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Kings And Queens Of
England List

The Enduring Legacy of England's
Crown

The history of England is,  in many ways, written in the
names  of  its  monarchs.  From  the  shadowy  figures  of  the
early medieval period to the globally recognized faces of
the  modern  constitutional  monarchy,  the  Kings  And
Queens  Of  England List  offers  a  captivating  timeline  of
power,  rebellion,  art,  and  evolution.  To  study  this
succession is to understand the very fabric of the nation
itself—its laws, its borders, its language, and its identity.
This list is not merely a sequence of names and dates; it is
a story of dynasties rising and falling, of wars won and lost,
and of the constant negotiation between a sovereign and
their  people.  Whether  you  are  a  history  enthusiast,  a
student, or a curious traveler planning a visit to ancient
castles, tracing the English monarchy is a journey through
a thousand years of human drama. In this comprehensive
guide, we will explore the full lineage, highlighting the key
figures, pivotal moments, and the legacy each monarch left
on the throne.



From Conquest to Constitution: An
Overview of the Monarchy

The standard academic Kings And Queens Of England
List  traditionally  begins  with  the  Norman  Conquest  in
1066,  a  watershed  moment  that  redefined  the  nation.
However,  before William the Conqueror,  there were the
Anglo-Saxon and Danish kings who ruled various kingdoms
that would eventually become England. Figures like Alfred
the  Great  (871–899)  and  Edward  the  Confessor
(1042–1066)  laid  the  groundwork  for  a  unified  realm.
Alfred,  in  particular,  is  revered  for  defending  Wessex
against Viking invasions and for promoting literacy and law.
His reign is a crucial starting point for understanding the
deep roots of English kingship.

After  the  Norman  Conquest,  the  monarchy  became  a
feudal  institution  with  immense  power  over  land  and
military.  The  Plantagenets,  Tudors,  Stuarts,  and
Hanoverians each brought distinct flavors of rule—from the
brutal pragmatism of Henry II to the artistic patronage of
Henry VIII, and from the doomed absolutism of Charles I to
the steady, constitutional  governance of  Queen Victoria.
The  list  is  not  static;  it  reflects  the  changing  nature  of
power itself. The monarchs of England were once absolute
rulers who could decide life and death at a whim, but over
centuries, their authority was gradually circumscribed by
parliament and law. The Bill of Rights in 1689 marked a
definitive shift  toward the constitutional  monarchy we see
today, where the sovereign reigns but does not rule.
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The Norman Dynasty (1066–1154)

William I (William the Conqueror) (1066–1087) heads
the post-Conquest list. His victory at the Battle of Hastings
reshaped English society,  introducing feudalism and the
French language to the court. His son, William II (William
Rufus)  (1087–1100), was a ruthless ruler who died in a
suspicious  hunting  accident.  He  was  succeeded  by  his
brother,  Henry  I  (1100–1135),  a  capable  administrator
known for the Charter of Liberties, an early precedent for
limiting royal power. A period of civil war known as The
Anarchy followed Henry’s death,  leading to the reign of
Stephen  (1135–1154),  a  weak  king  whose  rule  was
contested by Empress  Matilda,  Henry I’s  daughter.  This
chaotic era set the stage for the Plantagenets.

The Plantagenet Dynasty (1154–1485)

The  Plantagenets  are  arguably  the  most  dramatic  and
transformative  dynasty  on  the  Kings  And Queens  Of
England List.  Henry II  (1154–1189) established a vast
empire  known  as  the  Angevin  Empire,  stretching  from
Scotland  to  the  Pyrenees.  He  is  also  infamous  for  the
murder  of  Thomas  Becket.  His  son,  Richard  I  (The
Lionheart)  (1189–1199),  is  remembered  more  for  his
crusading exploits than his governance of England, which
he largely neglected. His brother, John (1199–1216), is one
of history’s most notorious villains. His disastrous rule led
to the barons’ rebellion and the sealing of the Magna Carta
in  1215,  a  foundational  document  for  constitutional  law
worldwide.



The list continues with Henry III (1216–1272), a pious but
weak king whose reign saw the rise of parliament under
Simon de Montfort. Edward I (Longshanks) (1272–1307)
was  a  formidable  warrior  who  conquered  Wales  and
attempted  to  subdue  Scotland—earning  him a  place  in
films like Braveheart. His son, Edward II (1307–1327), was
a  weak  and  controversial  ruler  who  was  deposed  and
murdered. Edward III  (1327–1377) restored the crown's
prestige, starting the Hundred Years’ War with France and
fostering the chivalric culture of the Knights of the Garter.
His grandson, Richard II (1377–1399), was a cultured but
autocratic  ruler  who was deposed by his  cousin,  Henry
Bolingbroke, leading to the Lancastrian line.

The  fifteenth  century  brought  the  Wars  of  the  Roses,  a
brutal civil war between the houses of Lancaster (red rose)
and  York  (white  rose).  The  Lancastrian  Henry  IV
(1399–1413)  and  Henry  V  (1413–1422),  the  legendary
victor  of  Agincourt,  ruled,  followed  by  the  tragic  figure  of
Henry  VI  (1422–1461  and  1470–1471),  whose  mental
instability  plunged  the  realm  into  chaos.  The  Yorkist
Edward  IV  (1461–1470  and  1471–1483)  temporarily
stabilized things, but his young son Edward V (April 1483)
was  imprisoned  and  likely  murdered  in  the  Tower  of
London alongside his brother—the infamous Princes in the
Tower.  Their  uncle,  Richard  III  (1483–1485),  took  the
throne and was defeated at Bosworth Field by Henry Tudor,
ending the Plantagenet era.

The Tudor Dynasty (1485–1603)

The Tudors remain the most famous family on the Kings
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And Queens Of England List.  Henry VII  (1485–1509)
was  a  shrewd  and  cautious  king  who  restored  financial
stability.  His  son,  Henry  VIII  (1509–1547),  needs  little
introduction—his  six  wives,  the  break  with  Rome,  the
dissolution of the monasteries, and the establishment of
the Church of England changed the course of history. He
was  fol lowed  by  his  three  chi ldren:  Edward  VI
(1547–1553),  a Protestant zealot who died young; Lady
Jane Grey (July 1553), the "Nine Days' Queen," executed
by  her  cousin  Mary;  and  Mary  I  (Bloody  Mary)
(1553–1558), who attempted to restore Catholicism with
brutal persecution.

The  last  Tudor  monarch,  Elizabeth  I  (1558–1603),  is
perhaps the most celebrated. Her long reign, known as the
Elizabethan Era, saw the defeat of the Spanish Armada, the
flourishing  of  English  literature  (Shakespeare,  Marlowe),
and  the  beginnings  of  colonial  expansion.  Elizabeth
remained unmarried—the "Virgin Queen"—and her death
without an heir ended the Tudor line, paving the way for
the Stuarts.

The Stuart Dynasty and the Commonwealth
(1603–1714)

James I (1603–1625), already James VI of Scotland, unified
the crowns. His son, Charles I (1625–1649), believed in
the divine right of kings, which led to a catastrophic conflict
with Parliament. The English Civil War resulted in Charles’s
execution  and the brief  abolition  of  the  monarchy.  The
country  became  a  republic—the  Commonwealth  of
England—under Oliver Cromwell (as Lord Protector) and



later his son Richard Cromwell. This period is a unique
interlude on the Kings And Queens Of England List.

The  monarchy  was  restored  in  1660  with  Charles  II
(1660–1685), the "Merry Monarch," who brought cultural
revival and the Great Fire of London. His brother, James II
(1685–1688), was a devout Catholic whose policies sparked
the Glorious Revolution. He was deposed in favor of his
Protestant daughter Mary II (1689–1694) and her husband
William III (1689–1702). They accepted the Bill of Rights,
enshrining parliamentary supremacy. Anne  (1702–1714),
the last Stuart monarch, oversaw the 1707 Acts of Union
that  created  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain.  Her  death
without surviving heirs brought the Hanoverians.

The Hanoverian and Windsor Dynasties
(1714–Present)

George I (1714–1727) was the first of the Hanoverian line,
a  German-speaking  prince  who  relied  heavily  on  his
ministers, effectively paving the way for the modern prime
minister  role.  George  II  (1727–1760)  and  George  III
(1760–1820) are both well-known—the latter for losing the
American colonies and for his episodes of mental illness.
George  IV  (1820–1830)  was  a  flamboyant  but  unpopular
figure, while William IV (1830–1837) was a more down-to-
earth "Sailor King."

Queen Victoria (1837–1901) gave her name to the entire
Victorian  era:  a  time  of  industrial  expansion,  imperial
dominance,  and  strict  social  mores.  She  was  the  first
monarch  to  be  a  constitutional  figurehead  in  the  modern
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sense.  Edward  VII  (1901–1910)  brought  a  touch  of
glamour, and George V (1910–1936) changed the family
name  to  Windsor  during  World  War  I.  Edward  VIII
(January–December  1936)  famously  abdicated  to  marry
Wallis Simpson, a constitutional crisis that led to the reign
of his brother, George VI (1936–1952), who was a symbol
of resilience during the Blitz. His daughter, Elizabeth II
(1952–2022), became the longest-reigning British monarch,
overseeing massive social change and the evolution of the
Commonwealth. Her son, Charles III (2022–present), now
carries the crown into the 21st century.

Kings And Queens Of England List:
A Quick Reference Timeline

For convenience, here is a summarized list of the monarchs
from the Normans onward, grouped by dynasty:

Normans: William I, William II, Henry I, Stephen
Plantagenets: Henry II, Richard I, John, Henry III,
Edward I, Edward II, Edward III, Richard II
Lancaster (Plantagenet cadet): Henry IV, Henry
V, Henry VI
York (Plantagenet cadet): Edward IV, Edward V,
Richard III
Tudors: Henry VII, Henry VIII, Edward VI, Jane Grey,
Mary I, Elizabeth I
Stuarts: James I, Charles I, (Interregnum: Oliver
Cromwell), Charles II, James II, William III & Mary II,
Anne
Hanoverians: George I, George II, George III,



George IV, William IV, Victoria
Saxe-Coburg and Gotha / Windsor: Edward VII,
George V, Edward VIII, George VI, Elizabeth II,
Charles III

Why the Order Matters: Key
Themes in the List

Looking at the Kings And Queens Of England List as a
whole reveals several recurring themes. First, the concept
of legitimacy has always been fragile. From William the
Conqueror’s claim through blood (however tenuous) to the
usurpation of Richard III and the Glorious Revolution, the
throne has often been seized rather than inherited. Second,
religion  was  a  constant  source  of  conflict.  The
Reformation  split  the  nation,  and  every


