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Keeping Your 2008 Chevy Silverado on the Road: A Complete
Maintenance Schedule Guide

If you own a 2008 Chevy Silverado, you already know it is a tough, dependable workhorse.
Whether you drive the half-ton 1500, the heavy-duty 2500HD, or the mighty 3500, proper
care is the key to longevity. Sticking to the 2008 Chevy Silverado maintenance
schedule not only prevents costly breakdowns but also preserves resale value and
ensures safety. In this guide, we break down every recommended service interval, from
daily checks to major tune-ups, so you can keep your Silverado running strong for another
200,000 miles or more.
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Understanding Your Silverado’s Maintenance Needs

The 2008 model year introduced several updates, including a refined suspension and the
powerful 6.0L Vortec V8 in heavy-duty trims. Despite these upgrades, the core
maintenance philosophy remains the same: follow the 2008 Chevy Silverado
maintenance schedule outlined in your owner’s manual. However, your driving habits,
climate, and towing frequency will influence how often you should perform certain tasks.
Below, we cover the standard intervals, plus tips for severe-service conditions.

Severe Service vs. Normal Service

Many owners overlook the severe-service schedule. If you frequently tow heavy loads,
drive on dusty roads, idle for long periods, or operate in extreme temperatures, you should
follow the severe-service intervals. This means more frequent oil changes, transmission
fluid flushes, and air filter replacements. Even if you only tow occasionally during summer,
consider adopting the severe schedule to extend engine life.
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Engine Oil and Filter

Under normal driving conditions, Chevrolet recommends changing the engine oil and filter
every 7,500 miles when using full synthetic oil (such as Mobil 1 or equivalent Dexos1). For
severe service, reduce that interval to 3,000-5,000 miles. The 2008 Silverado’s 4.3L V6,
4.8L V8, 5.3L V8, and 6.0L V8 all benefit from consistent oil changes. Use the correct
viscosity (typically 5W-30 for gasoline engines; check your cap). Regular oil changes
prevent sludge buildup, which is especially important for engines with active fuel
management (AFM).

Engine Air Filter

Inspect the engine air filter every 15,000 miles and replace it if dirty. Under dusty
conditions, check it at every oil change. A clogged air filter reduces fuel economy and robs
power. The 2008 Silverado uses either a panel filter or a conical filter on certain HD
models. Replace with a genuine AC Delco or high-quality aftermarket filter.
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Every 15,000 Miles: Tire Rotation and Inspections

Tire Rotation

Rotate your tires every 7,500 miles or at every other oil change, whichever comes first.
This evens out tread wear and extends tire life. The 2008 Silverado can be rotated front-to-
back on the same side, but for RWD models, a cross-pattern is recommended. Check tire
pressure monthly and before long trips. The recommended pressure for most Silverado
models is 35-45 psi depending on load and tire type.

Brake Inspection

At every 15,000-mile interval, have the brake pads, rotors, calipers, and brake lines
inspected. The Silverado’s braking system is robust, but heavy towing can accelerate wear.
Listen for squealing or grinding. If you notice a soft pedal, check the brake fluid level.
Brake fluid should be flushed every two years regardless of mileage.
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Automatic Transmission Fluid and Filter

For the 4L60E, 4L80E, or 6L90E transmissions (depending on trim), change the
transmission fluid and filter every 30,000 miles under severe service, or every 45,000 miles
under normal conditions. Use only Dexron VI ATF. A fluid change prevents overheating and
prolongs transmission life, especially in HD models used for towing. If you have a manual
transmission, change the gear oil at 60,000 miles.

Coolant (Antifreeze) Flush

Replace the engine coolant at 30,000 miles or after three years, whichever comes first. The
2008 Silverado uses Dex-Cool (or compatible universal coolant). A flush removes rust
particles and maintains proper freeze and boil protection. Also inspect the radiator hoses
and water pump for leaks. Overheating can crack cylinder heads in the 6.0L V8, so this is a
critical service.
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Power Steering Fluid

Check the power steering fluid level and condition. Flush and replace it every 30,000 miles
if you tow frequently. Otherwise, just top off as needed. Use GM power steering fluid or
equivalent.

Transfer Case Fluid (4WD models)

For four-wheel-drive Silverados, change the transfer case fluid every 30,000 miles. Use ATF
for most models (check your manual). This prevents bearing wear and shifting issues.
Don't forget to inspect the front and rear differentials at the same time.

Every 60,000 Miles: Spark Plugs, Belts, and Filters

Spark Plugs and Ignition Wires

The 2008 Silverado’s Vortec engines use iridium spark plugs that can last up to 100,000
miles, but many mechanics recommend changing them at 60,000 miles, especially if you
notice hesitation or misfires. Replace the spark plug wires (or ignition coils if equipped) at
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the same time. Proper ignition improves fuel economy and reduces emissions.
Serpentine Belt and Tensioner

Inspect the serpentine belt every 30,000 miles and replace it at 60,000 miles, or sooner if
you see cracks, glazing, or fraying. A broken belt can lead to overheating or loss of power
steering. Replace the belt tensioner at the same time to avoid noise and premature wear.

Cabin Air Filter

If your Silverado is equipped with a cabin air filter (common on LT and LTZ trims), replace it
every 15,000-30,000 miles. This keeps the HVAC system running efficiently and improves
air quality inside the cab.

Fuel Filter

Replace the in-line fuel filter every 30,000 miles for gasoline engines, or 15,000 miles if
you use contaminated fuel. A clogged filter can cause hard starting and poor acceleration.
On the 2008 Silverado, the fuel filter is typically located along the frame rail near the fuel
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Every 100,000 Miles: Major Overhaul Items

Timing Belt or Chain

The 2008 Silverado’s gasoline engines use timing chains that are designed to last the
lifetime of the engine, but chains can stretch over time. Listen for a rattling noise on cold
starts, which may indicate chain wear. If you have the 6.6L Duramax diesel, the timing belt
requires replacement at 100,000 miles - do not skip this.

Front and Rear Differential Fluid

Change the differential fluid (front and rear) at 60,000 miles under severe service, or
100,000 miles for normal driving. Use the recommended SAE 75W-90 synthetic gear oil.
This step prevents whining noises and axle wear, especially if you tow.

Coolant Thermostat and Radiator Cap

Replace the thermostat and radiator cap at the 100,000-mile interval as a preventive
measure. A stuck thermostat can cause overheating, while a failing cap reduces cooling
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system pressure.

Annual and Seasonal Checks

Battery and Charging System

Have the battery tested every fall before cold weather hits. The original battery in a 2008
Silverado is likely long gone, but even a replacement battery should be checked for proper
cold cranking amps. Clean the terminals and check for corrosion.

Air Conditioning Service

If the A/C blows warm, recharge the system. The 2008 Silverado uses R134a refrigerant.
Check for leaks at the compressor and lines. Proper A/C function is essential for defrosting
and comfort.

Wiper Blades and Washer Fluid
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in freezing conditions.

Common 2008 Silverado Maintenance Issues to Watch For

AFM (Active Fuel Management) Problems

The 5.3L and 6.0L V8 engines with AFM can experience cylinder deactivation system
failures, leading to excessive oil consumption or misfire. Keep up with oil changes using
high-quality synthetic oil to minimize these issues. If you notice a rough idle or “Service
Engine Soon” light, have the AFM solenoids and lifters inspected. Some owners choose to
install a AFM delete kit as a permanent fix.

Transmission Shudder

Some 2008 Silverados with the 4L60E transmission may develop a shudder during light
acceleration or gear changes. This often results from degraded transmission fluid. A
complete fluid flush with new Dexron VI and a filter can resolve the issue. If the shudder
persists, the torque converter may need replacement.



2008 Chevy Silverado Maintenance Schedule

Rust on Frame and Body

The 2008 model is still susceptible to frame rust, especially in regions with road salt. Wash
the undercarriage regularly and inspect the spare tire carrier, brake lines, and rear
crossmember. Apply a surface protectant if needed. Chevrolet offered a frame coating
warranty on some models; check with your dealer.

How to Track Your Maintenance

Keeping a logbook or using a smartphone app is the best way to follow the 2008 Chevy
Silverado maintenance schedule. Record the date, mileage, and services performed.
Save receipts for fluid purchases and parts. If you ever decide to sell the truck, a complete
service history adds significant value. Many owners find that following the severe schedule
gives them extra peace of mind.

Conclusion
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regular attention. By adhering to the maintenance schedule outlined here - from oil
changes every 5,000-7,500 miles to spark plugs at 60,000 miles and major services at
100,000 miles - you can avoid unexpected breakdowns and keep your Silverado
performing at its peak for years to come. Don’t forget to adapt the schedule for severe
service if you tow or drive in harsh conditions. A little preventive care today saves
thousands of dollars in repairs tomorrow. Drive smart, maintain regularly, and your 2008
Silverado will reward you with countless miles of reliable service.



