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Stormlight Archives 3 Release Date: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Epic Series

For fans of epic fantasy, few series have captured the imagination quite like Brandon
Sanderson’s The Stormlight Archive. With its sprawling world of Roshar, intricate
magic systems, and deeply human characters, it has become a cornerstone of modern
speculative fiction. One of the most frequently asked questions by new readers and
seasoned fans alike revolves around the Stormlight Archives 3 release date.
However, a common point of confusion arises because the third book, Oathbringer,
was actually published several years ago. This article aims to clarify the timeline of the
series, explore the significance of the third volume, and look ahead to future
installments, providing a complete and naturally flowing guide for anyone invested in
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Understanding the Release Timeline of The
Stormlight Archive

Brandon Sanderson has been remarkably transparent about his writing process, often
sharing detailed progress bars and release schedules with his community. The first
book in the series, The Way of Kings, was published in August 2010. The second,
Words of Radiance, followed in March 2014. The gap between these two books was
nearly four years, partly because Sanderson was finishing A Memory of Light, the final
book in Robert Jordan’s The Wheel of Time series. The third book was eagerly
anticipated, leading many to search for the Stormlight Archives 3 release date
long before it was officially announced. Sanderson eventually confirmed that
Oathbringer would be released on November 14, 2017. This date became a landmark
for the fandom, representing the continuation of one of the most ambitious fantasy
arcs ever written.
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Oathbringer: The Third Volume and Its Significance

When discussing the Stormlight Archives 3 release date, it is essential to
understand what the book itself represents. Oathbringer is the turning point of the first
five-book arc of the series. It delves deeply into the backstory of Dalinar Kholin, the
warlord turned leader struggling with his bloody past. The book expands the scope of
the conflict, introduces new orders of Radiants, and deepens the lore surrounding the
Voidbringers and the Heralds. Sanderson has often stated that the first five books form
a complete story arc, with Oathbringer acting as the emotional and structural
centerpiece. The release of this book marked a significant moment for the community,
as it set the stage for the climactic final two books of the initial arc.

Key Elements of Oathbringer

e Character Development: Dalinar’s journey from a brutal conqueror to a man
seeking redemption is the heart of the novel.

* Worldbuilding: Readers are introduced to the unique ecosystem of the
Shattered Plains and the mystical city of Urithiru in greater detail.

oot-Magic System Expansion: The Surgebinding powers, of the Knights Radiant..
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are explored more fully, including the abilities of the Bondsmiths.
* Myhtology: The history of the Desolations and the true nature of the Oathpact
are revealed.

The Stormlight Archives 3 release date was celebrated with midnight release
events and a massive tour by the author, reflecting the series’ status as a bestseller.
For those who may have discovered the series later, it is important to note that
Oathbringer is widely available in hardcover, paperback, audiobook, and e-book
formats.

Why Do People Still Search for the Stormlight
Archives 3 Release Date?

Despite Oathbringer being out for several years, search volume for the Stormlight
Archives 3 release date remains surprisingly high. There are a few reasons for this
trend:

1. New Readers: Many fantasy fans are just now starting the series, often after
reading Sanderson’s other works like Mistborn or after hearing
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recommendations from friends. They naturally want to know when the third
book was published to plan their reading order.

2. Confusion with Arc Divisions: Some people mistakenly believe that the series
is a trilogy, similar to many other epic fantasies. They search for the third book’s
release date, unaware that the series is planned for ten books.

3. Kickstarter and Backer Updates: When Sanderson launched his highly
successful Kickstarter for the secret projects, some backers confused the release
schedule of these novellas with the main series, leading to renewed searches for
the Stormlight Archives 3 release date.

It is important for fans to educate new readers that while Oathbringer is the third
book, it is not the end of the story. The narrative continues with Rhythm of War (Book
4, published in November 2020) and will conclude its first arc with Book 5, expected in
late 2024.

Looking Ahead: Stormlight 5 and Beyond

While the Stormlight Archives 3 release date is a historical fact, the future of the
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book in the series, tentatively titled Knights of Wind and Truth, is scheduled for release
in December 2024. This book will conclude the first major arc of the series. After this,
Sanderson plans to take a break from the Stormlight Archive to focus on other
Cosmere projects, such as Mistborn Era 3 and Elantris sequels. The second arc of the
Stormlight Archive will take place in-universe approximately 10 years after the events
of Book 5, featuring a new set of main characters, though some familiar faces may
appear.

Current Release Schedule for the Stormlight Archive

e Book 1: The Way of Kings (2010)

» Book 2: Words of Radiance (2014)

e Book 3: Oathbringer (2017) - This is the book associated with the Stormlight
Archives 3 release date.

e Book 4: Rhythm of War (2020)

e Book 5: Knights of Wind and Truth (Expected December 2024)

* Books 6-10: Planned for later, after a significant break.

For those searching for the Stormlight Archives 3 release date out of a desire to
know when they can start the series, the good news is that all four published books
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are readily available. Reading them in order is highly recommended, as Sanderson’s
worldbuilding is cumulative, and character arcs rely heavily on previous events.

How the Cosmere Connects to the Stormlight
Archive

One of the most fascinating aspects of Sanderson’s work is the Cosmere, the shared
universe in which many of his novels take place. The Stormlight Archives 3 release
date is significant not just for this series, but for the entire Cosmere timeline.
Characters like Hoid appear in every book, and the magic systems are based on the
same underlying principles. Oathbringer contains crucial Cosmere lore that connects
to Mistborn, Warbreaker, and Elantris. For instance, Nightblood, a sentient sword that
originated in Warbreaker, plays a pivotal role in the events of Oathbringer. Reading
the third volume of the Stormlight Archive provides invaluable context for
understanding the broader intergalactic story Sanderson is crafting.
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Common Misconceptions About the Stormlight
Archive Release Schedule

Given the complexity of the series, several myths have persisted. One common
question is whether the Stormlight Archives 3 release date was delayed. In reality,
the book was delivered on time, according to Sanderson’s published schedule. Another
misconception is that the series is complete. As of 2024, we are still awaiting the fifth
book. A third misunderstanding is that the novellas (such as Edgedancer and
Dawnshard) are optional. While they are not part of the core numbered sequence,
they provide critical character development and worldbuilding. Edgedancer, for
example, fits between Books 2 and 3. Reading it before starting Oathbringer enhances
the experience, even though it was published after the third book’s release date.

Conclusion

While the Stormlight Archives 3 release date (November 14, 2017) is a piece of
publishing history, it remains a vital reference point for new readers entering the
Cosmere. Oathbringer is a monumental achievement in fantasy literature, offering a
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deep and rewarding narrative that advances one of the most complex and beloved
series of our time. For those asking about the third book today, the best advice is to
pick up the first volume and start the journey. The wait for future books is part of the
shared experience for fans, and Sanderson’s consistent output ensures that the next
chapter is never too far away. Whether you are a longtime fan or a newcomer, the
Stormlight Archive continues to shine brightly as a beacon of speculative storytelling.
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