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History Of Church Of Satan

Origins of the Church of Satan:
The Birth of a Controversial
Movement

The history of the Church of Satan begins in the mid-20th
century,  a  period  marked  by  social  upheaval,  religious
experimentation, and a growing skepticism toward traditional
institutions. Founded on Walpurgisnacht, April 30, 1966, in San
Francisco, California, the Church of Satan was the brainchild of
Anton Szandor LaVey, a charismatic former carnival performer,
police photographer, and self-taught occultist. LaVey declared
1966 the “Year One” of the Satanic era, positioning his new
church as a stark alternative to the prevailing religious and
countercultural movements of the time.

Contrary to popular misconception, the Church of Satan did not
advocate  for  evil  or  criminal  behavior.  Instead,  LaVey’s
philosophy, outlined in The Satanic Bible  (1969), emphasized
individualism,  carnal  pleasures,  rational  self-interest,  and  a
rejection  of  Judeo-Christian  morality.  The  history  of  the
Church of Satan is thus a history of deliberate provocation,
philosophical rebellion, and the construction of a new religious
identity that celebrated the human ego and the material world.

Anton LaVey: The Architect of
Modern Satanism

To understand the history of the Church of Satan, one must
first understand its founder. Anton LaVey (born Howard Stanton
Levey  in  1930)  was  a  complex  figure.  He  worked  as  a  lion
t a m e r ,  a  c i r c u s  m u s i c i a n ,  a n d  a  c r i m e  s c e n e
photographer—experiences that he claimed exposed him to the
hypocrisy  and  duality  of  human  nature.  These  encounters
shaped his worldview, leading him to view organized religion as
a  form  of  psychological  manipulation  and  humanity  as
ultimately  self-interested.

LaVey synthesized  his  ideas  from a  variety  of  sources:  the
writings  of  Friedrich  Nietzsche,  Ayn  Rand’s  objectivism,
elements  of  Aleister  Crowley’s  Thelema,  and  even  social
Darwinism. His version of Satanism was not about worshipping
a literal devil—LaVey was an atheist who saw Satan as a symbol
of  pride,  liberty,  and  enlightenment.  The  history  of  the
Church  of  Satan  reflects  this  symbolic  interpretation,  which
set it apart from both Christian demonology and other occult
groups.

Key Ideological Principles

Indulgence over abstinence: Embrace earthly desires
rather than deny them.
Vital existence over spiritual pipe dreams: Focus on
life here and now.
Undefiled wisdom over hypocritical self-deceit:
Seek knowledge without moral blinders.
Kindness to those who deserve it, not to ingrates:
Reciprocity over unconditional love.
Responsibility to the responsible: Hold individuals
accountable for their actions.

These tenets, often called the “Nine Satanic Statements,” form

the backbone of LaVeyan Satanism and have remained central
throughout the history of the Church of Satan.

The Early Years: 1966–1975

The  Church  of  Satan  gained  immediate  media  attention.
LaVey’s flamboyant persona, his black-robed congregation, and
the Gothic atmosphere of his “Black House” in San Francisco
attracted celebrities such as Jayne Mansfield, Sammy Davis Jr.,
and  Marilyn  Manson’s  later  inspirations.  The  church  also
conducted  public  rituals—including  the  first  Satanic  baptism,
wedding, and funeral—all  designed to shock the mainstream
and challenge religious norms.

During this period, the Church of Satan grew into a structured
organization  with  grottos  (local  chapters)  across  the  United
States and abroad. Membership peaked in the early 1970s, with
thousands  of  people  joining  to  explore  this  new,  rebellious
spiritual path. However, internal conflicts and LaVey’s desire to
maintain tight control led to the dissolution of many grottos by
the mid-1970s. The history of the Church of Satan entered a
quieter phase as LaVey retreated from public life, focusing on
writing and private rituals.

From Public Spectacle to Esoteric
Philosophy: 1975–1990s

After the breakup of the grotto system, the Church of Satan
became  more  centralized  and  secretive.  LaVey  discouraged
public proselytizing and emphasized individual study over group
activities.  He  published  several  more  books,  including  The
Satanic Witch, The Devil’s Notebook, and Satan Speaks!, which
expanded on his philosophy and practical magic.

This era also saw the rise of the “Devil’s Advocates” within the
church—a group of dedicated members who helped propagate
LaVey’s  ideas  through  interviews,  lectures,  and  small-scale
public events. The history of the Church of Satan  during
these decades is marked by a slow but steady dissemination of
its  ideas  into  popular  culture,  influencing  heavy  metal  music,
horror literature, and even the aesthetics of modern occultism.

Notable Cultural Impact

Music: Bands like Black Sabbath, Motley Crue, and1.
especially Marilyn Manson drew on Satanic imagery.
Film: Roman Polanski’s Rosemary’s Baby and the later2.
The Devil’s Advocate reflected LaVeyan themes.
Literature: Authors such as Michael Aquino (who later3.
founded the Temple of Set) were once members.

Despite this cultural osmosis, the Church of Satan remained a
small,  elite  organization.  LaVey personally  approved all  new
members, and the history of the Church of Satan continued
without the mass media frenzy of its early years.

The Post-LaVey Era: Leadership
Transition and Modernization

Anton LaVey died on October 29, 1997, leaving behind a church
without a clear succession plan. His wife, Blanche Barton, and



his  daughter,  Karla  LaVey,  initially  took  over  leadership.
However, internal power struggles emerged. By 2001, a splinter
group  known  as  the  “First  Satanic  Church”  broke  away,
claiming to represent the original vision.

The primary body of the Church of Satan remained intact but
underwent  significant  changes.  Peter  H.  Gilmore  and  his  wife
Peggy  Nadramia  assumed  leadership  roles,  eventually
becoming the High Priest and High Priestess. Gilmore, a writer
and musician, modernized the church’s public face by launching
a robust website, online forums, and a magazine called The
Black Flame. He also emphasized the intellectual and atheistic
nature of LaVeyan Satanism, distancing it from theistic Satanist
groups that had emerged in the 1990s.

Key Developments in the 21st Century

Official recognition: The Church of Satan gained legal
recognition as a religious organization in several
countries.
Online community: The internet allowed for global
networking without geographical grottos.
Continued provocation: Members have been involved
in various public stunts, such as offering “Satanic
blessings” and defending the separation of church and
state.
Temple of Satan rivalry: The more activist-oriented
Temple of Satan, founded in 2013, is a separate entity
that has often been confused with LaVey’s original
church.

The history of the Church of Satan in the internet age is
characterized  by  a  shift  from secretive  cabal  to  a  publicly
accessible, albeit still exclusive, online community. Membership
remains by invitation only, and the church maintains its core
focus on individualism and rational self-interest.

Misconceptions and Controversies
Surrounding the Church of Satan

Throughout  its  history  of  the  Church  of  Satan,  the
organization has battled misconceptions. The most common is
the  conflation  of  LaVeyan  Satanism  with  actual  devil  worship.
LaVey explicitly taught that Satan is a symbol, not a deity. His
church is atheistic—it denies the existence of both God and the
Devil.  Rituals  are  psychodramatic,  designed  to  release
emotional  energy  or  achieve  psychological  goals,  not  to

summon supernatural entities.

Another persistent myth is the association with criminal activity.
While the church’s provocative rhetoric has alarmed some, it
has always maintained a strict code of legality. The history of
the Church of Satan records no involvement in crimes such
as ritual abuse, which was a widespread moral panic in the
1980s. In fact, the church has often been a vocal critic of those
who commit crimes in the name of Satan.

Legacy and Influence on Modern
Occulture

Despite  its  relatively  small  membership—estimated  at  over
10,000 but  kept  confidential—the Church of  Satan’s  impact  on
Western culture is undeniable. It helped pioneer the concept of
“religion  as  performance”  and  paved  the  way  for  later
movements like the Church of Scientology’s use of spectacle.
The history of the Church of Satan is intertwined with the
history  of  religious  freedom  in  the  United  States,  as  it
successfully  argued for  the  right  to  practice  Satanism as  a
legitimate faith.
Moreover,  LaVeyan  Satanism  has  influenced  the  modern
Satanic  Panic  discourse,  Halloween  celebrations,  and  even
corporate branding (the mascot of the metal band Ghost is a
direct descendant of LaVey’s imagery). The church’s literature
continues to be studied by scholars of religion, sociology, and
philosophy for its critique of Christian morality and its defense
of hedonism.

Conclusion: A Provocative and
Enduring Institution

The history of the Church of Satan is a fascinating chronicle
of  rebellion,  philosophy,  and  adaptation.  From its  theatrical
founding in  1966 to  its  present-day incarnation as  a  global
online  community,  the  church  has  remained  a  steadfast
opponent  of  religious  dogma  and  a  champion  of  individual
sovereignty. While it will always be a controversial organization,
its  contributions  to  the  discourse  on  freedom of  belief,  the
nature of evil, and the role of ritual in secular life are significant.
As the 21st century progresses, the Church of Satan continues
to evolve—still defiant, still symbolic, and still very much a part
of the modern religious landscape. Whether one views it as a
genuine  religion,  a  philosophical  club,  or  a  shock-value
spectacle,  its  place  in  history  is  assured.


