to manipulate the
boy king.
Olenna Tyrell: The "Queen of Thorns,"
Margaery's sharp-tongued
grandmother, who sees through
Cersei's schemes and plays the game
better than most.
Mace Tyrell: Margaery's father, a
somewhat pompous but powerful lord
who brings the Reach's resources to the
crown.
Loras Tyrell: Margaery's brother, a
skilled knight who was Renly's lover.
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He is appointed to the Kingsguard by
the Lannisters as a way to control him.

The Tyrells  are  not  directly  in  the  line  of
succession,  but  they  use  the  Game  of
Thrones  family  tree  Season  3  to  their
advantage by marrying into the royal family.
Their  growing  influence  threatens  Cersei,
setting up conflicts that will explode in later
seasons.

House Greyjoy: The Ironborn
Strike

House  Greyjoy  of  the  Iron  Islands  is  a
wildcard in Season 3. They do not seek the
Iron Throne itself but aim to carve out their
own kingdom.

Balon Greyjoy: The Lord of the Iron
Islands, who launches a rebellion
against the North by attacking the
Starks' lands.
Theon Greyjoy: Balon's son, who is
tortured by Ramsay Bolton in Season 3.
Theon's identity is stripped away as he
is broken into "Reek."
Yara Greyjoy: Balon's daughter, a
fierce warrior who attempts to rescue
Theon but is too late.
Euron Greyjoy: Balon's brother, who is
briefly mentioned but will become



important later. He does not appear in
Season 3.

The Greyjoys are a chaotic force, and their
family  tree  is  rife  with  internal  tension.
Theon's arc in Season 3 is one of the most
harrowing, as he is systematically destroyed
by Ramsay Bolton, a figure who represents a
new kind of terror in Westeros.

House Martell: The Sun of Dorne
Watches

House  Martell  is  introduced  indirectly  in
Season  3,  though  we  do  not  visit  Dorne.
Their presence is felt through the actions of
Oberyn Martell, who is mentioned in passing.
The Martell family tree will become far more
important in Season 4, but in Season 3, they
remain a quiet power waiting in the wings.

Doran Martell: The cautious ruler of
Dorne, who bides his time after the
death of his sister, Elia.
Oberyn Martell: The Red Viper, whose
desire for vengeance against the
Lannisters for Elia's murder drives his
actions.
Elia Martell: Deceased, but her
memory fuels the Martell desire for
justice.
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The Martells are a wildcard in the Game of
Thrones  fami l y  t ree  Season  3 ,
representing an unresolved conflict that will
reshape the power dynamics of the realm.

Key Relationships and
Conflicts in Season 3

Understanding  the  Game  of  Thrones
family  tree  Season  3  is  not  just  about
knowing names; it is about seeing how


