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Four Fudge Books By Judy
Blume By Judy Blume

The Complete Guide
to the Four Fudge
Books by Judy Blume

Few  authors  have  shaped  the
landscape  of  children's  literature
quite like Judy Blume. Her honest,
funny,  and deeply relatable stories
have  been  a  rite  of  passage  for

generations  of  young  readers.
Among her  most  beloved works  is
the  hilarious  and  heartwarming
series  about  the  Hatcher  family,
centered on the irrepressible Farley
Drexel  Hatcher,  better  known  as
Fudge. The Four Fudge Books by
Judy  Blume  By  Judy  Blume
—Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing,
Superfudge,  Fudge-a-Mania,  and



Double Fudge—are classic children's
books  that  have  delighted  readers
s i n c e  t h e  1 9 7 0 s .  I n  t h i s
comprehensive  guide,  we  will
explore  each  book  in  the  series,
examining its plot,  characters,  and
the  enduring  themes  that  make
these stories timeless. Whether you
are a long-time fan or a new reader
discovering these gems for the first
time, this article will provide a deep
dive into the world of Peter Hatcher
and  his  mischievous  little  brother,
Fudge.

Why the Fudge Series

Remains a Staple of
Children's Literature

Before we delve into each book, it is
important  to  understand  why  the
Four Fudge Books by Judy Blume
By Judy Blume have such a lasting
impact. Judy Blume has a unique gift
for capturing the authentic voice of
a child. She writes about the real,
often  messy,  emotions  that  kids
experience:  jealousy,  frustration,
l o v e ,  a n d  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r
independence.  Peter  Hatcher,  the
narrator  of  the  series,  provides  a
perfect lens through which readers
experience the chaos Fudge creates.
The books are masters of humorous
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fiction for kids, balancing laugh-out-
loud  moments  wi th  genuine
emotional  depth.  The  family
dynamics explored in the series are
universal, making them relatable to
readers of  all  ages.  Moreover,  the
series has grown with its audience,
tackling increasingly mature topics
as the characters age.

The Four Fudge
Books in Order: A
Detailed Look

To truly appreciate the series, it is
best to read the books in the order
they were written. Each installment
builds upon the last, developing the

characters  and  their  relationships.
Let us take a closer look at each of
the  Four  Fudge  Books  by  Judy
Blume By Judy Blume.

1. Tales of a Fourth Grade
Nothing: The Beginning of
the Chaos

The  f irst  book  in  the  ser ies ,
published in 1972, introduces us to
nine-year-old Peter Hatcher and his
two-and-a-half-year-old  brother,
Fudge.  Peter  is  a  typical  fourth
grader who just wants some peace
and quiet, but Fudge is a whirlwind
of trouble. From throwing tantrums
in shoe stores to swallowing Peter's
pet  turtle,  Dribble,  Fudge's  antics



are  both  hilarious  and  infuriating.
This  book  establishes  the  central
conflict  of  the  series:  Peter's
struggle to maintain his identity and
sanity in the shadow of his younger
brother's outrageous behavior.  The
book is a masterclass in children's
literature  classics,  showing  how
sibling rivalry can be both a source
of frustration and a strange form of
love. The honest voice of Peter, who
often  feels  overlooked  by  his
parents,  resonates  with  older
siblings  everywhere.

Key  themes  in  Tales  of  a  Fourth
G r a d e  N o t h i n g  i n c l u d e
responsibility,  patience,  and  the
search  for  individual  recognition.

The book also introduces memorable
characters like Peter's  best  friend,
Jimmy Fargo, and the supportive but
often  exasperated  Mr.  and  Mrs.
Hatcher. The humor is derived from
the absurd situations Fudge creates,
but  the  heart  of  the  story  lies  in
Peter's  emotional  journey.  This
foundational book sets the stage for
the  entire  series,  making  it  an
essential read for anyone exploring
the Fudge book series.

2. Superfudge: Facing
Change and New Challenges

The second installment, Superfudge
(1980), picks up a few years later.
Peter is now in sixth grade and is
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thrilled  to  learn  that  Fudge  will
finally  be  going  to  kindergarten.
However,  his  hopes for a peaceful
life  are  dashed  when  his  parents
announce that the family is moving
to Princeton, New Jersey, for a year.
To  make  matters  worse,  Mrs.
Hatcher is pregnant. The arrival of a
new  baby  sister,  Tootsie,  adds
another layer  of  complexity  to  the
family dynamics. In this book, Fudge
decides  he  is  called  "Superfudge"
and  insists  on  wearing  a  cape,
leading  to  even  more  outlandish
behavior.

This book is particularly strong in its
exploration  of  family  relationships
and change. Peter must navigate a

new school, the challenges of being
an older brother to a baby, and his
ongoing  rivalry  with  Fudge.  The
book also  introduces a  new friend
for Peter, Alex Santos, and his gruff
but  kind  father.  The  themes  of
family dynamics in literature are
front  and  center,  as  the  Hatcher
family  learns  to  adapt  to  new
circumstances.  The humor remains
sharp,  but  there  is  a  noticeable
growth  in  Peter's  maturity  as  he
begins  to  understand  his  parents'
perspect ives  a  l i t t le  better.
Superfudge is a wonderful example
of  how  Judy  Blume  handles  the
complexities  of  growing  up  with
humor  and  heart.



3. Fudge-a-Mania: A
Summer of Misadventures

In  Fudge-a-Mania  (1990),  the
Hatcher family heads to Maine for a
summer vacation. Peter is excited to
spend  time  with  his  best  friend,
Jimmy  Fargo,  but  his  plans  are
ruined when he discovers that both
the Tubman family (including Sheila
Tubman, a girl Peter cannot stand)
and  the  Cooney  family  (including
Fudge's nemesis, Richie Potter) are
also  staying  nearby.  The  summer
becomes a series of chaotic events,
including  a  run-in  with  a  bear,  a
disastrous  boat  trip,  and  Fudge's
ongoing obsession with money and
eggs.

This book is perhaps the most purely
comedic  entry  in  the  series.  The
focus is on the hilarity of a family
vacation  gone  wrong.  However,
beneath  the  laughter,  there  are
themes  of  compromise,  tolerance,
and  the  importance  of  family  and
friends.  Peter's  relationship  with
Sheila  Tubman  evolves  from  pure
annoyance  to  a  grudging  respect.
The book also explores the idea of
growing  up  and  the  challenges  of
dealing  with  people  you  do  not
always get along with. For fans of
the  series,  Fudge-a-Mania  is  a
del ightful  continuation  that
maintains the charm of the earlier
b o o k s  w h i l e  o f f e r i n g  n e w
adventures.  It  is  a  must-read  for
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anyone who loves funny books for
kids.

4. Double Fudge: Double the
Trouble and Double the
Family

The final book in the series, Double
Fudge  (2002), was released over a
decade after Fudge-a-Mania. In this
installment, Peter is now a teenager,
and Fudge is in fourth grade. The
story begins when Fudge becomes
obsessed with money, leading him to
create  his  own  currency  called
"Fudge Bucks."  The family's  life is
turned upside down when they meet
their long-lost cousins from Hawaii:
Howie  Hatcher  and  his  family,

including two young children named
Farley  and  Flora,  who  are  even
more  trouble  than  Fudge.  The
Hatcher  household  becomes  a
chaotic  mix  of  cousins,  pets,  and
misunderstandings.

Double  Fudge  explores  themes  of
identity, family history, and the true
meaning  of  wealth  and  happiness.
Fudge’s  fascination  with  money
serves  as  a  vehicle  for  teaching
valuable lessons about what is truly
important in life. The introduction of
the cousins adds a fresh dynamic to
the series, showing how family can
be  a  source  o f  bo th  j oy  and
frustration. This book also provides
a satisfying conclusion to the series,



as Peter  gains a  new appreciation
for his  own family,  quirks and all.
For  long-time  readers,  Double
F u d g e  i s  a  n o s t a l g i c  a n d
heartwarming return to the world of
the Hatcher family. It solidifies the
series  as  a  cornerstone  of  Judy
Blume books.

The Characters That
Make the Series
Unforgettable

The  success  of  the  Four  Fudge
Books  by  Judy  Blume  By  Judy
Blume  is  largely  due  to  its  well-
drawn characters. Each member of
the  Hatcher  family  is  distinct  and

memorable.

Peter Warren Hatcher: The
voice of reason and the
narrator of the series. Peter is
a smart, funny, and often
frustrated older brother. His
perspective allows readers to
see both the absurdity and the
heart of Fudge's antics. He is a
relatable character who wants
to be noticed for his own
achievements.
Farley Drexel Hatcher
(Fudge): The namesake of the
series. Fudge is a whirlwind of
energy, creativity, and
mischief. He is not malicious,
just endlessly curious and
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impulsive. He is one of the
most memorable characters in
classic children's books.
Mr. and Mrs. Hatcher: The
parents are portrayed with a
blend of love and exasperation.
They try to be fair and
understanding, but they are
often overwhelmed by Fudge's
behavior. They represent the
challenges of parenting in a
humorous and realistic way.
Tootsie (Tamara Roxanne
Hatcher): The baby sister
introduced in Superfudge. She
adds a new layer to the family
dynamics and often becomes
the focus of Fudge's misguided
attempts at caregiving.

Sheila Tubman: An
occasional antagonist and
friend. She is bossy and prissy,
but she also shows a softer
side as the series progresses.
Her relationship with Peter
evolves throughout the books.

The Enduring Appeal
of the Fudge Series

What makes the Fudge book series
so enduring? The answer lies in the
universal themes and the authentic
voice of Judy Blume. The books are
not just  about a little  boy causing
trouble; they are about growing up,
dealing  with  change,  and  finding



your  place  in  your  family.  The
humor is timeless, and the emotional
truths are still  relevant for today's
readers.  In  an  age  of  flashy,  fast-
paced media, the gentle, character-
driven stories of the Hatcher family
offer  a  refreshing change of  pace.
They  invite  readers  to  slow  down
and laugh along with the chaos of
everyday life.

Furthermore, the series has a strong

sense  of  continuity.  Readers  grow
up with Peter and Fudge, witnessing
their development from childhood to
adolescence.  This  long-term
character development is one of the
hallmarks of Judy Blume's books.
The books also encourage a lifelong
love of reading. Many adults fondly
remember  reading  these  books  as
children and now share them with
t h e i r  o w n  k i d s .  T h i s
intergenerational


