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Aa Road Maps Route Planner

Navigating Journeys with
the AA Road Maps Route
Planner: A Complete
Guide

In an era defined by digital convenience, the art
of planning a road trip has evolved far beyond
unfolding a large paper map across the bonnet of
a car. Yet, the need for reliable, accurate, and
thoughtful route planning remains as strong as
ever. Whether you are embarking on a weekend
getaway, a cross-country business trip, or a
family holiday, the AA Road Maps Route
Planner stands as a trusted companion for
millions of drivers. This tool, developed by The
Automobile Association (AA), has been a
cornerstone of British motoring for decades,
blending traditional mapping expertise with
modern digital technology to offer a
comprehensive journey planning experience.

This article delves deep into the features,
benefits, and practical uses of the AA Road
Maps Route Planner. We will explore how it
differs from other navigation tools, why it
remains a favourite among seasoned drivers, and
how you can leverage it for a smoother, more
enjoyable journey. From avoiding traffic jams to
discovering scenic routes, the AA Route Planner
is more than just a point-to-point calculator; it is
a travel assistant designed to get you from A to B
safely, efficiently, and with a touch of classic
motoring wisdom.

What is the AA Road Maps Route
Planner?

At its core, the AA Road Maps Route Planner is
an online journey planning service that calculates

driving routes between locations. However, to
describe it merely as a route calculator would be
an understatement. The tool incorporates a
wealth of data from the AA's extensive mapping
and traffic information resources, providing users
with detailed directions, estimated travel times,
distance calculations, and cost estimates for fuel.
It is accessible via the AA website and is
designed to be user-friendly for both tech-savvy
users and those who prefer a straightforward, no-
fuss approach to navigation.

One of the standout characteristics of the AA
route planner is its integration with the AA's
long-standing reputation for road safety and
travel advice. When you use this planner, you are
not just getting turn-by-turn directions; you are
also receiving recommendations for rest stops,
petrol stations, and points of interest along your
route. This holistic approach sets it apart from
many generic mapping services that focus solely
on the fastest path.

Key Features of the AA Route Planner

Understanding the specific features of the AA
Road Maps Route Planner can help you
maximise its potential. Below is a breakdown of
the most valuable tools it offers to drivers.

1. Accurate Distance and Time Calculations

The primary function of any route planner is to
provide an accurate estimate of distance and
travel time. The AA tool excels here by taking
into account road types, speed limits, and
historical traffic patterns. While it cannot predict
real-time accidents or sudden road closures with
the same granularity as a live GPS app, it
provides a robust foundation for planning your
schedule. You can enter your starting point and



destination, and the planner will instantly
generate the most efficient route, including the
total mileage and expected duration.

2. Multiple Route Options

Not all journeys are about speed. Sometimes,
you want to avoid motorways, take a more scenic
path, or find a route that avoids tolls. The AA
Road Maps Route Planner offers flexibility by
allowing users to customise their journey. You
can select preferences such as:

Fastest Route: Optimised for minimum
travel time.
Shortest Route: Focused on minimising
distance, which may involve driving
through towns or smaller roads.
Avoid Motorways: Ideal for leisurely
drives or when using a vehicle not suited
for high-speed roads.
Avoid Tolls: Helpful for budget-
conscious travellers who want to avoid
extra charges.

This level of customisation ensures that the
planner caters to different driving styles and
vehicle types, making it suitable for everything
from a sports car to a large campervan.

3. Interactive and Printable Maps

In a world dominated by smartphone screens, the
ability to print a map or view a large, interactive
version on a desktop is still highly valued. The
AA route planner provides a clear, detailed map
of your entire route, complete with markers for
key junctions, towns, and points of interest. You
can zoom in to examine complex interchanges or
zoom out to see the overall journey. The
printable version is particularly useful for those
who like to have a physical backup or who drive
through areas with poor mobile signal. Having a
printed AA route map in the glovebox provides a
sense of security that a phone battery cannot
offer.

4. Cost Calculator for Fuel and Tolls

Budgeting for a trip is a crucial part of journey
planning. The AA Road Maps Route Planner
includes a built-in cost calculator that estimates
your fuel expenses based on your vehicle's fuel
efficiency (mpg) and current fuel prices. You can
input your specific vehicle's fuel economy to get
a personalised estimate. Additionally, the tool
accounts for toll road charges, giving you a
clearer picture of the total cost of your journey.
This feature is invaluable for both personal trips
and business travel where expense reporting is
required.

5. Integration with AA Travel Services

One of the unique advantages of using the AA
route planner is its seamless connection to other
AA services. For example, if you are planning a
long journey, the tool can suggest places to stay,
such as AA-rated hotels and B&Bs. It also
highlights AA-recommended restaurants and
attractions. This transforms the route planner
f rom a  s imp le  nav iga t i on  a id  i n to  a
comprehensive travel planning platform.
Furthermore, for AA members, there is direct
access to breakdown cover information and
emergency contact details, providing peace of
mind that help is only a phone call away.

How to Use the AA Road Maps Route
Planner Effectively

Using the AA route planner is straightforward,
but following a few best practices can enhance
your experience and ensure you get the most
accurate results.

Step-by-Step Guide for Optimal Planning

Visit the Official Website: Go to the1.
AA's official route planner page. Ensure
you are on the legitimate site to access the
full range of features.
Enter Your Locations: Type in your2.
starting point and destination. The
autocomplete function will help you
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specify addresses, postcodes, or cities. Be
as precise as possible to improve
accuracy.
Set Your Preferences: Before generating3.
the route, select your preferences for
fastest, shortest, or avoid motorways/tolls.
This step is crucial for tailoring the route
to your needs.
Review the Route: Once the initial route4.
is generated, review it on the interactive
map. You can often drag the route line to
customise it, adding waypoints or
avoiding specific roads you know to be
problematic.
Check the Cost Estimates: Use the fuel5.
cost calculator to input your vehicle's mpg
and get a realistic budget for fuel. Add
any known toll costs to this figure.
Print or Save: If you desire a physical6.
copy, use the print-friendly version of the
map and directions. Alternatively, you can
save the route details for later reference.

Tips for Getting the Best Results

Use Postcodes: For pinpoint accuracy,
especially in rural areas or large cities, use
full postcodes rather than just town
names.
Check for Roadworks: While the AA
planner provides a static route, it is wise
to check the AA's traffic news section for
any planned roadworks or major events
that might affect your journey.
Consider Break Points: For journeys
over two hours, use the "add stop" feature
to plan a break. The AA can suggest
service stations or interesting places to
stop for a rest.
Compare with Live Traffic Apps: Use
the static route from the AA as your
primary plan, but supplement it with a live
traffic app (like Waze or Google Maps) on
the day of travel for real-time updates on
accidents or congestion.

Why Choose the AA Road Maps Route
Planner Over Alternatives?

With numerous free mapping services available,
such as Google Maps and Waze, you might
wonder why the AA Road Maps Route Planner
remains a popular choice. The answer lies in its
specific strengths and the audience it serves.

Reliability and Authority

The AA has been a trusted name in motoring
since 1905. When you use their route planner,
you are drawing on decades of expertise in
mapping and road patrol knowledge. This
institutional authority gives drivers confidence
that the information is dependable. Unlike some
user-generated content platforms, the AA's data
is curated and verified, reducing the risk of being
sent down an unsuitable road.

Focus on Driver Comfort and Safety

The AA planner is designed with the driver's
comfort in mind. It encourages breaks, highlights
services, and provides clear, easy-to-read
directions. The printable format is a nod to the
fact that not everyone wants to rely on a
smartphone, which can be a distraction or run
out of battery. For older drivers or those less
comfortable with technology, the AA route
planner offers a familiar and less intrusive
method of navigation.

No Advertisements or Distractions

One of the frustrations with free mapping apps is
the presence of advertisements, pop-ups, and
data collection. The AA Road Maps Route
Planner, while funded through the AA's broader
services, offers a cleaner, more focused user
experience. You can plan your route without
being bombarded by irrelevant ads, allowing you
to concentrate on the task at hand.

Comprehensive Journey Planning

For a simple point-to-point journey, any map



app will do. But for a full trip plan that includes
accommodation, dining, and cost breakdowns,
the AA route planner is superior. It treats your
journey as a complete experience rather than just
a line on a map. This is particularly useful for
families planning holidays or professionals
organising multi-stop business trips.

Common Use Cases for the AA Route
Planner

The versatility of the AA Road Maps Route
Planner means it can be applied to a wide variety
of travel scenarios. Here are a few common
situations where it proves especially valuable.

Long-Distance Family Holidays

Planning a summer holiday drive from London
to Cornwall or from Manchester to the Scottish
Highlands requires more than just a GPS.
Parents need to know where service stations are,
how long each leg will take, and what the total
fuel cost will be. The AA route planner allows
you to plot the entire journey, identify safe
places to stop for lunch or a break, and print out
a master copy that everyone in the car can refer
to. This reduces arguments and keeps the
journey organised.

Business Travel and Expense Management

For sales representatives or consultants who
drive for work, the cost calculator and mileage
tracking features are indispensable. By inputting
the start and end points of a client visit, the
planner provides an accurate mileage figure that
can be used for expense claims. The ability to
print a route summary with distances serves as a
simple form of evidence for reimbursement,
making the dreaded expense report a little easier
to compile.

Exploring Scenic Routes

Not every drive is about getting there quickly.
The AA route planner's option to avoid
motorways opens up a world of discovery.
Drivers can take the "scenic route" option to
explore charming villages, coastal roads, and
national parks. The planner will guide you
through these areas, highlighting interesting stops
along the way. This turns a simple drive into an
adventure, perfect for a weekend day out. Using
the Aa Road Maps Route Planner in this way
encourages you to slow down and appreciate the
journey itself.

Planning for Events and Gatherings

If you are hosting an event or a party and expect
guests to travel from various locations, the AA
route planner can help you provide accurate
directions. You can generate routes from
multiple starting points to your venue and
include them in invitations or on your website.
This is especially helpful for weddings, birthday
parties, or corporate events where guests may not
be familiar with the area.

The Role of AA Road Maps in the
Digital Age

It is important to acknowledge that the AA Road
Maps Route Planner is not attempting to
compete directly with live traffic apps in real-
time navigation. Instead, it occupies a unique
niche: the pre-journey planning stage. Think of it
as the architect of your trip, while live navigation
apps are the construction workers. You use the
AA planner to design the overall structure of
your journey, and then you can use a live app to
manage the minute-by-minute details on the
road.

This separation of concerns is actually a strength.
By planning your route in


