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How To Get To Easter Island

Introduction: The Allure of
the World’s Most Remote
Inhabited Island

Standing  before  a  line  of  colossal,  silent
stone guardians,  with  the vast  Pacific  Ocean
stretching  to  an  endless  horizon,  is  an
experience  that  lingers  in  the  memory
forever.  Easter Island, or Rapa Nui as it  is
known by  its  native  people,  is  a  place  of
profound mystery and breathtaking beauty. It

is a tiny speck of land, only about 63 square
miles,  located  over  2,000  miles  from  the
nearest  continental  population  center.  This
extreme  isolation  is  precisely  what  has
preserved its unique culture and iconic moai
statues,  but  it  also  presents  a  significant
logistical question for any traveler: how to
get to Easter Island.

This is not a destination you can visit on a
whim. The journey requires careful planning,
a  flexible  budget,  and  an  understanding  of



the very specific travel corridors that lead to
this remote outpost of Chile. Many assume it
is  an  easy  side-trip  from  mainland  South
America, but the reality involves a dedicated
flight,  strict  entry  requirements,  and  a
respect  for  the  island’s  fragile  ecosystem.
This  comprehensive  guide  will  walk  you
through every possible route,  the essential
paperwork, the best times to book, and all
the insider tips you need to turn the dream of
visiting Rapa Nui into a reality.

Whether you are a history buff, an adventure
seeker, or someone captivated by the idea of
standing at the edge of the world, knowing
exactly how to get to Easter Island is the
first  and  most  critical  step  of  your  journey.
Let us demystify the process and prepare you
for one of the most unforgettable trips on the

planet.

The Only Realistic Way:
The Flight to Easter Island

Let’s be clear from the start:  there are no
ferries,  cargo  ships  offering  passenger
berths, or cruise lines that regularly call here
as a simple port of call. For the vast majority
of independent travelers,  there is only one
viable answer to the question of how to get
to  Easter  Island:  by  air.  The  airport,
Mataveri  International  Airport  (IPC),  is  a
former NASA emergency landing strip for the
Space Shuttle.  It  is  long enough to handle
wide-body  aircraft,  but  it  serves  a  very
limited number of destinations.
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The Primary Gateway: Santiago,
Chile (SCL)

The undisputed capital  of  access to Easter
Island is Santiago, Chile. Currently, the only
airline  operating  regular  commercial  flights
to Mataveri Airport is LATAM Airlines. They
operate a near-daily service (with frequency
varying by season) connecting Arturo Merino
Benítez  International  Airport  (SCL)  in
Santiago to IPC. This is the standard route for
the vast majority of visitors.

Flight Duration: Approximately 5 to 6
hours non-stop.
Aircraft: Typically a Boeing 787
Dreamliner or an Airbus A350, which
are large, modern, and comfortable for
the long over-water hop.

Frequency: Usually one flight per day,
sometimes more during peak season
(December to March).

Booking this flight is the most crucial part of
planning.  Prices  are  notoriously  high  and
demand is intense. It  is not uncommon for
seats  to  sell  out  months  in  advance,
especially during the summer months and for
the  island’s  major  cultural  festival,  Tapati
Rapa Nui, held in February.

The Secondary Gateway: Tahiti
(PPT)

For those looking for a more adventurous or
multi-destination  itinerary,  there  is  a
tantalizing alternative. For a brief period each
year,  LATAM  also  operates  a  once-weekly



flight  connecting  Faa’a  International
Airport  (PPT)  in  Tahit i ,  French
Polynesia,  to  Easter  Island.  This  flight  is  a
continuation  of  the  Santiago  route.  It  flies
from  Santiago  to  Easter  Island,  then
continues  to  Tahiti,  and  returns  the  same
way.

This  route is  a  game-changer  for  travelers
who want to combine a trip to the moai with
the  stunning  islands  of  French  Polynesia
without backtracking through Chile. However,
it  is  seasonal  and the seats are extremely
limited.  If  you  are  planning  a  South  Pacific
journey that includes both destinations, this
is a spectacular way to do it.

Step-by-Step Planning:
Booking Your Tickets to
Rapa Nui

Knowing how to get to Easter Island  is
more than just  knowing the airport  codes.
The booking strategy is where most people
get tripped up. Here is a practical, step-by-
step approach to securing your seat on that
coveted flight.

1. Book as Far in Advance as
Possible

This  cannot  be  overstated.  Many  travelers
plan  their  trip  to  Easter  Island  a  year  in
advance.  LATAM  typically  releases  its  flight
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schedules about 11 months ahead of time. If
you  have  fixed  travel  dates,  book  the
moment  the  seats  become available.  Last-
minute bookings are possible but extremely
expensive and risky.

2. Choose Your Travel Dates
Wisely

The high season (December through March)
sees  the  highest  prices  and  the  most
competition for seats. The shoulder seasons
(April-May  and  October-November)  offer  a
much better  balance of  good weather  and
lower  demand.  The  absolute  lowest  prices
are usually found during the Chilean winter
(June-August), but the weather on the island
is cooler, windier, and rainier.

3. Consider a Package or Multi-
City Booking

LATAM  often  offers  packages  that  include
flights  and  accommodation  through  their
"LATAM  Pass"  or  "LATAM  Holidays"  portal.
Sometimes, these bundles can be more cost-
effective  than  booking  the  flight  alone.
Alternatively,  if  you  are  flying  from  North
America  or  Europe,  book  your  flight  to
Santiago and your Santiago-to-Easter Island
flight  as  a  single  "multi-city"  itinerary.  This
often saves money compared to booking two
separate, one-way tickets.

4. Join a Frequent Flyer Program

If  you are a member of  the LATAM Pass
program, American Airlines AAdvantage,



or  Delta  SkyMiles,  check  the  award
availability.  Mileage  redemptions  on  this
route can be a phenomenal value, especially
in business class,  if  you can find availability.
The airlines are partners, so miles can often
be transferred or used across programs.

5. Be Flexible with Your Stay

The  limited  flight  schedule  means  your  stay
on the island needs to  align with  the flights.
Most visitors plan for a minimum of 4 to 5
nights. This gives you three full days on the
island, which is the absolute minimum to see
the main sites and get a feel for the culture.
A week is ideal.

Entry Requirements and
Important Paperwork

Before you even think about the gate, you
need to have your documentation in perfect
order. The Chilean government and the Rapa
Nui  community have strict  rules to protect
the  island’s  environment  and  cultural
heritage.

Passport and Visa

You need a valid passport with at least six
months  of  validity  remaining.  Citizens  of
many countries (including the USA, Canada,
the UK, Australia, and most of Europe) do not
need a visa for tourism for stays of up to 90
d a y s .  H o w e v e r ,  c h e c k  t h e  l a t e s t
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requirements from the Chilean consulate in
your home country, as policies can change.

The National Park Entry Fee

This is the most important document you will
buy  on  the  island.  To  enter  the  Rapa Nui
National  Park  (which  includes  the  Rano
Raraku volcano crater,  Orongo, and all  the
major  moai  sites),  you  must  purchase  a
ticket.  As  of  recent  policy  changes,  all
travelers must pre-purchase their park
entry ticket online before arriving on the
island.  It  is  a multi-day pass,  and you will
need to show it at various checkpoints. The
price is around $80 USD per person. Do not
lose  it.  It  is  your  passport  to  the  entire
archaeological experience.

The Landing Card (Formulario
Único de Ingreso)

On  the  flight  from  Santiago,  the  crew  will
hand  you  a  spec ia l  form  cal led  the
"Formulario  Único  de  Ingreso."  You  must  fill
this out accurately. It collects basic personal
information,  your  accommodation  details,
and your flight number. This form is collected
by  immigration  officials  when  you  land  in
Mataveri.  Keep  the  stub;  you  will  need  to
return it when you leave the island.

Proof of Accommodation and
Return Ticket

When you check in for your flight in Santiago,
the airline will  almost  certainly  ask to  see
proof of your accommodation on the island (a



hotel  confirmation)  and  your  return  flight
ticket.  They  are  responsible  for  ensuring
passengers  do  not  get  stranded,  so  have
these documents ready in printed or digital
form.

What to Expect After You
Land: Arrival at Mataveri
Airport

Stepping  off  the  plane  onto  the  tarmac  at
Mataveri International Airport is a moment of
pure magic. The air is warm and humid, often
carrying  the  scent  of  the  ocean  and  the
island’s  lush  grasses.  The  airport  itself  is
small, open-air, and charmingly simple.

Immigration and Customs

The process is generally smooth but can be
slow  if  multiple  flights  arrive  close  together.
You will  have your customs form inspected
and your passport stamped. Be prepared for
a  friendly  but  thorough  check.  Do  not
attempt to bring any fresh fruit, vegetables,
seeds,  or  animal  products  onto  the island.
The  local  ecosystem  is  f ragi le,  and
biosecurity  is  taken  very  seriously.

Getting to Your Accommodation

The airport is located just outside the island’s
only  town,  Hanga  Roa.  Most  hotels  and
guesthouses  are  within  a  5  to  15-minute
drive or a pleasant 20-minute walk from the
terminal.  Many  accommodations  offer  a  free
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pick-up  service,  so  confirm  this  with  your
host  before  you  arrive.  Taxis  are  also
available  right  outside  the  arrivals  area.
There are no car rental counters inside the
terminal itself, but you can arrange a rental
in advance or find a local operator in town.

The currency on the island is  the Chilean
Peso (CLP)  and  the  US Dollar  (USD)  is
widely accepted, though you will get change
in pesos.  There is  a  bank with  an ATM in
Hanga Roa, but it can run out of cash. It is
wise to bring a reasonable amount of Chilean
pesos in cash from Santiago.

Common Questions and

Misconceptions About
Getting to Easter Island

There  is  a  lot  of  misinformation  floating
around about travel to Rapa Nui. Let’s clear
up  a  few  of  the  most  common  points  of
confusion that arise when researching how
to get to Easter Island.

Can I Take a Cruise?

Yes,  but  it  is  not  the  same.  Some luxury
expedition cruise lines (like Ponant, Silversea,
or Hurtigruten) include Easter Island as a port
of call on their South America or South Pacific
itineraries. This is a fantastic option for some,
but it is extremely expensive, the time on the
island is limited (usually one day), and you



are tied to the ship’s schedule.  It  is  not a
regular  ferry  service.  For  independent
travelers, the flight remains the only reliable
option.

Is It Safe?

Yes, Easter Island is considered very safe for
travelers. The local community is friendly and
w e l c o m i n g .  T h e  m a i n  r i s k s  a r e
environmental:  sunburn,  dehydration,  and
the  strong,  unpredictable  winds.  The  most
common "danger" is tripping on a loose rock
while hiking near the moai.

Can I Fly From the United States
Directly?

No.  There  are  no  direct  flights  from  North

America, Europe, or Asia to Easter Island. You
must  fly  through  Santiago,  Chile.  There  are
no  connecting  flights  through  other  South
American cities like Lima or Buenos Aires that
go directly to Easter Island.

What If I Miss My Flight?

This is a traveler's nightmare, but it happens.
If  you  miss  your  flight  from  Santiago  to
Easter Island, LATAM will likely rebook you on
the next available flight, which could be days
later.  There  is  only  one  flight  per  day.  Your
best  bet  is  to  have  travel  insurance  that
covers  trip  interruption  and  to  arrive  in
Santiago at  least  one full  day before your
connecting flight to Rapa Nui.
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Final Thoughts: Turning
the Impossible Journey

into a Reality

Understanding how to get to Easter Island
is the first and most challenging piece of the
puzzle. It requires patience, careful planning,
and a willingness to invest in a truly unique

experience. The barriers to entry—the single
ai r l ine,  the  h igh  fares,  the  l imited
frequencies,  the  pre-requisite  stop  in
Santiago—are  part  of  what  makes  the
destination  so  special.  They  filter  out  the
casual  tourist  and  ensure  that  those  who
make the journey are genuinely committed
to  exploring  one  of  the  most  remote  and
culturally significant places


