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Pa Notary Practice
Test

Mastering
the
Pennsylvania
Notary Exam:
Your Guide to
the PA
Notary
Practice Test

Becoming  a  notary
p u b l i c  i n  t h e
Commonwealth  of
Pennsylvania  is  a
s i g n i f i c a n t
p r o f e s s i o n a l
achievement. It opens
doors  to  a  rewarding
c a r e e r ,  o f f e r i n g

f l e x i b i l i t y ,
independence, and the
opportunity  to  serve
your  community  by
acting as an impartial
witness  for  important
document  signings.
However,  before  you
can  stamp  your  first
document,  you  must
first  clear  a  crucial
hurdle:  the  state-
mandated  notary
exam.  This  is  where
t h e  P A  N o t a r y
P r a c t i c e  T e s t
becomes  your  most
valuable  study  tool.
This  comprehensive
guide  will  walk  you
through  everything
you  need  to  know



a b o u t  t h e
Pennsylvania  notary
e x a m ,  h o w  t o
e f f e c t i v e l y  u s e
practice tests, and the
key concepts you must
master  to  pass  with
confidence.

Understandin
g the
Pennsylvania
Notary Public
Exam

The  Pennsylvania
Department  of  State
requires all applicants
for  a  notary  public
commission to  pass a
written  examination.
This  is  not  a  test  of
y o u r  g e n e r a l
knowledge;  i t  is  a
focused assessment of
your understanding of
the  Pennsylvania
Notary Act (Act 73 of
2013,  as  amended)

and the best practices
of  notarization.  The
exam  is  designed  to
ensure  that  every
commissioned  notary
understands  their
l e g a l  d u t i e s ,
responsibilities,  and
t h e  s e v e r e
consequences  o f
misconduct.

Exam Format and
Structure

The  Pennsylvania
n o t a r y  e x a m  i s
typically  a  multiple-
choice test. While the
e x a c t  n u m b e r  o f
questions  can  vary
slightly,  you  should
expect  to  answer
between  30  and  50
questions.  You  are
given  a  specific  time
limit,  usually  around
one hour, to complete
the  exam.  A  passing
score is generally 70%
o r  h i g h e r .  T h e
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questions  are  drawn
direct ly  f rom  the
official  state  notary
handbook  and  the
Pennsylvania  Notary
Act.

Why the Exam
Matters

This exam is not just a
formality.  It  serves  a
critical  purpose:  to
protect  the  public.  A
notary  public  holds  a
posit ion  of  publ ic
t r u s t .  E r r o r s  i n
notarization  can  lead
t o  f r a u d u l e n t
documents ,  legal
disputes, and financial
loss  for  individuals
and  businesses.  By
requiring  a  rigorous
exam,  Pennsylvania
ensures  that  only
c o m p e t e n t  a n d
k n o w l e d g e a b l e
individuals  receive  a
commission.  Using  a
PA  Notary  Practice

Tes t  i s  t h e  m o s t
e f f e c t i v e  w a y  t o
ensure you are one of
those individuals.

The Critical
Role of the
PA Notary
Practice Test

Simply  reading  the
Pennsylvania  Notary
Act is not enough. The
l a w  i s  d e n s e ,
technical,  and  filled
with  nuances.  A  PA
Notary Practice Test
b r i d g e s  t h e  g a p
be tween  pass i ve
reading  and  active
understanding. Here is
why practice tests are
indispensable for your
preparation.

Identifying
Knowledge Gaps

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t



powerful  uses  of  a
p r a c t i c e  t e s t  i s
diagnostics. By taking
an  initial  practice
exam, you can quickly
identify  which  areas
you  understand  well
and  which  top ics
require  more  study.
Are  you  struggling
with  the  rules  for
a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s
versus jurats? Are the
definitions of "credible
w i t n e s s "  o r
"satisfactory evidence"
still  fuzzy? A practice
test will pinpoint these
w e a k  s p o t s
immediately,  allowing
you  to  focus  your
study time where it is
most needed.

Familiarizing
Yourself with the
Language

The notary exam uses
s p e c i f i c  l e g a l
terminology.  Words

l i k e  " a f f i a n t , "
" d e p o n e n t , "
" p r i n c i p a l , "  a n d
"grantor"  appear
frequently.  The  PA
Notary Practice Test
immerses  you  in  this
language, helping you
become  comfortable
with  the  vocabulary
you will encounter on
the actual exam and in
your  future  career.
T h i s  f a m i l i a r i t y
reduces  tes t -day
anxiety  and  improves
y o u r  r e a d i n g
comprehension speed.

Building Test-
Taking Stamina
and Confidence

T h e r e  i s  a
p s y c h o l o g i c a l
component  to  any
exam.  Practice  tests
simulate  the  pressure
o f  a  t i m e d
env i ronment .  By
taking  several  full-
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length practice exams,
you train your brain to
maintain focus for the
duration  of  the  test.
Y o u  a l s o  b u i l d
confidence. Every time
you  score  well  on  a
practice  test ,  you
reinforce  your  belief
that you can pass the
real exam. Confidence
is  a  major  factor  in
test performance.

Understanding
Question Styles

Not all multiple-choice
questions  are  created
equal. Some questions
will  test  direct  recall
(e.g.,  "What  is  the
correct  fee  for  an
acknowledgment?").
Others  will  present  a
scenario  and  ask  you
to apply the law (e.g.,
"If a signer cannot be
physically  present,
what  exception  might
apply?"). A PA Notary

Practice Test exposes
you  to  the  various
question  styles  used
by  the  Pennsylvania
Department  of  State,
s o  t h e r e  a r e  n o
surprises on test day.

Key Topics
Covered in
the PA
Notary Exam

To  effectively  use  a
practice test, you need
to know what subjects
you will be tested on.
The following are the
core content areas you
must master.

The Pennsylvania
Notary Act (Act
73 of 2013)

This is the foundation
of  the  entire  exam.
You  need  to  have  a
t h o r o u g h



understanding  of  the
Act itself, including its
d e f i n i t i o n s ,
prohibit ions,  and
requirements.  Key
areas  include:

Definitions:
Know the precise
definitions of
"acknowledgmen
t," "jurat," "oath,"
"affirmation,"
"verification on
oath or
affirmation,"
"copy
certification,"
"journal,"
"notarial
certificate,"
"principal,"
"satisfactory
evidence," and
"credible
witness."
Prohibited
Acts:
Understand what
a notary is not
allowed to do,
such as giving

legal advice,
notarizing a
document
without the
signer being
present, or
performing a
notarization for a
family member.
Signature and
Seal
Requirements:
Know the rules
for your official
notary signature,
your official seal
(which must be
embossed or
inked), and the
required
wording.

Notarial Acts

You  must  be  able  to
distinguish  between
the  different  types  of
notarial acts and know
the correct procedure
for each.

Acknowledgme
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nts: The signer
personally
appears and
acknowledges
signing the
document
voluntarily. The
notary does not
need to swear or
affirm the signer.
Jurats: The
signer personally
appears, signs
the document in
the notary's
presence (or
swears to a
previous
signature), and
takes an oath or
affirmation that
the contents are
true. A jurat
requires an oath.
Copy
Certifications:
The notary
certifies that a
copy of a
document is a
true and

accurate
reproduction of
the original. You
must understand
when this is and
is not allowed
(e.g., you cannot
certify copies of
vital records like
birth or marriage
certificates).
Oaths and
Affirmations:
Know the
difference
between an oath
(invoking a
Supreme Being)
and an
affirmation (a
solemn pledge
without religious
reference).

Screening and
Identification

One  of  the  notary's
most important duties
is to properly identify
the  signer.  The  exam



w i l l  t e s t  y o u r
k n o w l e d g e  o f
acceptable  forms  of
identification.

Satisfactory
Evidence: This
means a current
passport, a
current driver's
license, a current
state-issued ID
card, or a
current U.S.
military ID. A
driving privilege
card is not
acceptable.
Personal
Knowledge: The
notary can also
identify a signer
based on their
personal
knowledge of the
individual.
Credible
Witnesses: If a
signer does not
have satisfactory
evidence, you
can use one or

two credible
witnesses who
personally know
the signer and
who themselves
have satisfactory
evidence. The
rules for using
credible
witnesses are
specific and
heavily tested.

Journal Keeping

Pennsylvania  notaries
are required to keep a
physical  or  electronic
journal  of  all  notarial
acts.  The  exam  will
test your knowledge of
w h a t  m u s t  b e
r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e
journal.

Required
Entries: Date
and time of the
notarization, type
of notarial act,
type of
document,
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signature of the
principal, the fee
(if any), and a
description of the
identification
method.
Journal as
Evidence:
Understand that
the journal is a
legal record and
can be
subpoenaed.

Fees and
Compensation

Pennsylvania  sets  the
m a x i m u m  f e e s  a
notary can charge for
their  services.  The
exam  will  ask  about
these fees.

Maximum Fees:
You must know
the current
maximum fee for
an
acknowledgment,
a jurat, a copy
certification, and

an oath or
affirmation.
Travel Fees:
Understand the
rules for
charging travel
fees and how
they must be
communicated to
the client in
advance.

Remote Online
Notarization
(RON)

Pennsylvania  has
adopted laws allowing
for  remote  onl ine
notarization. This is a
growing  area  and  is
likely to appear on the
exam.

Technology
Requirements:
Understand the
use of audio-
visual
technology,
communication
technology, and



identity proofing.
Record
Retention:
Know the rules
for recording and
retaining the
audio-visual
recording of a
RON session.

How to
Effectively
Use a PA
Notary
Practice Test

S i m p l y  t a k i n g  a
practice test randomly
is  not  an  effective
study  strategy.  To
maximize the benefits,
follow  a  structured
approach.

Start with a1.
Baseline Test:
Before you begin
studying in
earnest, take a

practice test
without any
preparation. This
gives you a
realistic baseline
score and clearly
shows you where
you need to focus
your efforts.
Study the2.
Content: Based
on your baseline
test results, go
back to the
Pennsylvania
Notary Act and
the official
notary handbook.
Study the
specific sections
where you
performed
poorly. Do not
just read; take
notes, create
flashcards, and
discuss concepts
with other
candidates.
Take a Second3.
Practice Test:
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After a period of
targeted study,
take a second
practice test.
Compare your
score to your
baseline. You
should see
improvement.
This test will also
reveal any
remaining weak
spots that need
further attention.
Focus on Weak4.
Areas: Repeat
step two, this
time
concentrating on
the areas you
still find
challenging. Use
the practice test
as a guide to drill
down on specific
topics, such as
the rules for
credible
witnesses or the
definitions of
various notarial

acts.
Take a Final5.
Practice Test:
As your exam
date approaches,
take a full-length,
timed practice
test. Simulate
the actual exam
environment as
closely as
possible. This
will build your
stamina and test
your readiness. If
you score
consistently
above 80% on
these final
practice tests,
you are likely
well-prepared for
the real exam.

Common
Mistakes to
Avoid on the



PA Notary
Exam

Even with a good PA
Notary Practice Test
reg imen,  cer ta in
mistakes can trip you
up. Be aware of these
common pitfalls.

Confusing
Acknowledgme
nts and Jurats:
This is one of the
most common
errors.
Remember, a
jurat requires an
oath; an
acknowledgment
does not.
Misunderstandi
ng "Personal
Knowledge":
"Personal
knowledge"
means the notary
knows the signer
for a sufficient
period to
confidently

identify them. It
does not mean
the notary simply
believes the
identification
looks correct.
Forgetting the
Prohibitions:
The exam will
specifically ask
what a notary is
prohibited from
doing. Know the
list of prohibited
acts cold.
Overthinking
Scenario
Questions:
Many questions
present a
detailed
scenario. Focus
on the relevant
legal principle
and do not get
distracted by
irrelevant
details.
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Beyond the
Practice Test:
Additional
Study

Resources

While the PA Notary
Practice Test is your
best tool, it should be
par t  o f  a  broader
s t u d y  p l a n .
Supplement  your
practice  tests  with
these  resources:

The
Pennsylvania
Notary Act (Act
73 of 2013):
Read the actual
law. It is the
ultimate
authority.
The Official
Pennsylvania
Notary Public
Handbook:
Published by the
Department of

State, this
handbook
summarizes the
law and is the
basis for the
exam.
Online Courses:
Several providers
offer PA-specific
notary exam
preparation
courses that
include video
lessons,
flashcards, and
practice tests.
Study Groups:
Connecting with
other notary
candidates online
or in person can
provide valuable
support and
different
perspectives on
the material.

Conclusion:



Your Path to
a Notary

Commission

E a r n i n g  y o u r
Pennsylvania  notary
public commission is a
process  that  requires
d e d i c a t i o n  a n d
focused study. The PA
Notary Practice Test
is not just a tool; it is
the cornerstone of an
effective  study  plan.
By using practice tests
s t r a t e g i c a l l y  t o
i d e n t i f y  y o u r
weaknesses,  build

your  confidence,  and
master  the  language
and  concepts  of  the
Pennsylvania  Notary
Act,  you  are  setting
y o u r s e l f  u p  f o r
success. Remember to
combine your practice
t e s t  w o r k  w i t h  a
thorough review of the
official materials. With
consistent effort and a
smart study approach,
you can pass the exam
with  confidence  and
take the next  step in
y o u r  c a r e e r  a s  a
trusted  Pennsylvania
notary  public.  Good
luck  on  your  journey.


