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The Of Jasher
Mentioned In

The Bible

Unveiling the Mystery of
the Book of Jasher
Mentioned in the Bible

Within  the  vast  tapestry  of  biblical  history,
certain  references  ignite  the  imagination  of
scholars,  theologians,  and  curious  readers
alike. Among these enigmatic citations is the
"Book of Jasher," a text that is explicitly named
in the Old Testament yet remains absent from
the canonical Bible. For centuries, the phrase
"the  Book  of  Jasher"  has  been  a  source  of
intense speculation. What was this book? Who
wrote  it?  And  most  importantly,  what
happened to it? This article delves deep into
the mystery of the Book of Jasher mentioned in
the Bible,  exploring its  scriptural  references,
its historical context, the texts that claim to be
this lost work, and its enduring significance in
biblical  studies.  By  examining  the  evidence



and  the  legends  that  surround  this  ancient
book, we aim to provide a comprehensive and
clear understanding of one of the Bible's most
intriguing lost references.

The Biblical References
to the Book of Jasher

The Bible mentions the Book of Jasher in two
distinct  and  significant  passages.  These  are
the only direct scriptural citations of this work,
making  them  the  pr imary  source  for
understanding its original context and content.

Joshua 10:12-13: The Sun Standing
Still

The  first  and  most  famous  reference  to  the
Book of Jasher appears in the book of Joshua.
During  a  pivotal  battle  against  the  Amorite
coalition at Gibeon, Joshua prayed for divine
intervention.  According  to  the  biblical
narrative,  Joshua  commanded  the  sun  and
moon to stand still so that the Israelites could
complete their victory. The passage in Joshua
10:12-13  reads:  "Then spake Joshua to the
LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up
the Amorites before the children of Israel, and
he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou
still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley
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of  Ajalon.  And  the  sun  stood  still,  and  the
moon stayed,  until  the people had avenged
themselves upon their enemies. Is not this
written in the book of Jasher?" This citation
implies that the Book of Jasher was a known
historical  source  that  contained  a  poetic  or
fuller account of this miraculous event.

2 Samuel 1:17-18: David's Lament
for Saul and Jonathan

The second and only other direct reference to
the Book of Jasher is found in the second book
of Samuel. After the death of King Saul and his
son Jonathan in battle against the Philistines,
King David composed a heartfelt  elegy.  The
passage in 2 Samuel 1:17-18  states:  "And
David  lamented  with  this  lamentation  over
Saul and over Jonathan his son: (Also he bade
them teach the children of Judah the use of
the bow: behold, it is written in the book
of Jasher.)"  This indicates that the Book of
Jasher contained David's powerful elegy, often
referred to as "The Song of the Bow," and that
it was used as a didactic tool for the people of
Judah.

These two references firmly establish that the
Book  of  Jasher  was  a  real,  accessible,  and
widely recognized text in ancient Israel. It was
not a secret  or  heretical  work,  but rather a



respected  source  of  national  history  and
poetry.

What Does "Jasher"
Mean?

Understanding the name "Jasher" is crucial to
grasping the book's nature. The word "Jasher"
is  an  English  transliteration  of  the  Hebrew
word  Yashar (ישָָׁר), which means "upright" or
"righteous." Therefore, the "Book of Jasher" is
more accurately translated as the "Book of
the  Upr ight "  o r  the  "Book  of  the
Righteous." This title suggests that the book's
content  likely  focused  on  the  deeds  of
righteous  and  upright  individuals  in  Israel's
history. It may have been a collection of songs,
poems, and narratives celebrating the heroes
of the faith, which would perfectly align with
the inclusion of David's lament and Joshua's
poetic command.

The Lost Book of Jasher:
What Happened to It?

The canonical 66 books of the Protestant Bible,
or the 73 books of the Catholic Bible, do not
include the Book of Jasher. It is considered one
of the many "lost books" of the Bible—texts
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that were known and used in antiquity but did
not  survive  through  the  official  canonization
process. Several factors likely contributed to
its disappearance:

Canonization Process: The Jewish and
early Christian communities gradually
formed a canon of scripture based on
criteria such as apostolic origin, doctrinal
consistency, and widespread liturgical
use. The Book of Jasher, while respected
as a historical source, was not
considered divinely inspired scripture
and thus was not preserved in the
canon.
Physical Deterioration: Ancient texts
were written on perishable materials like
papyrus and leather. Over centuries,
many texts simply rotted, burned, or
were destroyed due to war, climate, and
neglect.
Lack of Copying: Texts that were not
considered canonical were often not
copied with the same diligence as
scripture. As the original scrolls of the
Book of Jasher aged, they were not
systematically transcribed, leading to
their eventual loss.
Historical Context: After the
Babylonian exile and the subsequent
Hellenistic period, many ancient Hebrew



writings were lost as the cultural and
religious landscape of Israel changed.

For these reasons, the original Book of Jasher
mentioned in the Bible has not been seen for
well over two millennia. It exists in the Bible
only as a ghostly reference, a footnote to a
richer history that has now vanished.

Modern Texts Claiming
to Be the Book of Jasher

Despite the loss of the original, several texts
have appeared over the centuries, claiming to
be the authentic Book of Jasher. These are the
sources  most  people  encounter  when
searching for "the Book of Jasher" today. It is
critical  to  distinguish  between  the  biblical
reference and these later works.

The "Pseudo-Jasher" or the 18th-
Century Forgery

The most famous of these is a book published
in 1751 in London by a printer named Jacob
Ilive.  This  text,  often  called  the  "Pseudo-
Jasher," was quickly exposed as a forgery. Ilive
was  a  known  controversialist  and  had  a
reputation for publishing spurious works. His
"Book of Jasher" is an elaborate narrative that
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begins  with  Adam  and  continues  through
biblical  history,  but  it  contains  numerous
anachronisms, theological errors, and literary
styles  inconsistent  with  ancient  Hebrew
writing.  Scholars  universally  reject  it  as  a
genuine ancient text.

The "Sefer haYashar" (The Book of
the Righteous)

A  more  interest ing  text  is  the  "Sefer
haYashar," a medieval Hebrew work from the
12th or 13th century (some suggest it is based
on earlier sources). This book is a midrashic
chronicle that retells biblical stories from Adam
to  the  period  of  the  Judges,  interweaving
traditional Jewish legends and folklore. While it
is  a  valuable  source  for  understanding
medieval Jewish exegesis, it is not the Book of
Jasher  mentioned  in  the  Bible.  It  was  first
printed  in  Naples  in  1552  and  was  later
translated  into  English  in  the  19th  century.
Many  modern  readers,  unfamiliar  with  the
history  of  the  text,  mistakenly  believe  this
"Sefer haYashar" is the lost book. However, its
content  does  not  match  the  specific  biblical
citations (it does not contain Joshua's poem or
David's lament in their original form), and it is
clearly a later compilation.



How to Distinguish the
Real from the Fake

For anyone researching the Book of Jasher, it is
easy to become confused by the various texts
circulating online. Here are key points to help
you  distinguish  the  biblical  reference  from
later works:

Biblical Testimony is Primary: The1.
only authentic "Book of Jasher" is the
one referenced in Joshua and 2 Samuel.
We know it existed, but we do not have
its original text.
Analyze the Content: The biblical2.
citations suggest the Book of Jasher was
a collection of poetry and heroic songs.
The 1751 forgery is a prose narrative of
history from creation. The medieval
"Sefer haYashar" is a midrashic
expansion of the Torah and historical
books. Neither matches the poetic
nature implied by the Bible.
Check the Date: Any text claiming to3.
be the Book of Jasher that appears after
the first few centuries AD is almost
certainly a pseudepigraphal work—a text
written under a false name to gain
authority.
Consult Scholarly Consensus: Biblical4.
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scholars, historians, and archaeologists
unanimously agree that the original
Book of Jasher is lost. No credible
academic institution promotes any
modern text as the authentic Book of
Jasher.

The Significance of the
Book of Jasher in
Biblical Studies

Even  though  the  Book  of  Jasher  is  lost,  its
mention  in  the  Bible  is  highly  valuable.  It
provides important insights into the nature of
ancient Israelite literature and history.

Evidence of a Broader Literary
World: The references to Jasher prove
that the biblical authors drew upon a
wider body of literature. The Bible was
not written in a vacuum. The writers of
Joshua and Samuel assumed their
readers were familiar with this book,
showing a shared cultural and literary
heritage.
Corroboration of Historical Events:
The fact that Joshua's miracle is
recorded in Jasher suggests that this
event was not a late invention but was
celebrated and recorded in early



Israelite tradition.
The Power of Citation: The biblical
authors use the Book of Jasher as a
credible source, lending authority to
their own narrative. This use of external
sources is a mark of the historical
reliability of the biblical text.
Inspiration for Research: The mystery
of the Book of Jasher inspires ongoing
archaeological and scholarly research.
The discovery of similar lost texts (like
the Dead Sea Scrolls) gives hope that a
copy of Jasher might one day be found.

Lessons for the Modern
Reader

The  story  of  the  Book  of  Jasher  offers  several
valuable  lessons  for  those  interested  in  the
Bible and ancient history.

First, it teaches intellectual humility. There is
so much we do not know about the ancient
world.  The  Bible  itself  points  to  books  that
have  vanished,  reminding  us  that  our
understanding of biblical history is incomplete.
Second, it encourages critical thinking. When
encountering a text claiming to be an ancient
lost book, one must be discerning, checking its
origins, content, and the consensus of experts.



The Of Jasher Mentioned In The
Bible

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by
Rios & Higgins • Every book is a new adventure. •

Page 11

Third, it deepens our appreciation for the Bible
we do  have. The preservation of the biblical
canon over thousands of years is a remarkable
testament  to  the  care  and  dedication  of
scribes and communities who recognized the
authority of these texts.

While we may never read the original poems
of  the  "Book  of  the  Upright,"  the  fleeting
glimpse of it within the pages of Joshua and
Samuel enriches our reading of the Bible.  It
connects  us  to  a  living,  breathing  world  of
ancient  Israelite  culture,  where  songs  were
sung  on  battlefields  and  deeds  of  heroism
were  celebrated  in  national  epics.

Conclusion: An Enduring
Enigma of Biblical
History

The  Book  of  Jasher  mentioned  in  the  Bible
remains one of the most fascinating lost works
of antiquity. Referenced in moments of great
drama—Joshua's miraculous battle and David's
heart-wrenching  grief—it  served  as  a
repository of Israel's heroic poetry. While its
original  pages have crumbled into dust,  the
mystery  of  the  Book  of  Jasher  continues  to
captivate us. It stands as a silent witness to a



richer,  more complete ancient  world.  Today,
we are left with the echoes of its existence, a
reminder that the Bible is a window


