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Sample Apartment Inspection Checklist

Why Every Renter Needs a
Sample Apartment
Inspection Checklist

Moving into a new rental is an exciting milestone,
but it also comes with a critical responsibility:
documenting the condition of the unit before you
unpack a single box. Whether you are a first-time
renter or a seasoned tenant, a sample apartment
inspection checklist is your best defense against

unexpected security deposit deductions and
landlord disputes. Far too many tenants skip this
step, only to find themselves paying for pre-existing
damage when they move out. By using a thorough
inspection guide, you protect your finances and
establish clear communication with your property
manager from day one.

This article provides a detailed, room-by-room
sample apartment inspection checklist that you
can adapt to your specific unit. We will cover what
to look for, how to document findings, and why this



simple process can save you hundreds of dollars. A
well-executed apartment walkthrough is not about
being overly critical; it is about being fair,
thorough, and professional. Let us walk through
everything you need to know to conduct a smart
and effective inspection.

What Is an Apartment
Inspection Checklist and
Why Do You Need One?

An apartment inspection checklist is a structured
document that lists every area and item in a rental
unit that should be examined before you take
possession. It typically covers the kitchen,
bathroom, living areas, bedrooms, closets,
windows, doors, flooring, walls, ceilings, and all

appliances and fixtures. The goal is to identify any
existing damage, wear and tear, or malfunctioning
components so that you are not held responsible for
them later.

Using a sample apartment inspection checklist
ensures that you do not overlook anything during
the walkthrough. It is easy to get distracted by the
excitement of a new home, but a checklist keeps
you focused. Landlords and property managers
often have their own inspection forms, but bringing
your own detailed version ensures that no crack,
stain, or loose handle goes unnoticed. The more
thorough you are at move-in, the smoother your
move-out process will be.
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Common Problems That an Inspection
Can Prevent

Without a proper inspection, you may encounter
issues such as being charged for carpet stains that
were already present, paying to replace a broken
window blind you never touched, or covering the
cost of a leaky faucet that existed before you
moved in. These disputes can escalate quickly,
especially if you have no written or photographic
evidence. A systematic inspection protects both you
and the landlord by creating an agreed-upon record
of the unit's condition.

How to Prepare for Your

Apartment Walkthrough

Before you begin your inspection, gather a few
simple tools. You will need a printed copy of your
checklist, a smartphone or camera for photos and
videos, a pen or pencil, and perhaps a small
flashlight for dark corners. If possible, schedule the
walkthrough during daylight hours so you can see
natural light conditions and spot imperfections
more easily. Bring a friend or family member if
you can; a second set of eyes can catch things you
might miss.

Plan to spend at least 30 to 45 minutes on the
inspection, depending on the size of the unit. Do
not rush. Open every cabinet, flush every toilet, turn
on every faucet, and test every light switch. This is



your only chance to document the apartment's
condition before you are held responsible for it.
Your sample apartment inspection checklist
should be your constant companion during this
process, guiding you from room to room.

Room-by-Room Apartment
Inspection Checklist

Below is a comprehensive sample apartment
inspection checklist organized by area. Use it as a
template and add any specific items that are unique
to your unit, such as a balcony, fireplace, or in-unit
washer and dryer.

Kitchen Inspection Checklist

The kitchen is often the most expensive room in a
rental, and it is also where disputes most frequently
arise. Pay close attention to every surface and
appliance.

Countertops: Check for cracks, chips,
burns, stains, or loose sections.
Cabinets and Drawers: Open and close
every door and drawer. Look for broken
hinges, sticky tracks, warped wood, or
missing handles.
Sink and Faucet: Turn on the water and
check both hot and cold flow. Look for leaks
under the sink. Test the garbage disposal if
present.
Stove and Oven: Check that all burners
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heat properly. Open the oven and look for
excessive grease or damage. Confirm that
knobs are intact and functional.
Refrigerator: Open the doors and check for
cracks in shelves, ice buildup, or unusual
odors. Verify that the freezer is working and
that the door seals are tight.
Dishwasher: If included, run a short cycle
to ensure it drains and cleans properly.
Check the racks for rust or damage.
Backsplash and Walls: Look for grease
splatters, holes, or peeling paint.
Flooring: Inspect for stains, cracks in tile,
loose linoleum, or damaged vinyl.
Lighting and Ventilation: Test all light
fixtures and the range hood fan. Make sure
the exhaust fan works and is not excessively
noisy.

Bathroom Inspection Checklist

Bathrooms are prone to moisture damage, mold,
and plumbing issues. A careful inspection here can
prevent major headaches later.

Toilet: Flush several times to ensure it
functions properly and does not run
continuously. Check the base for leaks or
water damage.
Sink and Vanity: Run the water and check
for slow drainage. Look for cracks in the
sink basin or vanity top.
Shower and Tub: Turn on the shower and
check water pressure. Look for cracks in the
tub or shower pan. Inspect the grout and
caulking for mold or gaps.
Mirror and Medicine Cabinet: Check for



cracks, chips, or loose mounting. Open and
close the cabinet door.
Ventilation Fan: Turn it on and ensure it
exhausts properly. Listen for unusual noises.
Flooring: Look for water stains, loose tiles,
or soft spots that could indicate subfloor
damage.
Towels Bars and Fixtures: Gently pull on
towel bars, toilet paper holders, and shower
curtain rods to ensure they are securely
attached.

Living Room and Bedrooms Inspection
Checklist

These areas typically have fewer systems to check,
but they still require careful attention to surfaces
and fixtures.

Walls and Ceilings: Look for cracks, holes,
nail pops, water stains, or peeling paint.
Flooring: Check carpets for stains, burns, or
tears. For hardwood or laminate, look for
scratches, dents, or warped planks. Note any
loose or squeaky floorboards.
Windows: Open and close each window.
Check that locks function properly. Look
for cracked glass, broken screens, or
damaged frames.
Window Coverings: Test blinds, curtains,
or shades. Look for missing slats, tangled
cords, or broken mechanisms.
Doors: Open and close every door. Check
that latches and locks work. Look for
scratches, dents, or doors that stick.
Closets: Inspect shelves, rods, and hooks.
Look for signs of pests or water damage.
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Light Switches and Outlets: Test every
switch and bring a small device to check that
outlets are working. Look for discoloration
around outlets.
Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Detectors:
Confirm that they are present and test them
if possible. Note the location of each
detector.

Additional Areas to Inspect

Depending on your unit, there may be other spaces
that need attention. Do not forget these important
areas.

Hallways and Entryway: Check for
scuffed walls, damaged baseboards, and
loose handrails.

Balcony or Patio: Look for cracks in the
concrete, loose railings, or damaged screens.
Check that the door locks securely.
Storage Areas: If you have a storage closet
or unit, inspect it for cleanliness and
structural issues.
Utility Closet: If accessible, look at the
water heater, HVAC unit, and electrical
panel. Note any rust, leaks, or unusual
sounds.
HVAC System: Turn on the heating and
cooling to ensure they work. Check that
vents are clean and unobstructed. Change the
air filter if needed and document its
condition.



How to Document Your
Findings Effectively

Having a checklist is only half the battle. You must
document your findings in a way that is clear and
indisputable. Use your smartphone to take photos
and videos of every issue you find. Capture close-
ups of damage and wide-angle shots that show the
context. If you notice a stain on the carpet,
photograph it with a ruler or coin next to it for
scale. For each photo, verbally note the location
and nature of the issue in a video recording, or
write it down on your checklist.

When you complete your walkthrough, compile all
your notes and media into a single file. Share a copy
with your landlord or property manager and ask

them to acknowledge receipt in writing. Many
rental agreements have a specific window of time
for submitting inspection reports, so be sure to act
promptly. A well-documented sample apartment
inspection checklist becomes your official record
of the apartment's condition at move-in.

What to Do When You Find
Problems

It is not uncommon to discover issues during your
inspection.  When you do,  s tay calm and
professional. Note the problem on your checklist
and discuss it with your landlord or property
manager. Minor issues like a loose faucet handle
may be acceptable, but significant problems like a
broken window or non-functional stove need to be
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addressed before you move in.

Request that the landlord make repairs and have
them documented in writing. If the issues are
severe and the landlord is unwilling to fix them, you
may want to reconsider signing the lease or
negotiate a lower rent. However, most landlords
appreciate a thorough tenant who cares about the
condition of the unit. Your sample apartment
inspection checklist  shows that you are
responsible and attentive, which can build trust
from the beginning.

Negotiating Repairs and Credits

If you find significant damage, you can request that
the landlord repair it before you move in, or you
can ask for a credit toward your first month's rent

for minor issues that you are willing to fix yourself.
Always get these agreements in writing. A simple
email summarizing the conversation is sufficient,
but a signed addendum to the lease is even better.

Tips for Using Your
Sample Apartment
Inspection Checklist

To get the most out of your checklist, follow these
practical tips:

Customize the checklist to match your
specific unit. Add items like a fireplace,
intercom system, or parking space if
applicable.
Inspect during daylight hours. Shadows and



poor lighting can hide imperfections.
Bring a tape measure to check that window
screens and other removable items fit
properly.
Test every outlet with a simple plug-in
device. Loose outlets can be a fire hazard.
Check the condition of the door frame and

latch of the main entrance. Security is a top
priority.
Look for signs of pests such as droppings,
nests, or cracks where insects could enter.
Review the lease for any specific
requirements regarding move-in inspections
and reporting deadlines.


