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The Hiding Place Chapter 6 Summary

Introduction: The Significance of
Chapter 6 in The Hiding Place

Chapter 6 of The Hiding Place by Corrie ten Boom marks a
pivotal turning point in the memoir. It is the chapter where
the ten Boom family moves from quiet resistance to active,
life-risking  participation  in  the  Dutch  underground.  In  this
chapter, Corrie and her sister Betsie, along with their father
Casper,  make  the  courageous  decision  to  hide  Jewish
refugees  from  the  Nazi  regime.  A  The  Hiding  Place
Chapter  6  Summary  reveals  not  only  the  logistics  of
creating  a  secret  room  but  also  the  spiritual  and  moral
resolve  that  defines  the  book.  This  chapter  is  often  studied
for  its  themes  of  faith,  sacrifice,  and  the  human  cost  of
standing against evil. For readers encountering the story for
the  first  time,  Chapter  6  serves  as  the  moment  the  family’s
ordinary  life  in  Haarlem transforms  into  an  extraordinary
mission.

Setting the Stage: Haarlem Under
Nazi Occupation

To  fully  understand  The  Hiding  Place  Chapter  6
Summary, it is essential to recall the historical context. By
this  point  in  the  book,  World  War  II  has  engulfed  the
Netherlands. The Nazis have occupied the country, and anti-
Jewish measures are intensifying. Corrie’s family runs a watch
shop in Haarlem, and their Christian faith is the foundation of
their  daily life.  In earlier  chapters,  readers see the family
helping their Jewish neighbors in small ways—providing food,
offering comfort. But Chapter 6 is where the danger becomes
personal. When a Jewish woman named Mrs. Kleermaker (or,
in  some  editions,  a  different  name)  arrives  at  their  door
desperate for shelter, the ten Booms are forced to decide
whether they will risk everything to obey God’s call to protect
the innocent.

The  power  of  this  chapter  lies  in  its  quiet,  unadorned
narrative.  Corrie  writes  with  a  matter-of-fact  tone  that
highlights  the  family’s  deep  conviction.  They  do  not  see
themselves as heroes; they simply see a need and respond.
This is why a careful **summary of The Hiding Place Chapter
6**  often  emphasizes  the  ordinary  nature  of  their
extraordinary  courage.

The Arrival of the First Jewish Guest

The chapter opens with a knock at the door of the Beje, the
ten  Boom home  above  the  watch  shop.  A  woman—terrified,
breathless—asks for help. She is a Jewish mother who has
heard that the ten Booms are “good people.” Corrie notes
that the woman carries a small suitcase and the weight of
desperation. Casper ten Boom, without hesitation, welcomes
her inside. This moment is the catalyst for everything that
follows.  In The Hiding Place Chapter 6 Summary,  this
scene is often highlighted as the point of no return. Casper’s
simple  statement—“You  are  safe  here”—embodies  the
family’s  theology:  they believe that  God places  people  in
their path for a reason, and they must act accordingly.

The woman cannot stay long-term in the open, however. The
family  realizes  they  need a  permanent  hiding  place.  This
leads to one of the most memorable sequences in the book:
the construction of the secret room.

Building the Hiding Place: The Secret Room

Corrie’s  brother  Willem,  a  pastor  involved  in  the  Dutch
resistance,  connects  the  family  with  an  architect  who
specializes in creating hidden spaces. The architect, a man
named Mr. Smit (or simply “the builder”), comes to the Beje
and assesses the upper bedroom. He proposes building a
false wall that would create a narrow space behind it—just
large enough for several people to stand or sit. The entrance
to this hiding place would be through a sliding panel in the
closet. This hidden room, referred to as “the hiding place,”
becomes the central symbol of the book.

A detailed The Hiding Place Chapter 6 Summary cannot
overlook the practical  challenges.  The family must do the
construction  secretly,  at  night,  to  avoid  suspicion  from
neighbors  who  might  be  informants.  Corrie  describes  the
dust, the careful disposal of debris, and the constant fear of a
knock  on  the  door  from the  Gestapo.  The  process  takes
several  weeks.  During  this  time,  the  first  Jewish  guest
remains hidden in the attic or with sympathetic friends. The
family also installs  an alarm system: a buzzer that warns
everyone  in  the  house  when police  or  soldiers  approach.
These  details  ground  the  spiritual  story  in  gritty  reality,
showing that faith does not eliminate fear but provides the
strength to act despite it.

Character Insights in Chapter 6

Chapter  6  deepens  our  understanding  of  the  three  main
characters: Corrie, Betsie, and Casper. Each responds to the
crisis in a way that reflects their personality and faith.

Corrie ten Boom: The Pragmatic Activist

Corrie is the narrator and the most practical member of the
family.  In  this  chapter,  she takes charge of  logistics.  She
coordinates with the resistance, manages the watch shop as
a front, and oversees the construction. Her faith is active and
problem-solving. She does not question whether they should
help;  she  asks  how.  In  The  Hiding  Place  Chapter  6
Summary, Corrie’s decisiveness stands out. She is the one
who insists on building the hiding place properly, even when
it  seems impossible.  Her  love  for  her  family  and  for  the
persecuted Jews drives her to take risks that  most  would
consider  reckless.  Yet  her  narrative  also  shows  her
vulnerability—she admits to lying awake at night, listening for
footsteps on the stairs.

Betsie ten Boom: The Gentle Strength

Betsie, Corrie’s older sister, is often portrayed as the spiritual
heart of the family. In Chapter 6, she is quieter but no less
committed. While Corrie focuses on action, Betsie provides
emotional and prayerful support. She is the one who calms
the  first  Jewish  guest,  offering  tea  and  a  listening  ear.  She
also suggests that they trust God for each step rather than
trying  to  anticipate  every  danger.  Betsie’s  perspective  is
essential  to  the  chapter’s  thematic  depth.  She  sees  the
hiding  place  not  just  as  a  physical  structure  but  as  a
testament to God’s provision. A thorough **summary of The
Hiding  Place  Chapter  6**  typically  contrasts  Corrie’s
pragmatic  faith  with  Betsie’s  mystical  trust.

Casper ten Boom: The Patriarch of Conscience

Father ten Boom is in his eighties by this time, but his moral



clarity  is  unwavering.  When  asked  by  the  architect  if  he
realizes the risk—imprisonment, even death—Casper replies,
“I would consider it an honor to give my life for God’s chosen
people.” This line is one of the most quoted in the book. In
Chapter 6, Casper’s role is that of the anchor. While Corrie
and Betsie do the heavy lifting, Casper’s quiet authority gives
them the courage to continue.  He reminds them that the
hiding place is not just a room but a sanctuary built on faith.
His character reinforces the theme that obedience to God
outweighs all human laws.

The Theological Underpinnings of
the Chapter

One cannot discuss The Hiding Place Chapter 6 Summary
without addressing its religious dimensions. The ten Booms
were devout Christians who believed in the Bible’s command
to  love  your  neighbor  as  yourself.  They  interpreted  this
command  as  absolute,  even  when  it  meant  defying  Nazi
decrees.  Chapter  6  shows  the  family  wrestling  with  the
implications of their faith. Is it right to lie to protect others? Is
it ethical to build a secret room that might get them all killed?
The family’s solution is to rely on prayer and scripture. They
read  passages  about  God  being  a  refuge  and  a  hiding
place—language  that  gives  the  physical  hiding  place  a
spiritual meaning. The chapter suggests that true safety is
found not in walls but in the will of God.

This theological framework is what separates the ten Booms
from ordinary resistance fighters. They do not hate the Nazis;
they see them as misguided souls in need of redemption. This
perspective is both inspiring and challenging and is a key
reason why The Hiding Place remains a classic in Christian
literature.

Key Events in Chapter 6: A Bulleted
Overview

For clarity, here is a chronological breakdown of the major
events in the chapter, presented in a list format that could be
useful for readers seeking a quick reference.

The knock at the door: A Jewish woman arrives
seeking refuge. Casper welcomes her immediately.
Family meeting: The ten Booms discuss the need for
a permanent hiding place. They agree to proceed.
Contact with the resistance: Willem introduces
them to an architect who specializes in hidden rooms.
Construction of the false wall: The family works at
night to build a tiny room behind the closet in Corrie’s
bedroom.

Installation of the alarm system: They add a buzzer
that links to the shop floor to warn of approaching
police.
Testing the hiding place: The family practices a drill
to ensure the hidden guests can squeeze in silently and
quickly.
First guests move in: A small group of Jewish
refugees arrives and is led into the hiding place.
Moment of reflection: Corrie ends the chapter
contemplating the cost and the blessing of their
decision.

This list captures the essence of The Hiding Place Chapter
6 Summary while omitting the rich descriptive details that
make the chapter so moving.

The Hiding Place as a Symbol

By the end of Chapter 6, the literal hiding place has been
constructed. But Corrie’s writing elevates it into a symbol.
The false wall  becomes a metaphor for the way faith can
conceal  and  protect  what  is  precious.  The  narrow
space—dark,  cramped,  and  uncomfortable—represents  the
cost of discipleship. Those who hide inside must trust not only
the physical walls but also the people outside who are risking
their lives. In a broader sense, The Hiding Place Chapter 6
Summary is about the human capacity to create sanctuary
in the midst of horror. It is a chapter that asks readers: What
would you do if someone knocked on your door?

Why This Chapter Matters for
Readers and Students

Students of history, literature, and theology often focus on
Chapter 6 because it encapsulates the core moral dilemma of
the Holocaust: the choice between complicity and resistance.
The ten Booms were ordinary people who chose to act. Their
story,  told  in  this  chapter,  provides  a  powerful  counter-
narrative to the evil of the Nazi regime. For modern readers,
the  chapter  offers  lessons  about  courage,  community,  and
the importance of small acts of kindness. A well-crafted The
Hiding Place Chapter 6 Summary can serve as a study
guide or a discussion starter in both classroom and book club
settings.

Additionally, the chapter introduces the practical mechanics
of  hiding—something  that  many  students  may  not  have
considered. The ten Booms had to think about food, water,
sanitation,  and  silence.  They  had  to  invent  a  system for
signaling danger.  These details  make the history tangible.
They also highlight the network of helpers that existed across
Europe, people who, like the ten Booms, built secret


