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Nyc Sanitation Exam Question Samples

Understanding the NYC Sanitation Exam: What You Need to Know

Landing a job with the New York City Department of Sanitation (DSNY) is a highly competitive and rewarding career goal. With excellent
benefits,  job  security,  and  a  pension,  it  is  no  wonder  thousands  of  applicants  take  the  civil  service  exam  every  year.  One  of  the  most
effective ways to prepare is by studying real or realistic NYC Sanitation exam question samples. These samples give you a clear idea of
the test format, the types of reasoning required, and the time constraints you will face. In this article, we will explore the structure of the
exam, walk through multiple sample questions, and share strategies to help you succeed on test day.

The Structure of the NYC Sanitation Exam

The DSNY exam typically consists of multiple-choice questions that assess your abilities in several key areas. The test is not a measure of
your knowledge of sanitation policies but rather a test of general aptitude. The main sections often include reading comprehension, written
expression, and mathematical reasoning. In some exam cycles, a memory and observation section is also included. By practicing with NYC
Sanitation exam question samples, you become familiar with the wording and the logic behind each question type.

Reading Comprehension

This section presents short passages followed by questions that test your ability to understand main ideas, draw inferences, and identify
details. For example, you might read a paragraph about a new recycling rule and then answer questions about what the rule requires or how
it differs from previous procedures.

Written Expression

Here you are asked to identify grammatically correct sentences, choose the best word to complete a sentence, or rearrange sentences into a



logical order. This section evaluates your command of standard English and your ability to communicate clearly.

Mathematical Reasoning

Basic arithmetic, fractions, percentages, and word problems are common. You may need to calculate the volume of a truck or the number of
workers required for a route. Calculators are usually not allowed, so mental math practice is essential.

Memory and Observation

In some exam cycles, you will be shown an image for a short time and then asked questions about details from that image. This tests your
ability to quickly absorb and recall visual information—a critical skill for sanitation workers who must navigate busy streets and identify
hazards.

Why Practicing with NYC Sanitation Exam Question Samples Matters

Many candidates underestimate the exam’s challenge. They assume that because it is a civil service test for a manual labor job, it must be
easy. In reality, the competition is fierce. Even a few points can separate those who get called for an interview from those who must wait
years. By reviewing NYC Sanitation exam question samples, you can identify your weak areas and focus your study time. Furthermore,
repeated exposure to the question style reduces test-day anxiety and improves your speed.

Sample Questions and Detailed Explanations

Below are several NYC Sanitation exam question samples that reflect the style and difficulty of the actual test. Use these to gauge your
current level and to practice your reasoning.

Reading Comprehension Sample

Passage:
“The New York City Department of Sanitation has established a new schedule for leaf collection in residential areas. Leaves must be placed in
biodegradable bags at the curb no later than 7:00 AM on the designated pickup day. Bags must not exceed 50 pounds. Leaves left in plastic
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bags will not be collected.”

Question:
According to the passage, which of the following is true?

Leaves must be placed at the curb by 7:00 PM.1.
Only plastic bags are allowed for leaf collection.2.
Leaves must be in biodegradable bags and placed by 7:00 AM.3.
There is no weight limit for leaf bags.4.

Explanation: The correct answer is option 3. The passage explicitly states that leaves must be in biodegradable bags and put at the curb by
7:00 AM. Options 1, 2, and 4 are contradicted by the passage (7:00 AM not PM, no plastic bags, and a 50-pound limit). This sample
demonstrates the importance of reading carefully and not making assumptions.

Written Expression Sample

Choose the sentence that is grammatically correct:

A) Each of the sanitation workers have received their assignments.
B) The crew, along with their supervisor, are going to the garage.
C) Neither the trucks nor the mechanic is ready for the inspection.
D) The amount of trash in the bins were excessive.

Explanation: Option C is correct. “Neither…nor” takes a singular verb when the second noun is singular (“the mechanic is”). Option A
should be “has received” because “each” is singular. Option B should be “is going” because the subject “crew” is singular (the phrase “along
with…” does not make it plural). Option D should be “was excessive” because “amount” is singular.

Mathematical Reasoning Sample

Sanitation truck A can hold 15 tons of waste. Truck B can hold 20 tons. If both trucks make 3 trips each, how many total tons of waste can
they carry?



A) 90 tons
B) 105 tons
C) 120 tons
D) 150 tons

Explanation: Truck A: 15 tons × 3 trips = 45 tons. Truck B: 20 tons × 3 trips = 60 tons. Total = 45 + 60 = 105 tons. The correct answer is
B. Practice with such basic arithmetic will help you avoid simple errors under time pressure.

Memory and Observation Sample

Note: In an actual exam, you would view an image for 60 seconds. For this sample, imagine a picture of a street corner with the following
items: a green dumpster near a fire hydrant, a yellow recycling bin next to a mailbox, three brown paper bags on the curb, and a blue sedan
parked at the meter.

Question:
How many paper bags were shown on the curb?

A) 1
B) 2
C) 3
D) 4

Explanation: The description mentions “three brown paper bags,” so the answer is 3. In a real test, the image will be complex, and you
must quickly absorb details. Using NYC Sanitation exam question samples that include memory exercises can sharpen this skill.

How to Find More NYC Sanitation Exam Question Samples

While the DSNY does not publish official past exams, many reputable civil service test prep books and online courses offer sample tests. Look
for materials specifically titled NYC Sanitation exam question samples or “DSNY exam prep.” Also check community job centers and the
DSNY recruitment page for any sample questions that may be provided. Another excellent resource is the “Sanitation Worker Exam” guide
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from a trusted test preparation company. When you practice, simulate exam conditions: time yourself, avoid distractions, and review your
mistakes thoroughly.

Study Tips and Strategies for the DSNY Exam

Knowing how to study is just as important as what you study. Follow these strategies to maximize your score.

Create a Consistent Study Schedule

Set aside 30 to 60 minutes each day. Cramming the night before is not effective for a test that covers multiple reasoning areas. Use your
time to rotate through reading, math, and writing exercises.

Focus on Your Weaknesses

As you work through NYC Sanitation exam question samples, keep a log of the questions you get wrong. If you consistently miss math
word problems, spend extra time on that type. If grammar is your weak spot, study subject-verb agreement and sentence structure.

Learn to Manage Time

The DSNY exam typically gives you about 2 hours to complete 100 questions. That is roughly 1.2 minutes per question. Practice pacing: do
not get stuck on a hard question. Skip it and come back if time allows.

Use Elimination Techniques

For multiple-choice questions, eliminate obviously wrong answers first. This increases your odds of guessing correctly if you are unsure. For
example, in reading comprehension, if two options are both stated in the passage but one does not answer the question, cross it out.

Enhance Your Observation Skills

If your exam includes a memory component, practice by looking at a complex photo for 30 seconds and then writing down as many details as



you can recall. This will train your brain to focus on important elements like numbers, colors, and positions.

What to Expect on Test Day

Arrive at the test center early with a valid ID, your admission ticket, and several sharpened #2 pencils. You will not be allowed to use
calculators, phones, or smartwatches. The room will be quiet and monitored. Listen carefully to the proctor’s instructions. Before starting,
look through the entire test booklet so you know how many sections there are. If you have studied NYC Sanitation exam question
samples thoroughly, you will feel confident because the format will feel familiar.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Many candidates lose points unnecessarily. Avoid these pitfalls:

Rushing through instructions: Read the directions for each section carefully. Some sections may have special rules (e.g., “choose
the best answer” vs. “choose the incorrect sentence”).
Overthinking simple questions: If a basic math problem looks easy, it probably is. Do not second-guess yourself.
Leaving questions blank: There is no penalty for guessing on most civil service exams. If you do not know, make your best guess
after eliminating wrong answers.
Not reviewing your answers: If you finish early, go back and check your work, especially for math calculations and reading details.

The Value of Consistent Practice

Becoming a sanitation worker in New York City is not just about physical strength; it demands mental sharpness and the ability to follow
procedures. The exam is designed to filter candidates who can think clearly and quickly. By consistently working through NYC Sanitation
exam question samples, you are building the mental muscles needed to succeed. Treat each sample question as a learning opportunity.
Review explanations even for the questions you answer correctly—there might be a faster way to solve them.

Additionally, consider joining online forums or study groups where other candidates share tips and NYC Sanitation exam question
samples. Discussing difficult questions with peers can deepen your understanding and reveal strategies you might not have considered.
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Conclusion

Preparing for the NYC Sanitation exam requires dedication, strategy, and the right resources. The most powerful tool in your preparation kit
is access to high-quality NYC Sanitation exam question samples. They demystify the test, reveal patterns, and boost your confidence.
Whether you are practicing reading comprehension, written expression, math reasoning, or memory observation, every sample you master
brings you one step closer to a career with the Department of Sanitation. Start your practice today, stay consistent, and you will be well on
your way to joining the proud ranks of New York City’s sanitation workforce. Good luck on your journey!


