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The Enduring Fascination with the Titanic
Passenger Manifest

The sinking of the RMS Titanic on April 15, 1912, remains one of the most studied
and remembered maritime disasters in history. While the ship's engineering
failures and the heroism of that night captivate us, the human element is what
truly resonates. At the heart of this human story lies the list of passengers on
Titanic—a document that transforms a historical event into a collection of
individual narratives. These manifests, carefully compiled at Southampton,
Cherbourg, and Queenstown, offer a snapshot of early 20th-century society, from
millionaires and industrialists to poor emigrants seeking a new life. Exploring this
list reveals not just who was aboard but also the social hierarchies, dreams, and
tragedies of the 2,224 souls who sailed.
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Understanding the Composition of the Titanic's
Passenger List

The official list of passengers on Titanic is divided into three distinct classes,
each with its own ticket prices, accommodations, and social standing. Beyond
passengers, the ship carried a crew of approximately 885, many of whom also
perished. The entire manifest is a combination of those who boarded at the three
stops, with Southampton being the primary embarkation point. Understanding the
breakdown helps contextualize survival rates and the stories that emerged.

First Class: Wealth, Innovation, and Tragic Loss

First class on the Titanic was a floating palace. The list of passengers on Titanic
in first class reads like a who's who of the Gilded Age. It included an estimated 324
passengers, ranging from the notoriously wealthy John Jacob Astor IV and his
pregnant wife Madeleine to the "unsinkable" Molly Brown, industrialist Benjamin
Guggenheim, and Macy's department store owner Isidor Straus and his wife Ida.
The first-class manifest also details countless maids, valets, and private nurses
traveling with the elite. Interestingly, the first-class survival rate was significantly
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higher than steerage, with 61% of first-class passengers surviving, a statistic that
has fueled debates about class privilege during the evacuation. The list also
includes notable figures like journalist William Thomas Stead and tennis player Karl
Behr, whose stories add human depth to the statistic.

Second Class: Professionals and the Middle Class

The second-class passenger list represented a comfortable but less extravagant
segment of society. Numbering about 277 individuals, these were often teachers,
clergymen, engineers, and successful tradespeople. Lawrence Beesley, a
schoolmaster who would later write a famous account of the disaster, was among
them. Also notable were the Lutheran pastor John Harper and the young French
aviator Pierre Maréchal. The second-class components of the list of passengers
on Titanic are particularly poignant because they often traveled together in family
groups. Their survival rate was lower than first class but higher than third class, at
approximately 44%. This class category underscores that even within the "middle"
tier, social norms and ship access played a critical role in who lived and who died.
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Third Class: Dreams of a New World

The largest and most diverse group on the list of passengers on Titanic was the
third class, often called steerage. These 706 passengers were predominantly
emigrants from across Europe—Irish, Swedish, Finnish, Russian, Italian, Armenian,
and Lebanese, among others. They were seeking economic opportunity and
freedom in the United States and Canada. The third-class manifest reveals entire
families, including many children, traveling with few possessions. Tragically, the
survival rate for third class was a devastating 24%, with many families wiped out
entirely. The list includes names like the Sages, a family of nine from England, all
of whom perished, and the Andersson family from Sweden, where only one child
survived. The class breakdown of the list of passengers on Titanic remains a
powerful testament to the disparities of the era.

The Crew: The Unsung Subjects of the Manifest

Any comprehensive list of passengers on Titanic must also account for the
crew. However, the crew manifest is distinct because it includes officers,
engineers, musicians, stewards, and stokers—many of whom died at their posts.
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The ship's crew of about 885 included Captain Edward Smith, designer Thomas
Andrews, and the ship's eight band members who famously played as the vessel
sank. The crew had a survival rate of only 22%, reflecting their duty to evacuate
passengers first. The crew list is particularly valuable for maritime historians, as it
details the chain of command and working conditions aboard the ocean liner.
Notable crew members include Violet Jessop, a stewardess who survived not only
the Titanic but also her sister ship HMHS Britannic, and Charles Joughin, the baker
who was famously inebriated and survived by clinging to a raft.

How the Official List Was Compiled and Verified

The list of passengers on Titanic is not a single original document but was
pieced together from multiple sources. The White Star Line published a first-class
passenger list before departure, but later revisions were made based on
embarkation records and survivor accounts. Modern researchers, particularly from
organizations like Encyclopedia Titanica, have cross-referenced manifests from the
three ports—Southampton, Cherbourg, and Queenstown (now Cobh, Ireland). The
total number of passengers has been a subject of debate, with various inquiries
settling on 1,317 passengers (including 324 in first class, 277 in second class, and
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706 in third class) plus the crew. The names on the list of passengers on Titanic
are now carefully curated in online databases, often including details about age,
ticket number, cabin assignment, and whether the individual survived or perished.
This meticulous work ensures that each person is remembered.

Notable Stories from the Passenger Manifest

Beyond the raw data, the list of passengers on Titanic is filled with
unforgettable human dramas. The story of Isidor and Ida Straus is among the most
touching: when offered a seat in a lifeboat, the elderly department store magnate
refused, stating he would not take a place before other men. Ida famously refused
to leave him, saying, "Where you go, | go." They were last seen sitting together on
deck. Another story is that of the Navratil brothers, two young French boys who
were being kidnapped by their father (who assumed a false name) from their
mother. The father died, but the boys, nicknamed "the Titanic orphans," survived
and were eventually reunited with their mother. The list of passengers on
Titanic



