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Comprehension Questions For Rikki Tikki Tavi

Introduction: The Enduring Appeal of a Brave Mongoose

Rudyard Kipling’s Rikki-Tikki-Tavi, a short story from The Jungle Book, has captivated readers for generations. It is a classic tale of
good versus evil, centered on a young, courageous mongoose who is adopted by a British family living in India. The story’s thrilling
narrative, vivid characters, and clear moral lessons make it a staple in middle school and high school curriculums. However, moving
beyond simple plot recall to achieve a deeper understanding requires more than just reading the text. This is where well-crafted
comprehension  questions  for  Rikki  Tikki  Tavi  become  essential  tools.  They  transform  passive  reading  into  active  analysis,
encouraging students to explore themes of bravery, loyalty, family, and the natural cycle of life and death. Whether you are an
educator designing a lesson plan, a parent helping a child with homework, or a student seeking to master the material, a strong set
of questions can unlock the rich layers within Kipling’s work. In this article, we will not only provide a diverse range of comprehension
questions covering different levels of thinking but also explore how to best use them to enhance understanding and foster a genuine
appreciation for this timeless story.

Why Comprehension Questions Matter for This Story

Before  diving  into  specific  questions,  it  is  important  to  understand  their  purpose.  Rikki-Tikki-Tavi  is  a  dense  text  for  its  length.  It
contains British colonial context, Indian wildlife, and a complex power struggle between a small mammal and two deadly snakes.
Good comprehension questions for Rikki Tikki Tavi help readers in several key ways:

Building Foundational Knowledge: They ensure readers remember key plot points, character names, and the sequence of
events.
Developing Inference Skills: Many important ideas are implied rather than stated directly. Questions that ask "why" or "how
do you know" push readers to read between the lines.
Exploring Theme and Motif: The story is about more than a mongoose killing snakes. It touches on concepts of home, duty,
and courage.
Connecting to Character: Understanding characters' motivations and feelings is crucial for empathy and analysis.
Preparing for Discussion and Writing: Strong answers to questions form the building blocks of literary essays and Socratic
seminars.

Using a range of question types—from literal to inferential to evaluative—is the key to a comprehensive study.

Foundational Comprehension Questions: The Basics

These questions focus on literal recall and are a great starting point. They ensure that all readers are on the same page regarding
the story's basic facts.  When you create a set of comprehension questions for Rikki  Tikki  Tavi,  always begin with these to confirm
understanding of the narrative's core.

Setting and Initial Conflict

Where does the story take place? Describe the bungalow and its garden.1.
How is Rikki-tikki first introduced? What happens to him before he is found by the family?2.
Who are the members of the human family that adopts Rikki-tikki?3.
Describe the initial encounter between Rikki-tikki and the two birds, Darzee and his wife. What news do they share?4.

Main Characters and Their Roles

List the main animal characters in the story. Which ones are allies of the family, and which are enemies?1.
What are the names of the two cobras? Describe their physical differences and personalities.2.
What is the role of Chuchundra the muskrat? Why does he not help Rikki-tikki initially?3.
What is Teddy’s attitude toward Rikki-tikki? How does his family react to the mongoose?4.

Key Plot Points

What is the first major battle Rikki-tikki has in the garden? Who is his opponent?1.
Rikki-tikki decides to destroy Nag and Nagaina’s eggs. Why is this action so important to his overall plan?2.
Describe the climax of the story. Where does the final battle take place?3.
What happens to Nagaina at the end of the story?4.

Inferential and Analytical Questions

Once the basic facts are secure, it is time to move into deeper thinking. These comprehension questions for Rikki Tikki Tavi require
readers to use evidence from the text to support their ideas. These questions are excellent for discussion and short-answer essays.



Character Motivation and Internal Conflict

Why does Rikki-tikki feel so strongly about protecting the garden and the family? Is it purely instinct, or is there an emotional
bond?
Nagaina is a ferocious enemy, but she is also a mother. Does Kipling make her a sympathetic character at any point? Explain
your reasoning using specific examples from the story.
Compare the courage of Rikki-tikki to the fearfulness of Darzee. Is Darzee a coward, or is he simply wise to avoid danger? What
does his role as the "town crier" say about him?
Why does Rikki-tikki choose to follow Nagaina into her hole, a place where he is at a distinct disadvantage? What does this
decision tell us about his character?

Theme of "The Home" and "The Family"

The story emphasizes the concept of Rikki-tikki being a "house-mongoose." How does this label change his status from a wild
animal to a member of the family?
Kipling writes, "The motto of all the mongoose family is, 'Run and find out.'" How does this motto drive the entire plot of the
story? Provide examples.
What does the garden represent? Is it simply a place of beauty, or is it a symbol of the struggle between order (the family) and
chaos (the snakes)?

The Role of Nature and Instinct

Kipling provides a lot of realism regarding animal behavior. How does he balance the animals' realistic instincts with their
ability to think and speak like humans?
Why does Nag feel he has the right to kill the family? How does his perspective on the "garden" differ from Rikki-tikki's
perspective?
What is the significance of the birds and other animals in the garden? Are they just background characters, or do they serve a
specific narrative function?

Evaluative and Creative Questions

These higher-level questions push students to make judgments, form opinions, and even imagine alternative storylines. They are the
ultimate test of whether a reader can synthesize information and form their own critical viewpoint. These comprehension questions
for Rikki Tikki Tavi often have no single "right" answer, but they must be backed up by evidence from the text.

Judging Character Actions

Was Rikki-tikki justified in killing the baby cobras? Consider the morals of the story from both a human perspective and the
perspective of the natural world. Is it ever right to kill a child, even an "enemy" child?
Do you think the human family should have been more concerned about keeping a dangerous mongoose? Or did their trust in
him show wisdom? Defend your position.
If you were Darzee, would you have done more to help Rikki-tikki directly, or are you content with your role as a messenger
and distracter?

The Story's Ending and Moral

The story ends with Rikki-tikki victorious, and the garden is safe. Is this a completely satisfying ending? Why or why not?
What is the main message or "takeaway" from Rikki-Tikki-Tavi? Is it simply "bravery wins the day," or is there a more complex
lesson about community, duty, or sacrifice?
Imagine the story was told from Nagaina’s perspective. How would the plot and the reader's sympathies change?

Using These Questions Effectively

Having a bank of comprehension questions for Rikki Tikki Tavi is only half the battle. Knowing how to deploy them is just as
important. Here are some practical strategies for educators and students.

For Teachers: Structuring a Lesson

Begin by reading the story aloud or assigning it as homework. Use the foundational questions as a quick "check for understanding"
quiz or a brief pair-share activity. Then, move to the inferential questions for a whole-class discussion or a small group activity.
Jigsawing is  a great  technique:  give different groups different inferential  questions,  let  them discuss,  and then have them present
their  findings  to  the  class.  Finally,  use  the  evaluative  questions  for  a  formal  debate  or  a  long-form writing  assignment,  such  as  a
persuasive essay or a "think piece." The evaluative questions also work very well as prompts for Socratic seminars, where students
drive the conversation with their own questions and ideas.

For Students: Deepening Your Own Reading

As you read,  keep a three-column notebook.  In  the first  column,  take notes on basic  facts  (plot  points,  characters).  In  the second
column, write down your own "why" questions as you read. In the third column, try to answer those questions using evidence. After
you  finish  reading,  review  the  inferential  and  evaluative  questions  provided.  Pick  two  that  seem most  interesting  and  write  a  full
paragraph response for each. This process will transform your reading from a passive experience into an active investigation. Even if
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you  are  not  assigned  a  formal  essay,  answering  these  questions  for  yourself  will  significantly  improve  your  recall  and  analytical
ability.

Vocabulary and Language Questions

Kipling’s  language  is  rich  and  specific.  Understanding  key  vocabulary  is  essential  for  full  comprehension.  A  complete  set  of
comprehension  questions  for  Rikki  Tikki  Tavi  should  also  address  language.

Define the following words as they are used in the story: valiant, scuttled, cowering, mortified, consolation, veranda.
The story uses personification extensively. Find three examples where an animal is given human emotions or thoughts. Why
does Kipling use this technique?
What is the effect of the sound words Kipling uses, such as "rikki-tikki-tikki-tchk"? How do these onomatopoeic words add to
the story's energy?
The author uses repetition for effect. One example is the mongoose war cry. What is the effect of Rikki-tikki chanting his own
name as he fights?

Conclusion: From Questions to Understanding

Rikki-Tikki-Tavi is more than a simple animal story; it is a complex narrative about courage, belonging, and the fierce protection of
one's home. The best way to truly unlock its depth is through thoughtful questioning. By moving from simple recall to complex
analysis and evaluation, readers of all  ages can engage with the text on a much deeper level. Whether you are using these
comprehension questions for Rikki Tikki Tavi in a classroom, for a book club, or for personal enrichment, they serve as a map through
the dense, exciting jungle of Kipling’s prose. They guide the reader not just to the end of the story, but to a richer understanding of
its characters, its conflicts, and its lasting moral power. Ultimately, a good question is more valuable than a good answer, because it
opens the door to a lifetime of discerning reading.


